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IRACY R
50 seamen killed
in one year as
attacks increase
PIRATES killed over 50 merchant seamen last year
as attacks on shipping reached record levels.

Over 240 acts of piracy were reported around the world, but a
spokeman with the National Union of Marine, Aviation and Shipping
Transport Officers (Numast) believes the figures are just the tip of the
iceberg.

"Last year was a record in terms of
the number of attacks but the statis-
tics only tell half the story," Numast
spokesman Andrew Linington told
Navy News.

"A lot of shipping companies do not
report attacks because of insurance prob-
lems and that if they report an attack it
often means that their ship is held up in
port while it is investigated, so we know
the real figure is much higher.

"The number of attacks is at an
all time high level, but on top of
that, the intensity of the attacks is
so huge now in terms of the par-
ticular violence they use. We had
over 50 seafarers internationally
killed last year in attacks on mer-
chant ships. That should be intol-
erable."

With piracy on the increase all around
the world. Numast fears that it is only a
matter of time before the i r actions cause
an environmental disaster.

Mr Linington said: "You are looking at
attacks, par t icular ly in the Far East, where
you have had laden oil tankers being
attacked with grenades, rockets and by
people with machine-guns.

"The potential for a major catastrophe
cannot be understated because these are

ships carrying environmentally very sensi-
tive cargoes. We have had cases where the
entire crew has-been held at gunpoint
with nobody in c'pntrol of the ship as it is
running down one of the busiest seaways
in the world. It really is quite remarkable
that we haven't had a major disaster so
far."

Technology has enabled shipping com-
panies to halve the number of crew
required for a large merchant ship, but
the smaller numbers make vessels even
more vulnerable.

Crewing levels
"One of the big problems is the cut-

backs in the overall crowing levels," said
Mr Linington. "With a big tanker you arc
looking at a ship the length of two football
pitches and if you've only got 20 people
on board, it is physically very difficult to
police the ship."

"Ships are told to carry out extra watch-
es and extra checks around the ship when
they enter problem areas but physically
you just can't do it because the crewing
levels in many cases arc cut to the bone as
it is.

"You physically can't double up watch-
es or assign people to extra lookout
duties because currently there aren't the

• Turn to back page
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NORTHUMBERLAND LIGHTS UP IN THE NORTH
THE BRIGHT lights of
Newcastle surround HMS
Northumberland during
the ship's five-day visit to
her Geordie roots.

Crowds turned out in their
hundreds to welcome the
Type 23 frigate, making her
first visit to the region for a

year, before she enters refit.
And thousands visited the
ship when she was opened to
the public.

While in Newcastle the 160-
strong ship's company hand-
ed £2,500 to adopted chari-
ties, the proceeds of fund-
raising efforts over the past
12 months.

Picture: LA(PHOT) Mark Hipkin

Landmark
for Family

Service
THE NAVAL Personal and
Family Service this year celebrates
its 21st anniversary. It was
launched in 1977 in response to a
report by Lord Seebohm, and
drew together the Navy's welfare,
community and housing commit-
ments.

Head of the NPFS, Capt
Richard Lake, said the organisa-
tion was now firmly established as
a confidential service for Naval
personnel and their families in
peace and war.

"The aim of NPFS is to provide
support and prevent or reduce the
effects of personal difficulties,
especially those which arise as a
result of Service life," he said.

NPFS offices and their Sailors
and Families Advice Bureaux
(SAFABs) are at Portsmouth
(01705 722712), Plymouth (01752
555041) and Helensburgh in
Scotland (01436 672798).

Richmond
in France

HMS RICHMOND spent a four-
day stand-off at La Pallice in
France after completing naviga-
tional training in the Channel, a
week of Principal Warfare Officer
student firings in the Gibraltar
areas, and Exercise Strong
Resolve (see page 10).

The Mayor and local naval
commander welcomed the ship.
The ship's company toured the
Henessey cognac distillery and a
theme park. Rugby and football
matches played against teams
from the French Naval Academy
at Rochefort were both won by
Richmond.

Life-saving
Endurance
nears home

HMS ENDURANCE was returning to Portsmouth on May 5
after a 33,000-mile deployment which involved her in monitoring
ice disintegration in Antarctica and carrying out three long-
range, life-saving search and rescue mission.

The melting ice allowed her to reported in our April edi t ion,
penetrate further into the Weddell investigated wreckage which could

be the remains of Sir Ernest
Shackleton's ship Endurance,
destroyed over 80 years ago.

One of HMS Endurance's Lynx
helicopters claimed the furthest
flight south for a Royal Navy air-
craft when the helicopter, with the
ship's Commanding Officer (Capt
Tim Barton) embarked, flew
towards the Pole while the ship was

Sea than ever before, so that a
British Antarctic Survey team on
board were able to study how the
water from the Ronne Ice Shelf
drives the circulation of the world's
oceans and ultimately impacts on
world climate.

The ship also conducted surveys
around South Georgia and, as

Confidential service for worried or distressed

Navy launches
phone helpline

24 miles south of her 1994 penetra-
tion.

During her six-month deploy-
ment, HMS Endurance visited
Argentina, Chile, South Africa,
Tristan da Cunha, St Helena and
Las Palmas.

On her passage north she was
diverted towards the African coast
to airlift a heart attack victim from
the bulk carrier Mineral Europe.
With Surgeon Lt Lee Wallis and
CPOMA Robbie Robinson
embarked, a Lynx was landed on
the 87,000-tonne ship by pilot and
observer, Lts Steve Crockatt and
Sean Rowley.

The medical team treated the
51-year-old patient through the
night to ensure he was stable
enough to be flown the 180 miles
to Ascension Island by
Endurance's second Lynx crewed
by the Flight Commander, Lt Cdr
Johnny Hartley, and Lt Gary
Criddle.

A PHONE HELPLINE for Royal Navy and Royal Marines personnel and
their families has been set up to provide a confidential service so they can
talk about issues causing them concern, distress or personal crisis.

The freephone number
became accessible through
commercial and military net-
works on April 29 - and
research is under way to allow
those serving in ships at sea to
use the facility.

Access at present is limited by
ships' communications fits unless
the vessel is alongside and connect-
ed to shore lines.

The Naval Supportlinc - its offi-
cial title - is open from midday to
midnight seven days a week. It has
been set up in recognition that in
today's fast-moving and often
stressful world, personnel and their families need
someone to talk to.

Besides simply being listened to, callers will be
able to receive advice on any matter causing them
emotional stress, including what to do about
harassment or bullying. However, no direct action
will be taken by the staff of trained civilian advis-
ers who have been newly recruited.

O Logo of the new
Naval Supportline.

Confidentiality is fundamental to
the scheme. Names need not be
given and none are recorded - and
the line does not present a way of
'whistle-blowing'.

Prime means of support for serv-
ing personnel will remain the
Divisional system and line manage-
ment, alongside Navy chaplains and
medical services backed by special-
ist support from the Naval Personal
and Family Service.

However, the Navy is concerned
that there may not always be some-
one around with whom people can
can share their problems - particu-
larly out of hours or if they are the

wife, husband or parent of a Service person.
Commenting on the service, Armed Forces

Minister Dr John Reid, said:
"This is a new and welcome aspect of our com-

mitment to our people and their families, and I
am sure it will prove a useful facility both for the
Royal Navy, the Royal Marines and the individ-
ual."

© This mid-deployment por-
trait of HMS Newcastle,
flanked by her sea boats, was
taken by LA(PHOT) Chris
Brick.

Newcastle foils speedy drug runners
HMS NEWCASTLE foiled an
attempted trans-Caribbean drugs
run when the ship's Lynx heli-
copter intercepted a speedboat
laden with several hundred kilos of
cocaine.

The Lynx encountered the boat in
open waters south of Curacao and
chased it for over two hours before it
escaped into Venezuela waters where
the aircraft could not follow.

The boat's crew had tried to distract
the Lynx by jettisoning items, including
at least one bale of suspected cocaine.

Newcastle's counter-drugs opera-
tions have been conducted in conjunc-
tion with the US Coast Guard, while she
joined the coastguard forces of
Trinidad, Antigua and St Kitts for the
major regional training exercise
Tradewinds 98.

During a visit to St Kitts, Newcastle's
MEM Carl Jackson scaled Brimstone
Hill - the Caribbean equivalent of the
Rock of Gibraltar - in just under nine
minutes, breaking the 9 min. 17 sec.
record for the gruelling 1.25-mile run
set up by another runner from the ship
some years ago.

Late last month the ship's
Commanding Officer, Cdr Nick
Lambert, was a special guest for the re-
opening of St Kitts' Newcastle Airport,
which has been rebuilt. He presented a
ship's crest to the island's Sports and
Community Affairs Minister, the Hon.
Jean Harris.

Later the ship conducted a 996 radar
change and repairs to a diesel genera-
tor during a self-maintenance period in
Curacao. She began her deployment as
West Indies Guardship in December
and is due to return to Portsmouth in
late June.
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HMS INVINCIBLE helped restore the authority
and credibility of the United Nations in forcing
Saddam Hussein into "a humiliating climb-

down".
Talking to Navy News Editor Jim Ailaway shortly

before the carrier's return from the Gulf - and after he
himself had visited the Task Group - Defence Secretary
George Robertson said the ship and her people had pro-
duced a sense of relief throughout the region which was
a tribute to their dedication and skill "- and bravery,
because they were putting their lives on the line".

"It was by any standards a highly successful operation in
terms of getting Saddam to comply with the UN resolution. For
the general public, Iraq and the Gulf seem a very long way away
and there are only vague notions about the geography. But if
you are serving out there, cruising up and down in a frigate or a
destroyer or an aircraft carrier, you know how close you are to
this very large country of Iraq and I felt they were all satisfied

• Defence Secretary George Robertson with Capt James
Burnell-Nugent, the commanding officer HMS Invincible, on the
carrier's return to Portsmouth.

they had achieved what was wanted.
"It wasn't a question of marching to the top of the hill and

marching down again -they had been right on the edge of being
used and they knew it, so the sense of relief was mixed with
huge satisfaction that the mission had been achieved."

As speculation mounted on the content of the Government's
Strategic Defence Review, Mr Robertson reflected that while the
direct threat to the UK had greatly receded with the demise of
the Warsaw Pact, the Armed Forces "are engaged in more oper-
ations and are more overstretched than they were during the
whole period of the Cold War."

"That is the paradox we have to deal with - that is the reality,
and it is not firmly grasped by the public.

"The public also don't realise that since the Gulf War in 1991
we have had seven years of intelligence gathering and high
grade information about targeting, so that I am confident that we
could inflict huge damage against Saddam's military capability
while minimising civilian casualties. This was not known to the
public - but it was known to Saddam Hussein and that clearly
changed his opinion about this confrontation.

ut my strong view is that we should not take on com-
mitments that unnecessarily overstretch our military
people. We should try to get out of operations as

quickly as it is safe and appropriate to do so.
"I am determined that as soon as it is safe to do so we will

reduce the number of people in Bosnia. We are working very
hard on the peace process in Northern Ireland which uses a
large amount of the Army but also the Navy and the RAF.

"If we are to get engaged in other operations then we've got
to be very conscious of the balance we have of existing com-
mitments against future ones so we can marry our resources to
them. We have to be ready to say no - the last Government quite
rightly said no to a British involvement in Albania in 1996 and I
think there will be situations in the future when we will have to
say 'That's somebody else's business'.

"The ships that have been deployed in West Africa lately -
HMS Monmouth and HMS Cornwall - have had a great success.
They have saved lives and there are British citizens in that part
of the world who must be immensely grateful for their presence.

"They have been there because there have been specific sit-
uations that required them. What we don't want is a ship or a
contingent of people who go off to act in one area and who then
become another permanent commitment. That will involve mak-
ing tough decisions about what we get into, how long we get
into it for, and how quickly we can get out of it."

'Jointery has now been
tested and found to be
very, very effective'
- Defence Secretary George Robertson

Joint Service operations were the way ahead for making the
most of resources.

"The great success of the Gulf operation has been the fact
that the Sea Harriers and the RAF Harriers went together. The
Armed Forces at around 215,000 personnel are about the same
number who protested on the countryside march. That's what
I've inherited - but in the public imagination it is far bigger than
that.

"So delivering everything by individual Service routes is per-
haps not the best answer. Now we've got the experience of the
Permanent Joint Headquarters and the Joint Services
Command College and 'jointery' has now been tested and found
to be very, very effective."

The main focus of the Review was on people.
"People are the most flexible and valuable asset we've got.

Whereas equipment can be bought off the shelf and rendered
obsolete virtually overnight, the quality of our Armed Forces is
in the people we have.

ther people may have more kit and 'smart' stuff than
•we have - but none of them can use it as well as we
'can and that is because our people are by any stan-

dards the best.
"We are one of the biggest recruiting organisations in the

country, the last of the big employers taking in about 20,000
people a year. The average time they spend in the Forces is
about 12 years and very often less than that.

"So the purpose is to give them transferable qualifications
and ensure they have a degree of stability in their lives.

"Investing in their morale, motivation and skills and in their
ability to adapt is critical - the totality of the people issue is
going to make or break this country in defence in the future."

• See also centre pages

Whoops . . . Thought to be observing the
NATO Exercise Strong Resolve, a Russian
Oscar-class submarine broke surface in the
Norwegian Sea - and was promptly snapped
by an RAF Nimrod maritime patrol aircraft of
206 Sqn from RAF Kinloss.

The 12,000 tonne boat Is over 500ft long,
60ft wide and has an underwater speed of
over 28 knots. It can carry 24 SSN-19 anti-ship
missiles which have a range of up to 300 nau-
tical miles.

• See also page 10.

JACK ET JACQUES
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New deal
aims for
greater
equality
THE NAVY'S drive to
recruit more sailors from
ethnic minorities has
been boosted by a five-
year deal with the
Commission for Racial
Equality.

The agreement will mean the
CRE working hand-in-hand
with the Navy to develop the
best racial equality practices and
the closest scrutiny of conditions
within the Service.

At the heart of the new deal is a
19-point plan which aims to prevent
bullying, abuse and harassment, with
the CRE monitoring the Navy's
efforts to break down discrimination.

Despite a sustained publicity cam-
paign and the appointment of a ded-
icated ethnic minorities liaison offi-
cer, Cdr Keith Manchanda, the
Service has struggled to recruit the
numbers it needs to redress the cur-
rent imbalance.

Just under one per cent of the cur-
rent strength is from ethnic minori-
ties but the Service aims to increase
the number by one per cent every
year, and sees the CRE partnership
as a central part of its strategy.

• Ethnic Minorities Liaison
Officer, Cdr Keith Manchanda,
who says the deal with the
CRE is 'excellent news'

Cdr Manchanda said: "The part-
nership arrangement is excellent
news, promoting racial equality
practices, bringing diversity and
valuable benefits to the Royal
Navy."

The CRE said that although
there had been failings in the past,
the Services were taking 'vigorous
action' to promote equality and

"Needs must when the devil drives?"
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Itchen says farewell to Faslane
HMS ITCHEN is beginning a new
career with the Brazilian Navy after
making her final voyage from
Faslane.

The patrol vessel's last trip as a fully
manned RN ship took her from the Clyde
to Portsmouth where she was handed
over to the Brazilian navy on April 8.

Itchen started life ten years ago as a

Royal Navy Reserve training ship. In 1994
she was converted to take on her new
role and Faslane has been her base port
ever since.

Her CO, Lt Cdr Chris Dominy, said:
"Itchen has worked hard in these last ten
years. She has clocked up 45,708 nauti-
cal miles and spent almost 4,938 hours
under way and I'm proud to have been
her last British Commanding Officer.

The ship's company of HMS Itchen will
be redeployed within the Northern Ireland
Squadron and elsewhere and the ship
will be replaced by the more advanced
converted Hunt-class minesweeper HMS
Cottesmore.

Cottesmore will be joined by Brecon
and Dulverton when the remaining River-
classes Spey, Arun and Blackwater fol-
low Itchen to Brazil later this year.

praised the leadership that was
being shown by the senior officers
of all three Services.

Welcoming the CRE's decision,
Armed Forces Minister Dr John
Reid said: "We look forward to the
development of a sound partner-
ship with the Commission produc-
ing results of which we can all be
proud.

"We strongly believe that our
continued and persistent good
work in implementing robust racial
equal opportunity policies and
practice is beginning to pay off, as
we are seeing an increase in the
number of ethnic enquirers across
the Services."

Q Six young people from
Glasgow who signed-up for a
course on careers in the Royal
Navy have been presented with

their certificates by Flag Officer
Scotland Northern Engalnd and
Northern Ireland, Rear Admiral
Mike Gregory.

The course, run by Glasgow
Central College of Commerce,
aims to encourage people from
minor i ty backgrounds to enlist
and is the first of its kind in the
country.

As well as classroom lectures,
the course included a tour of Clyde
Naval Base, a visit to the nuclear-
powered submarine HMS
Sovereign, a visit to the Fleet Air
Arm at HMS Gannet and time at
sea on the inshore training vessel
HMS Smiter.

The RN plans two more courses
this year in partnership with
Glasgow's Ethnic Minorities
Enterprise Centre.

• Above: Course members celebrate with Rear Admiral Mike
Gregory, local MP Mohammed Sawar and Cdr Manchanda.

Drafty: The Submarine Service

Trident means more
billets in the north

THIS TIME last year
Submarine Drafty talked
about churning and the
submarine drafting
cycle.

Churning will be with us for
a long time to come, but it is
heartening that most sub-
mariners now understand the
full personal effects of the
drafting cycle.

What has changed quite a lot
over the past year is the reduction
of shore time between sea drafts,
approaching m i n i m u m time
ashore, so it is worth mentioning
minimum time at sea.

The days of having your last two
or three years in the Service
ashore are long gone. For those
ratings going to pension, Drafty
must give the last five months
(including terminal leave and
resettlement training) ashore, and
for those on second open engage-
ment he tries to get the rating his
preference area for the last year
of service, although this is not
guaranteed.

From the sea side, this means
that most technical senior rates
will not be sent to sea with less
than two years to serve (five
months drafting notice, 14 months
gangway to gangway and five
months ashore) and for all other
rates it is 12 months gangway to
gangway and five months ashore.

"Well, he wants blood out of us!"

Submission of 18 months notice
does not exclude you from sea ser-
vice, but it may reduce time spent
at sea, and in this time of increas-
ing uncertainty there is increas-
ingly less likelihood of withdrawal
of notice being allowed, particu-
larly at leading hand and above.

For those coming ashore Drafty
is constrained in meeting prefer-
ences by the Manning Priority
DCI, recently re-issued as
DCI(RN) 55/98, which is vital
reading for all submariners.

So non-preference drafts are
inevitable, and as the Trident
force becomes an increasingly
larger proportion of the subma-
rine flotilla there will be an
inevitable migration north. When
the Submarine School moves from

Dolphin at the end of 1999 there
will only be a handful of SM bil-
lets in the Portsmouth area.

The SM Warfare Branch has
been under the spotlight recently,
and Drafty is involved in correct-
ing some misconceptions. Warfare
Branch ratings think that Source
Branch ratings have more career
course options, whilst those in the
Source Branch see it the other
way round, and the Drafting staff
spend a lot of time answering
fruitless enquiries.

LOM/LS and PO career cours-
es have been combined since
September 1997 and the first rat-
ings are on course now.

The operations package is iden-
tical for Source and Warfare
branches. In the interests of effi-

ciency and following the just
enough, just in time requirement,
Drafty will try to time arrival on
course to meet forecast advance
requirements, so B13s are issued
during or close to the course.
There is sti l l a backlog (particular-
ly of sonar ratings) of those who
have already passed the course so
there may be no need for some
career courses throughout 1998.

Another false perception is that
WSMs arc not advanced. In fact,
the strike rate is excellent against
the size of the branch, with 37
advancements to LOMWSM and
23 to POWSM in 1996 to 1998,
with a throughput of 24 artificer
candidates being extracted in the
same period.

DNM has recently written to
FOSM and Submarine Squadrons
about branch structure, and the
practice of OMls filling all OM2
SWS billets will cease.

There had been an uplift in the
requirement for five CPOWSMs
from POWSM, so there will be
more promotion orders this year.

Finally, telephone callers will
notice new voices on the end of
the phones. Both the Submarine
Drafting Commander and the
Operations Warfare Drafting
Officer will change in the summer,
and we have lost WOWEA
Phillips as his short-term billet has
ended. New 'wiring diagrams'
have been sent to every boat and
squadron.
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Cromer sails
far and wide
HMS CROMER has

ranged far to the
east and far to the

west in recent months -
quite an achievement for
one of the Royal Navy's
smaller ships.

Weighing in with a displace-
ment of 484 tonnes,
she nevertheless
coped with a transat-
lantic deployment for
Exercise Purple Star
in 1996, and in
doing so she and
her sister-ship
HMS Bridport
became the first
of the Sandown-
class single-role
minehunters to
cross to America.

Spring of last year saw
her heading east into the
Baltic to work with
Scandinavian navies
Partnership for Peace exercises.

Last summer saw her at Navy
Days in Devonport, an equipment
exhibition in Portsmouth, and an
engineering event in Liverpool,
when she helped in the launch of
BBC Radio 2's dramatisation of
The Cruel Sea.

In the intervening periods
Cromer was usually to be found in
Scottish waters near her home
base of Faslane, where she was
involved in regular exercises.

More recently the ship paid a
successful visit to her affiliated

the
and

town of Great Yarmouth, where
she was commissioned.

Later this year she wil l join
NATO's Standing Naval Force
Channel, and is scheduled to enter
refit in March next year.

The current Cromer is typical of
RN mine countermeasures vessels
(MCMVs) in that her hull is built
of glass reinforced plastic.

She carries a ship's com-
pany of 34; five officers,
seven senior rates and 22

junior rates.
She has a sophisticated
manoeuvring system,

based on the Ship
Position Control
System, which takes
data from naviga-
tional equipment
and the ship's corre-
lation electromag-
netic speed log.

She can be con-
trolled from the bridge

wings, the hangar roof or
the operations room by use

of a portable joystick, with such
precision that she can hover over
an exact location on the seabed or
slowly follow a detailed track.

The engines arc an important
part of the ship's capabilities; her
main Paxman Valenta diesels
would prove too noisy during
minehunting, so she switches to
Slow Speed Drive electric motors.

The engines drive two
Voith Schneider cycloidal
propeller units, five-blad-
ed carousels which in con-
junction with the
bowthrusters can spin the
ship on her axis.

Cromer's minehunting system
comprises three main sub-systems.

The sonar set uses computers to
assist detection and identification
of mines, and all information from
sensors is displayed in the
Operations Room and on the
bridge on NAUTIS M.

Once a mine is detected the
RCMDS 2 is deployed - an
unmanned submersible with sonar
and cameras which carries an
explosive charge, cable cutters or a
manipulator arm.

These capabilities were used by
Cromer recently when a wreck was
located 50 miles off Land's End by
Hunt-class MCMVHMS Ather-
stone, and was believed to be that
of lost fishing boat the Margaretha
Maria.

Cromer, with her greater capa-
bilities, was able to send down the
submersible in 120 metres of water
during a break in bad weather and
visually confirm the identity of the
wreck for the Marine Accident
Investigation Bureau.
• Minehunters in the Gulf -
centre pages.

Diego Suarez 1942

• Top class - minehunter HMS Cromer, one of the most effective
vessels of its kind in the world.

Ship struck a mine
THE CURRENT HMS Cromer is
the third ship in the Royal Navy
to bear the name.

The first was a gunboat, com-
missioned in 1867, which spent
most of her time as tender to
guardships at Birkenhead. She
was paid off in 1880.

Next was a 672-ton Bangor-
class minesweeper, built on the
Clyde in 1940. After spells
minesweeping in the Channel

and at Rosyth, she sailed for the
Med in 1942 via the Cape of
Good Hope, in the course of
which she won her Battle
Honour at Madagascar - she
was the first ship to enter Diego
Suarez.

That autumn she reached the
Med, but did not last long.

On November 9 she struck a
mine off Egypt and blew up with
the loss of 46 lives.

To order black and white postcards of the 'Ships of
the Royal Navy' series please contact Sarah Geary in

the Business Department on 01705 826040 • War ship - the Bangor-class minesweeper HMS Cromer, pictured in 1941.

Facts and
figures

Class: Sandown-class single-role
minehunter
Pennant number: M103
Builder: Vosper Thornycroft (UK) Ltd,
Woolston
Launched: October 16, 1990
Commissioned: April 11, 1992
Displacement: 484 tonnes
Length: 52.5 metres
Beam: 10.5 metres
Draught: 2.2 metres
Ship's company: 34; five officers,
seven senior rates and 22 junior rates
Machinery: Two Paxman Valenta
diesels, two Schottel bow-thrusters
Speed: 13 kts on diesels
Range: 3,000 miles
Weapons: BMARC 30mm gun
Minehunting system: Sonar 2093;
Nautis M: Naval Autonomous Tactical
Information System; RCMDS 2
Affiliations: The Town of Cromer,
North Norfolk District Council, Cromer
Royal Naval Association, E Flight 22
Squadron Royal Air Force, Cromer
Children's Charity, First Cromer Sea
Scouts, TS Fox at Mildenhall.
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Letters

Flagstaff
taken, too

LIKE your correspondent
P.D.G.Turk (March issue) I can
recall a similar incident to the tale
of the admiral's flag.

In January 1945, returning
home from Sydney in the escort
carrier Battler, we crossed the
Pacific and traversed the Panama
Canal. Our run ashore at Colon
was eventful. After sampling the
delights of the Saratoga Bar and
the Boxing Girls among other
insalubrious bars and dance halls
our electrical officer and I were
walking back to the ship along the
quayside when we noticed a US
Navy gunboat with her ensign still
flying despite the hour being long,
long after sunset.

With the ini t ia l idea of dutifully
lowering the flag and noting the
absence of quartermaster or
indeed anybody else on deck we
boarded unchallenged.

Attempts to lower the flag were
unsuccessful so we decided to
remove the lot by unscrewing the
jackstaff from its deck housing and
then repaired ashore complete
with flagstaff, Stars and Stripes
and all.

Once on the quayside we man-
aged to detach the flag, which my
oppo wrapped round his middle
and so, complete with my 7ft walk-
ing stick, we strolled back to the
ship.

Next day the trophies were dis-
played over the wardroom bar
until seen by the Commander,
when they were rapidly removed. I
never heard how they were dis-
posed of and that same day we
sailed for Norfolk, Virgina.
Happily, no diplomatic incident
ensued. - E.Morton, Truro.

Doubly
sainted

THE ARTICLE on the design
for the Falkland Islands Memorial
Chapel at Pangbourne College
reminded me of the 20 x 13in oak
board which I rescued from a ship
some years ago and after cleaning
turned out to be the church board
from the aircraft carrier HMS
Furious.

Presumably there was a small
chapel on board but what intrigues
me is why it is dedicated to two
saints. - R.J.L. Fry, Weymouth.

Mystery of
the missing
monkey
WHILE serving in HMS Morecambe Bay, Far East Commission 1952-54 my oppo Keith
Robinson and I decided to spend a few days leave with the Army in the New Territories
while the ship was in dry dock for refit in Hong Kong.

We were billeted with the
27th Signals Regt at Fanling
and during our stay we discov-
ered that the commanding offi-
cer had a monkey which had
completely wrecked his office
one day and he had decided
that the beastly thing had to
go-

We asked if we could have her
and we took her back to the ship
hoping that our captain, Cdr John
Hamcr, would let us keep her.

To our astonishment, he agreed.
We named her 'Jenny' after one of
the Side Party girls and she lived
on board for about 12 months, free
to roam wherever she wished,
although we tied her up when we
were in harbour in case she
jumped ship.

When refuelling at sea, taking
on ammunition or transfering by
jackstay to another warship, Jenny
would cause great delight by per-
forming for the crews who lined
their guardrails to be entertained
by her antics. She became well
known by the rest of the fleet.

Her sleeping quarters were in
the canteen flat as it was quite
warm there, plus the fact that the
canteen manager would feed her

with lots of goodies, including
'nutty'. Jenny was normally well-
behaved but if she was ill-treated
she would bite you and run away.
She also had a habit of putting her
paw in your pocket and taking out
whatever was in there - if it wasn't
edible she would throw it over-
board!

Now most of you will not believe
this but I have personally wit-
nessed the following.

While operating off Korea we
fired many rounds of 4in from our
twin mountings and immediately
before a buzzer would sound as a
warning, followed by an almighty
crash. Jenny soon learned what fol-
lowed the buzzer and so when she
heard it would immediately put her
paws over her ears.

Jenny was with us for about 12
months and then unfortunately
disappeared while steaming from
Japan to Hong Kong. When it was
discovered she was missing the
captain turned the ship round to
look for her. We searched for
hours but she could not be found
and it remains a mystery to this day
what happened as she was too
sure-footed to have fallen over-
board by herself. - D.Turk,
Farnborough.

WITH REFERENCE to
J.D.A.Bee's letter (March issue), I
recently attended London Zoo and
mentioned the leopard 'Rifles' to a
colleague who within minutes pro-
duced the actual record card of her
hand over.

Sadly, it turned out that she died
of shock after being attacked by a
tiger in 1923. The zoo have
attached Mr Bee's letter to the
card as a permanent record for
their archives.

As an aside, if any ships visiting
London in the future have any
spare manila or hemp rope (not
man made) about 2/3 inch the zoo
would love to have it as it is very
difficult to obtain and they need to
replace so much, especially in the
monkey areas. - J.Whatling,
Hornchurch.

MY LATE father was not John
Bee (this is my own name) but
Surg Cdr Allan G.Bee. He joined
the Navy in August 1914 as a
Surgeon-Probationer, RNVR, sur-
vived the Battle of Jutland in the
destroyer HMS Nonsuch and
retired as a surgeon commander,
RN in 1937. He died in 1962. -
J.D.A. Bee, Wartburg, KwaZulu-
Natal.

Murmansk
ordeal of
PQ13
amputee
THE BOMBING of Murmansk, the mention of the
Edinburgh and the Trinidad as well as the reference to the
Forester and Foresight in the winter edition of The Arctic
Lookout (the magazine of the Russian Convoy Club)
brought back memories to me of being in Murmansk in
1942.

I was an Engineer Officer
aboard the SS Induna, part of
Convoy PQ13. She was certainly
unlucky 13 for me. The Induna was
torpedoed and I spent four days in
a waterlogged lifeboat in the
Arctic in the month of March, a
very cold time of year to say the
least.
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The
thin

line
REF'Last of the Old
Guard' (February issue) I
was the PO Boy Srydon
referred to by ex-PO
D.Rowbotham as being
the Guard Commander
for King George Vl's
Birthday Review in 1949.

It will be 50 years on 9
May since I joined the RN
at HMS Bruce as a Boy
Seaman 2nd Class. My
Service Certificate con-
firms that I was one week
short of my 15th birth-
day, 5ft 9 ins tall, took
size 9 boots, had a 29
inch chest (fully inflated),
weighed in at 7 stone 5lb
and had a good head of
reddish/blond hair.

I must have resembled
an upright wooden oar
with a rattan fender
perched a'top.

The picture shows the
Guard being inspected
by Vice Admiral Sir
Ernest Archer - Lt Cdr
Tom Brydon, Chairman,
Dundee Sea Cadets.

I was eventually picked up by a
Russian ship and taken to a
makeshift hospital in Murmansk -
it was actually a school. It was
found that gangrene had set in in
both my legs, so they had to come
off. They were taken off without a
general anaesthetic, not a pleasant
experience, but there were just no
medical supplies. Crude surgery,
but it saved my life.

The hospital had all the win-
dows blown in by the bombing and
they were boarded up. It is difficult
to imagine how one feels, lying on
the same sheet with poison seeping
on to it, no legs and the bombers
blasting Murmansk every hour on
the hour. I do not know what my
greatest fear was, the bombing or
the dressings, because the doctors
had actually left the bones sticking
out and the nerve ends exposed.
The dressings were pure hell. It
was like taking paper off raw meat.
I suffered the bombing and the
dressings over a period of five to
six months. It did not help the
nerves very much. - Bill Short,
Dunfermline.

Not first
FORY

I WRITE to correct an error in
your excellent supplement for
HMY Britannia (January issue),
namely that the title Flag Officer
Royal Yachts came into use for the
first time in 1951 and that the King
appointed Admiral Lambe as the
first FORY.

This is an often repeated mis-
take.

The facts are that on March 2,
1901 Edward VII returned from
Berlin, where he had visited his
dying sister, the Empress Vicky,
mother of the Kaiser. He sailed
from Flushing and disembarked at
Port Victoria, Sheerness, the fol-
lowing afternoon.

This was the last crossing that
Admiral Sir John Fullerton made
as Flag Officer Royal Yachts and
the final voyage on royal duty for
the Victoria & Albert II.

Admiral Fullerton retired on
April 1,1901, having been Captain
and Admiral of the yachts since
1884. He was appointed the first
FORY following promotion to
Rear Admiral in 1893 but contin-
ued to retain personal command
of the V & A II.

V & A III was laid up during
World War II, Vice Admiral Sir
Dudley North having struck his
flag at sunset on Sept 18, 1939. He
was reappointed in 1945 and
retired in 1947, the appointment
then being in abeyance unti l 1953,
the year V & A III paid off. Vice
Admiral E.M.C.Abel Smith trans-
ferred his flag to HMY Britannia
on January 11, 1954.

The title of FORY lapsed in
April 1995 with the appointment
of Commodore Morrow as CORY.
- A.D.F.Dalton, London W6.

LETTERS to the Editor
should always be accompa-
nied by the correspondent's
name and address, not nec-
essarily for publication.
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• HMS Hound, January 1943

High old times in Hound
READING through 'Calling Old Shipmates' I came across the name HMS Hound - and
I well recall the thrill I felt when I first put my feet on the deck of a Royal Navy vessel.

As a boy I always loved ships and I eventually became registrar to the Commissioners of Irish
Lights who work closely with Trinity House and the Northern Lighthouse Board.

One summer in the late 1940s our family drove to Queenstown (now called Cobh). It was
Regatta Day and a large number of minesweepers were in port. The ships of the Algerine class
were resting from their labours of sweeping clear the huge minefield off the south Irish coast,

HMS Hound, Cockatrice, Pluto and Welcome were moored close alongside. Delightedly, I wend-
ed my way through Hound's spacious mess decks, climbed up to the compass platform and
gazed in awe at the huge winch on the quarter-deck.

That evening Queenstown was really alive, but Irish sailors walked forlornly two by two - the
Irish girls loved Jack Tar.

On the water, ship's crews paddled carley floats, dressed as pirates. In the excitement one rat-
ing seemed to lose his swimming costume, much to my mother's and aunt's mock looks of hor-
ror high on the bridge of the Hound.

In 1976 the Flagship of the Commissioners of Irish Lights anchored at Spithead for the Silver
Jubilee Review. Perhaps ILT Granvaile is remembered by some of those present just as I fondly
remember HMS Hound and her gallant sisters. - Richard Miller, Greystones, Co Wicklow.

NAMES TO CONJURE WITH STRIKE BACK AT BRAVE
IT WAS with Delight (destroy-
er 1932) that I read the letter
on the appropriateness or oth-
erwise of naval ships' names
(April issue).

There has always been a Griper
(gunboat 1879) or two around to
take exception to the naming of
particular ships.

On top of that we now live in an
age where one must be very Careful
(gunboat 1856) not to give offence.

Amongst "hard as nails" past
names which would probably be
considered politically incorrect
these days are Ravager (escort car-
rier 1942) Bouncer (gunboat 1881)
and Bruiser (LST 1942).

On the other hand, unless
manned (if that's the right word)
by an all-female crew, Delphinium
and Honeysuckle (corvettes 1940)
hardly seem to be names to boast
about serving aboard in the dock-
side bars of Portsmouth and
Plymouth. Even worse would be to
have HMS Pansy (sloop 1916)
emblazoned on one's cap ribbon.
And what would today's tough

shellbacks make of serving in Frolic
and Fancy (minesweepers 1943)?

The most Extravagant (fireship
1692) and inappropriate name for
a ship of war is perhaps Peace (fire-
ship 1687), although my own
Favourite (corvette 1864) for the
prize for inappropriateness is Dove
(destroyer 1898). Or perhaps Olive
Branch (fireship 1673) is a good
candidate.

One suspects that the demands
made by sailors that they be
allowed to sail away with the
Advantage (18-gun ship 1613) of
sounding "hard" were made with
tongues in cheek. If so, the appar-
ent controversy is best summed up
by the name of a 26-gun vessel of
1546, Bull.

Anyway, it is to be doubted
whether any attempt to Badger
(destroyer 1911) the First Sea
Lord, who has the last say in nam-
ing ships, will meet with Success
(destroyer 1918). So Hard Lines
(requisitioned boom defence ves-
sel 1915). - Capt P.EIphick MN,
Dorney, Bucks.

WHAT a load of ill-conceived and
uninformed claptrap from CESM
Office, HMS Brave.

Deeds speak louder than names.
Those of us who have served in
Dainty - two ships of five of the
name, H53 and D108 - are very
proud to have done so, and will
contest vigorously any attempt to
delete the name from use in HM
ships.

Dainty has some of the oldest
and most notable battle honours
from as far back as 1593. Her
motto 'Dulce Quod Utile' trans-
lates as 'Dainty but Useful' which
was transmuted by her crew to
'Dainty but Deadly' with justifica-
tion.

Perhaps your correspondents
would like to meet us to find out.
We will then see how 'Brave' they
are. - P.J.Hillman, Founder, HMS
Dainty Association, Bognor Regis.

SO the Brave boys don't like 'soft'-
named ships? Let me tell tham that
during World War II I proudly
served in the Flower Class
corvettes of The Cmel Sea fame.

Ice may have held
up Endurance

THE IDEA that Shackleton's ship Endurance might have survived to have been wrecked on the
shores of Elephant Island (April issue) is fascinating. Although unlikely, such survival is not beyond
the bounds of possibility.

Un fan de
Jack et
Jacques

LE COLUMN de Jack et
Jacques est quite
superbe! C'est already
mon favourite bit dans le
Navy News et je crois
que, vraimeni, il sera pos-
sible d'avoir un album
chaque annee avex les
stories et tous les funny
cartoons de Tugg.

Imagine! Tout Je Royal
Navy doit maintenant
apprendre un petit bit de
Franglais et nous serions
un equipe formidable
dans La Manche!

Et quand nous sommes
sur le parade ground, just
think de les ordres!
'Epaule armes!' 'Salut
generate!' 'Presentez les
armes!'

C'est incroyable - et
c'est tout down to vous a
Navy News!

- M.Souter, Capitaine de
Fregate, L'equipe de
Public Affiars, Reserve
Marine Royal,
Wymondham, Norfolk.

The greatest argument against
the ship reaching Elephant Island
comes from Shackleton's own
words. He wrote: "She went down
bows first, her stern raised in the
air. She then gave one quick dive
and the ice closed over her for
ever."

That would suggest that the ship
went straight to the bottom and is
supported by the evidence provid-
ed by the Breadalbane, a Franklin
search vessel which sank in 15
minutes and now sits bolt upright
on the seabed off Beechey Island,
and by my own researches into the
ends of HMS Erebus and Terror.
Both, I believe, are now lying
below the ice of Victoria Strait
after being 'nipped' and sinking
almost immediately.

The end of the Endurance was
completely different. As the ship
was abandoned on October 27,
1915, Shackleton noted: "The
decks were breaking upwards and
the water was pouring in below."

The following day he returned
to the ship and recorded that "only
six of the cabins had not been
pierced by floes and blocks of ice .
. . the wardroom was three-quar-
ters full of ice."

Two days after the abandon-
ment he wrote: "The ship was still
afloat, with the spurs of the pack
driven through her and holding her
up." It is clear that the ship,
instead of sinking, was fil l ing with
ice, both from the outside, and
from the water inside freezing.

I have stood on the upper deck
of the grounded Maud

(Amundsen's wooden exploration
vessel) and looked into the com-
partments below - all filled to
capacity with ice despite the waters
around the ship being open. This, I
believe, would have been the con-
dition of the Endurance when she
disappeared from view on
November 21, 25 days after she
had been abandoned.

Her forecastle had been under
an ice-floe for the best part of a
month and, with her masts already
down, she would have behaved
exactly as an ice-flow would have
done under such circumstances
and would have been forced com-
pletely under, her stern being the
last part to disappear.

If that was the case, it is clearly
quite possible for her to have
remained afloat - held up by the
ice trapped inside her - beneath
the neighbouring floe.

All that would have been need-
ed from then on would be for the
general ice drift to have continued
in a NNW direction (ie, following
the same drift as Shackleton's) for
her to have ended up grounded on
the shore of Elephant Island.

If this could be proved to be the
case, every effort should be made
to rescue whatever remains of a
gallant ship and a gallant enter-
prise. - Lt E.C.Coleman, Lincoln.

Our ships' names had no effect on
U-boat captains or their torpedoes,
nor did our reception in ports
around the world suffer as the
result of these 'soft names'.

The only concession the
Admiralty made, as far as I am
aware, was to rename Pansy
Heartease. - W.Chatterton,
Leicester.

I THINK it dangerous to judge
Beaver, Dainty and St Albans as
being inferior to Brave, Iron Duke
or Daring when in fact the first
three named can respectively boast
four, five and nine battle honours
whilst Daring has none, Iron Duke
only one and Brave three, despite
their apparent machismo. -
R.J.L.Fry, Weymouth.

IN MY Navy, 1958-75, Flag Officer
Sea Training was more concerned
about the fighting efficiency of a

• The wartime HMS Dainty (right) and Diana - where and when
unknown.
ship, not whether or no it had a
politically correct or 'soft name.
Or have matelots ceased to be

matelots a_fter the tot stopped? -
Ted Dowling, Wigan.

Letters to the Editor should
always be accompanied by
the correspondent's name
and address, not necessar-
ily for publication.

The big idea:

A selection of former MOD properties
for sale to former and serving
members of the armed forces

with special military discounts.
For more information

telephone: 0171 940 2300

ANNINGTONj
HOMES
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Students
enjoy a

degree of
success

A NUMBER of Royal
Naval personnel have
graduated from the
Open University.

Nearly 10,000 people
across the country recently
learned of their success, of
which around 2,000 were
post-graduates.

Their ages ranged from
22 to 84.

The RN successes were:
• WO Stephen Cicone (48),
of Yeovil (BSc Hons)
• Sgt Andrew Clarke RM
(31), of Arbroath (BSc
Open)
• Martin Drake (40), of
Helensburgh (BSc Hons)
• Cdr Mike Evans (52), of
Guildford (BSc Open)
• Lt Cdr Malcolm Fewtrell
(47), of Bushey (BSc Open)
• WO Dennis O'Keefe (45),
of Weymouth (BSc Hons)
• Lt Cdr Peter Symonds
(47), of Mattock (BSc Hons)
• Leslie Webster (50), of
Hull (BSc Open)
• Lt Rick Weeks (47), of
Stubbington (BSc Hons)
• Lionel Winston (46), of
Gosport (BSc Hons).

There was also an RFA
success - Andrew Mills
(33), of Exmouth, gained a
BSc Open.

Most Open University
students take between
five and six years to gain
a degree, and some take
extra courses in order to
gain an honours degree.
The degrees are flexible,

allowing people to fit study
around busy work sched-
ules.

As an example, Sgt
Clarke studied in more than
50 countries, from the
Arctic to the desert and the
jungle, in order to achieve
his BSc.

Cdr Evans studied with
the university in prepara-
tion for a new career after
leaving the Navy.

Subjects studied by Navy
students ranged from social
sciences to computing.

Details of the Open
University are available
from the central course
enquiries centre on 01908
653231.

People in the News

Clubs is
helped
by club

GEOFF Plumb settles
himself to tee off on the
flight deck of HMS York -
using one of the golf balls
rescued from his local
course.

Mr Plumb and his wife
Sheila travelled from their
home in Ware to Portsmouth
with 1,040 used golf balls, col-
lected from his club,
Chadwell Springs, in
Hertfordshire.

The ship's physical training
instructor, LPTI Richie Gray,
on the left of the picture, will
be auctioning the golf balls
amongst the 50 keen golfers
currently serving in the Type
42 destroyer.

Proceeds will go to one of
the ship's charities.

HMS York is currently on
station in the Gulf, as part of
the Royal Navy's Armilla
Patrol (see centre pages.)

Medal is reward
for busy career

A NAVY instructor has been
awarded the MBE (Military)
for an exemplary career.

PO Wren Katherine Mc-
Williams (29) joined the Royal
Navy in 1986 after leaving North
Devon College.

She has served in Portsmouth
and Scotland, and completed a six-
month tour of duty in Northern
Ireland with 40 Commando RM.

Katherinc recently returned to
the UK from Zagreb, Croatia, hav-
ing spent six months as part of the
Multi-National Stabilisation Force
headed by the United Nations.

She is currently working as a
Divisional Instructor, responsible
for training the Royal Navy's new
recruits during their eight-week
basic training course at HMS
Raleigh, Torpoint.

Katherine said: "I find my job
very rewarding as it combines lead-
ership, physical fitness and the
ability to manage the demands of
young adults."

Her husband Adrian, a Lynx
helicopter observer serving at RN
air station Portland, Weymouth,
attended Katherine's investiture at
Buckingham Palace.

PO Katherine McWjIliams.

International Festival of the Sea
Portsmouth, Augusl 28th to 3lft.

The biggesl maritime event in Britain. \

Call this number for tickets:

SEA
0870 909 1998

Plus selected HMV, Tower Records £ Waiirosc stores.
For Group Reservations call 01?I 930 $000.

Tickets: Adults: £16. Children: LlO.
Family Tickets only: £40 (2 Adults/ 2 Children). Senior Citizens: £14.

• Three of a kind - the UK National Support Unit in Naples
boasts a trio of excellence unrivalled anywhere in the world -
or so the Italian military contingent claims. Three warrant offi-
cers, one from each Service, work in the same unit; Families'
Officer WO(WTR) Steve Hamblin (centre), Postie WO2 Steve
White (right) and Chief Clerk WO Morris McGilligan all help
support British personnel throughout Italy. They are pictured
on the roof of the UKNSU in Bagnoli, with the island of Nisida
behind them.

< Certificated - PO Brian Craig (left) and Lt Duncan Young.

Reservists gain
recognition

TWO Reservists from HMS
Calliope in Gateshead have
been recognised for their
outstanding service.

Lt Duncan Young and PO
Brian Craig received Lord Lieut-
enant's Certificates at a ceremony
in the Newcastle TA Centre.

Duncan (38) runs a printing
and publishing business, and his
wife is an RNR sub-lieutenant.

He joined the RNR 17 years
ago, and for the last three years
has run the New Entry Division
for his ship and the
Northumbrian University RN
Unit.

Brian (41), a chef in both his
civilian and military careers,
joined the RNR 15 years ago
after eight years in the Navy.

His Naval service took him to
the US, Brazil and Europe.

Navy pair win
St John honour

A RETIRED Naval comman-
der and a reservist have been
invested into the Order of St
John at a ceremony in
London.

Cdr Peter Gregson was admit-
ted as an Officer of the Order,
which was founded in the llth
century.

Lt Cdr Brian Brockie, of HMS
Scotia, was admitted as a serving
brother.

Both men were presented with
their prestigious insignia of office
by the Lord Prior of the Order of
St John, Lord Vestey, at the cere-
mony in the Grand Priory
Church, Clerkenwell.

Each award is approved by the
Queen in her role as Sovereign
Head of the Order.

Lord Vestey said: "These men
and women are being honoured at
the investiture ceremony in recog-
nition of their dedicated and often
long-term service in the Order's
charitable foundations - St John
Ambulance and the St John
Ophthalmic Hospital."

Around 100 people, from all
walks of life and all nationalities
who have adopted the St John
motto of "In the Service of
Mankind", were invested in
London.

Four such investitures are held
annually.
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People in the Gulf
Deck landing is wise move for tired owl

AIRCRAFT carrier HMS Illustrious
received an unusual visitor while she was
on deployment in the Gulf - a very tired
owl.

The owl was spotted on the guard rail
near the aft Goalkeeper, and attracted
attention from several of the ship's com-
pany - including PO(PHOT) Andy

Gedge and Lt Charlie Bishop, who was
caught by Andy taking his own photo-
graph of the bird.

During its stay aboard the ship, the vis-
iting owl was fed pusser's sausages and
raw chicken.
• Flight deck refit - see centre
pages.

Mike's final claim
THE LAST Leading Communications Technician in the
Navy - that's the claim for former LCT Mike Chitty, who
has now been uprated to POCT.

Mike, a communications analyst in HMS Coventry in the
Gulf, was advanced on board by Coventry's Commanding
Officer, Capt Paul Lambert.

There will be no more LCTs as the Service ended direct-
entry recruiting for CTs in 1994, senior ratings in the special-
isation now being drawn from the Operator Mechanic branch.
• More news from HMS Coventry - centre pages.

Personal touch from Jim
COMEDIAN Jim Davidson was on hand to
entertain the ship's company of HMS
Invincible in the closing stages of her home-
ward passage from the Gulf.

Jim accepted an invitation, at short notice, to fly
out to the ship with Richard Astbury, head of
Combined Services Entertainment.

Rather than perform a single large show, Jim vis-
ited as many messes and workplaces as he could,
sharing a laugh and a joke with people on a per-
sonal basis.

Jim does not normally charge a fee for these
Service events, but the fee he was offered on this
occasion was donated to two Service charities, the
South Atlantic Medal Association and the Gurkha
Welfare Trust.

The BBC is seeking contestants for Jim
Davidson's Generation Game.
• Contact the contestants line on 0181 225 6108 or
0181 225 7558, leaving your name, address and tele-
phone number.

• Spit and polish - trainee officer Andrew Blackburn adds a bit of sparkle to HMS Coventry's
nameboard during his sea experience as part of his course at Britannia Royal Naval College,
Dartmouth. When Andrew heard he was going to Coventry at the height of the Gulf crisis, he
was delighted, he said, to get away from the "hum-drum" of life ashore. And he wasn't even
put off when he found that officers under training are expected to do some of the menial tasks
on board, as well as fulfil such duties as bridge watchkeeping.

POLO SHIRTS
T SHIRTS
SWEATSHIRTS
SHORTS
RUGBY SHIRTS
CAPS
PILOT SHIRTS
JOCKEY SHORTS
BADGES AND MORE

QUALITY MERCHANDISE FR

EMBROIDERED OR PRINTED CLOTHING
FROM REGALBRANDS LTD
LOWEST PRICES & FASTEST DELIVERY

GUARANTEED - NO ARTWORK CHARGE

• STAFFED BY EX SERVICE PERSONNEL •

TEL 01283 551155 OR FAX 01283 551658

FOR BROCHURES AND PRICES

QUALITY COMPANY:

WHYTES

BEECHFIELD

HELP US TO KEEP
YOUR OPPO
AFLOAT

THE ROYAL NAVAL
BENEVOLENT TRUST
By '»< Navy - fcr (he Navy

The RNBT helps past and present Sailors,
Royal Marines and their dependants.
Over the past 75 years the RNBT has given tens of millions of
pounds to help Naval people and their families in need.

We need support to continue this work and are extremely
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Manchester
keeps cool
in Norway

HMS MANCHESTER was
the only RN ship in the 'Crisis
North' region of exercise
Strong Resolve but her
involvement had a major
impact.

The ship played the part of
Lime (enemy) forces with the
rest of STANAVFORLANT, sev-
eral German and Norwegian Fast
Patrol Boats, a Norwegian coast-
guard cutter and the associated
land and air forces.

Manchester was stationed
within the Arctic Circle and
received her 'blue nose' on pas-
sage to Bodo, the first time that
many of the ship's company had
ventured so far north.

After a work-up to get used to
the extreme cold, a force integra-
tion phase gave them the chance
to work more closely with the
other units and agencies involved
in the exercise.

Manchester then took on the
role of the Task Uni t
Commander of the amphibious
landing force for a freeplay exer-
cise in the narrow confines of the
Astafjorden and Vaagsfjord area,
providing protection from enemy
aircraft, warships and sub-
marines.

Manchester, along with
German frigate Mecklenburg
Vorpommen and Norwegian
Coastguard vessel Nordkap and
coastal artillery managed to com-
pletely deny access to fjords,
'shooting down' numerous enemy
aircraft.

The amphibious landings went
to plan with Manchester provid-
ing gunfire support to negate the
little resistance from shore.

Surprise attack
At one stage, Manchester

received information that an
enemy submarine was alongside
in Haarstad harbour and their
CO was surprised to receive a
ship's crest from her boarding
officer on completion of a sur-
prise attack!

Manchester's Lynx was the
only helicopter to remain service-
able throughout the whole period
and helped to enable the Lime
forces to engage and 'sink' every
enemy heading for the fjords.

After the landing phase,
Manchester and Norwegian ship
Narvik engaged and 'sank' the
only remaining enemy ships, the
Canadian frigates St John's and
Halifax.

Then, turning their attention
ashore, the ships continued to
Bodo airfield where they fired on
the runway and tower and
engaged the numerous aircraft
landing and taking off.

After the exercise, STANAV-
FORLANT rejoined and pro-
ceeded to Trondheim for a well-
earned port visit.

NAVY HELPS NATO l\l
CRISIS MANAGBVIBVT
THE ROYAL Navy

played a crucial role
in Exercise Strong

Resolve, the largest
NATO Exercise ever
held.

The exercise involved 25
countries and 50,000
Servicemen and was designed
to test NATO's response to
crisis situations occurring in
two geographical regions at
the same time.

And for the Royal Navy ships
and their RFAs, flexibility was the
name of the game.

Arctic rendezvous
While HMS Manchester was

embroiled in combat operations in
'Crisis North' inside the Arctic
Circle, more than a dozen RN
frigates, destroyers, minesweepers
survey ships were heading for
'Crisis South.'

HMS Fearless and the amphibi-
ous task group sailed directly from
Norway to join Strong Resolve
after taking part in winter exercis-
es Green Wader and Cold Winter.

The ship, along with RFAs
Argus, Sir Tristram, Sir Galahad,
Sir Percivale and Olwen joined
the French assault ship FS Foudre
for combat effectiveness training,
and landings in Quiberon Bay.

Then the group completed an
opposed passage to Southern
Spain where they helped to
restore stability to a fictional
region of Azure" with landings at
Sierra Del Retin.

During this time RFA Argus
acted as the main operating base
for helicopters, with seven Sea
King Mk 4 helicopters from 845
and 846 NAS and the flight deck
being used by aircraft as diverse as
Lynx, Pumas and Hueys.

The helicopters were used to
allow British Royal Marines and
their Dutch counterparts to estab-
lish beachheads and for rapid
transportation ashore, with Argus
accommodating up to 1,200 troops
at the height of the exercise.

Distress call
Earlier, HMS Chiddingfold and

HMS Ledbury rendezvoused off
the coast of Brest at the start of
Strong Resolve, joining forces with
four French MCMVs.

During her passage across the
Bay of Biscay, Chiddingfold was
called to assist the merchant vessel
Anja C. The vessel had taken on
30 tons of water in her bow after
losing a hatch in rough weather
and was having problems with sta-
bility.

• FEARLESS operating with a landing craft untility (LCU) and Lynx helicopter during peace support
operations off Sierra Del Retin in Southern Spain. Picture: LA(PHOT) Andy Pratt. HMS Fearless

Chiddingfold sent a sea boat
with men and equipment across
to the ship and after a tricky oper-
ation, the sailors successfully
pumped out the affected com-
partment.

After the passage the MCM
vessels met up with the remainder
of the MCM task force in
Portimao, Portugal, and set about
clearing beaches of mines for the
impending amphibious assault.

Chiddingfold was the first ves-
sel into the area and deployed her
sonar, remote control mine dis-
posal vehicles and divers to recov-
er exercise mines.

Further West, HMS
Liverpool's Capt Philip Wilcocks
was taking command of a group
which included HMS
Cumberland, Iron Duke,
Richmond, Somerset, RFA
Orangeleaf and the French
corvettes FS Pimodan and
Drogou.

They met south of the Algarve
and after an intensive period of
training with Spanish, Portuguese
and US navies, conducted a major
anti-surface exercise.

Their task was to find an embar-
go-breaker played by the 57,000
ton United States military forward
support vessel called the Stephen
W Pless which was being protected
by a 'rebel' task force led by HMS
Argyll and including the Italian

frigate ITS Aliseo and the French
A69 frigate Commandant de la
Herminiere.

The search spanned the Straits
of Gibraltar and the Eastern
Mediterranean before Pies was
discovered hugging the Spanish
coast and Iron Duke and Liverpool
managed to apprehend her despite
some close attention from the
'Azurian' rebels.

Liverpool's group also made the
most of the opportunities for
multi-threat training during the
Force Integration Stage of the
exercise with several major air
defence exercises involving AV8s
from the Spanish aircraft carrier
Principe De Asturias and RAF
Tornado GRIBs.

Boarding party
For the final part of Strong

Resolve, the group split into two,
with Cumberland taking charge of
ships heading north to work off the
Portuguese Atlantic coast where
they acted as Azurian Forces loyal
to the fictitious government but
intent on drawing NATO forces
into the dispute.

Cumberland led boarding opera-
tions on to suspected rebel ships,
towed a vessel reported disabled by
rebel fire and conducted live firings
on the high seas, all contravening
the 'UN Resolution' in force and

aimed at testing if NATO's resolve
really was strong!

Meanwhile Liverpool remained
in the Straits of Gibraltar and
Eastern Med and had several skir-
mishes with NATO forces,
although in the end the 'peace' was
finally kept.

Strong Resolve also put the act-
ing talents of RFA Orangeleafs
crew to the test. She was tasked
with acting as a merchant ship with
a valuable cargo loyal to Azure but
switching sides to the rebels when
the going got too tough.

Warships' boarding passes where
subjected to a motley attired and
somewhat stroppy crew, com-
pounded by a captain who only
spoke Welsh and the performances
were reported as being worthy of
Equity cards.

Orangeleaf also topped up the
tanks of nine Strong Resolve par-
ticipants at the end of the exercise,
and said the queue was reminiscent
of Saturday morning at the super-
market petrol station.

At the end of the exercise,
Liverpool's Capt Wilcocks said:
"AH units have acquitted them-
selves very well, building on nation-
al training to meld into an integrat-
ed task group. It has been a privi-
lege and a pleasure to command
such an excellent task group, which
has worked so well together."

Minister
drops in
ARMED Forces Minister
Dr John Reid was among
the VIPs who joined RN
ships during Strong
Resolve.

Dr Reid is pictured
(above) on board a beach
armoured recovery vehicle
from the Amphibious Task
Group with 4ASRM's Sgt
Steve O'Sullivan.

On line info
HMS ROEBUCK was the
only Rapid Environmental
Assessment unit involved
in exercise Strong Resolve.

Roebuck had already spent
five weeks gathering data on
Southern Spanish beaches dur-
ing Exercise Rapid Response
(A'anyWews April 1998.)

She disseminated this infor-
mation to all units involved in
Strong Resolve and stayed in
the area to provide on the spot
environmental data collection
for the amphibious task group
commander.

The ship was able to keep
other units up to date by send-
ing hundreds of megabytes of
information on mine, amphibi-
ous, ASW and above water war-
fare information via the inter-
net.

Roebuck was diving support
vessel for FDU02 who were
involved in very shallow water
mine clearance operations.

New weapon
HMS Triumph operated in
direct support of HMS
Chatham and her task force
during Strong Resolve.

Triumph helped to locate and
identify the enemy task force
and discover U25, a German
Diesel submarine, found lurk-
ing in the middle of the traffic
separation scheme.

U25 laughed when she was
asked to surface, and since
Triumph was not allowed to
sink her, she did the next best
thing, exposing the sub to her
secret weapon, singing "Rule
Britannia" over the underwater
telephone.

The Germans replied with a
Teutonic rendition of "It's A
Long Way To Tipperary" as she
was tracked departing from the
exercise area.

SURPRISE A FRIEND
ORLOVEDONE
For any
occasion., send
a CD Telegram in your voice

A CD TELEGRAM IS A MESSAGE RECORDED IN YOUR OWN VOICE ON CD WITH BACKGROUND MUSIC
YOU CAN RECORD A MESSAGE AS LONG OR AS SHORT AS YOU WISH

CALL: 0700 900 9001 MON-FRI 10AM-8PM
SAT/SUB 9AM-5PM

ONIY

£9.99
THEY'D LOVE TO hear FROM YOU

B Don't write. Send a CD Telearam!
SWITCH *^

• HMS Argyll leads the task unit protecting the 57,000 ton US military forward support ship
Stephen W Pless, playing the role of a merchant ship with a valuable cargo.
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Simon issues
an invitation
to the Arctic
FALKLANDS veteran Simon
Weston is on the look-put
for Naval personnel willing
to tackle a 100km trek
inside the Arctic Circle.

Simon is the Vice President
of the Royal Star and Garter
Home for disabled ex-Service
personnel and the expedition
to Lapland in September is his
latest fund-raising initiative.

Launching the challenge,
Simon said: "I hope as many
people as possible will join me
on this adventure and help to
raise much-needed funds for
the disabled ex-residents of
the home.

"I'm really looking forward to
it and hope that, with your
help, we can make this event a
great success."

Entrants can also opt for a
435km bike ride in the same
region. For an information
pack, call Patsy Willis or
Belinda Cuthbert on 0181 940
1351.

CAPTAIN BACKS
BOSNIA APPEAL

THE CAPTAIN of RFA Diligence is making a personal appeal on behalf of
children in the war-torn Bosnian city of Mostar.

Capt Roger Robinson Brown experienced the misery and destruction caused by the
war first-hand when he was Commanding Officer of RFA Resource during Operation
Lodestar, one of Britain's contributions to the Stabilisation Force (SFOR).

Mostar's Muslim and Croat
communities endured three years
of heavy shelling by Serbian forces
but worse was to come.

When the Serbian advance was
halted the Croats turned on the
Muslims and attempted to drive
them from the city by shelling and
hand-to-hand fighting.

And the legacy is a hatred
between the two communities and
an ever-present danger from aban-
doned mines and explosive ord-
nance.

Capt Robinson-Brown said:
"Unless you have been exposed to

Bosnia it is very difficult to com-
prehend the misery that many of
the people have gone through.
Mostar was particularly unpleasant
and even now it is menacing and
unsafe at times.

Mine awareness
"The charity I want people to

consider supporting is Dyeca Prije
Svega - Children Before
Everything. It is centred around a
pop music radio programme which
is presented by children for all chil-
dren in Mostar.

"The charity's aim is to over-
come the hatred caused by the
attempted ethnic cleansing and to
promote mine awareness among
the audience.

"If you agree to support
Children Before Everything, the
money will be used to widen the
mine awareness programme and
give the children days out and a
respite from Mostar."

To make a donation, send a
cheque made out to Capt
Robinson-Brown (Children Before
Everything) to Commanding
Officer, RFA Diligence, BFPO 438.

FAMILIES day at HMS
Excellent raised £800 for
the Naomi House
Children's Hospice at
Winchester.

The money was present-
ed to the charity's Catherine
Beck by families day officer
Lt Grassy Meadows. This
year, HMS Excellent's fund
raising will support the
charity Sail Ability.

j SEVEN cyclists from HMS
Grafton raced the ship from
Edinburgh to Ipswich to raise cash
for their adopted charity.

The team, led by LCH Paul Allen,
arrived a few hours ahead of the ship
after a 440-mile journey, and collected
£1,300 for Beacon Hill Special Needs
School in the process.

Q SERVICEMEN from the Royal
Haslar Hospital clocked up a stagger-
ing 350km during a 24-hour charity
rowathon.

IN BRIEF
POMAs Dave Pickering and Richie

Speller, LMA Bob Harrington and SAC
Aaron Giles generated £1,200 for the can-
cer research campaign through their
exhausting effort.

Q Youngsters at St George's
Beneficial School in Portsmouth
have been given a helping hand
with their reading by volunteers
from HMS Nelson.

The sailors have been spending one
morning a week listening to the children
and hope that the scheme will become a
long-term project.

Q A charity for young people in
Portsmouth saved hundreds of
pounds in setting up a new drop-in
centre with help from ten sub lieu-
tenants from HMS Dryad.

The volunteers, who are on a 16-week
seamanship course, enabled the Southern
Focus Trust to clear out Anchor House
without professional help.

Coventry's
anglers net
huge profit
A TRIO of keen anglers on
board HMS Coventry, at pre-
sent on patrol in the Gulf,
hauled in a big catch when they
held a 24-hour 'fishathon' on
board.

While the frigate was at anchor
off Bahrain, they reeled in 77lb of
fish, mainly small sharks, on to the
ship's quarterdeck, using sand eels
for bait.

The anglers - LST Bob Holden,
LMEM Andy Ashworth and AB
Steve Bull - also brought in a
bumper £840 of sponsorship
money put up by the rest of the
ship's company. When Coventry
returns to the UK the cheque will
be presented to her adopted char-
ity, the Wild Goose Ward at
Derriford Hospital, Plymouth,
which treats children suffering
from leukaemia and cancer.

Fantastic indoor
and outdoor
facilities,

surrounded by
superb countryside
and beach locations

If it's fun you're after then the China Fleet Country Club is the place for you and
your family.

Situated on the banks of the River Tamar, just in Cornwall, with glorious beaches,
Dartmoor and the historic waterfront city of Plymouth just a short drive away.

With Pools, Flume, Bodz Fitness Suite, Solaria, Heat Waves, Health Suite
(Steam Room, Sauna, Plunge Poll, Jacuzzi and Juice Bar), 28 Bay Floodlit Golf
Driving Range and much, much more, having fun is never a problem at the China

Fleet.

The China Fleet offers a wealth of choice with three bars, Adult Lounge Bar coffee lounge
and the mouth watering Farmhouse Restaurant.

At the China Fleet Country Club when the day draws to a close you can return to
your own apartment, relax in front of satellite TV, prepare a light meal in the fully
equipped fitted kitchen or simply contemplate tommorow's offererings - Squash,
Badminton or let the children loose on the Bunny dragon Castle.

For a free copy of China Fleet Country Clubs 'Making
you Welcome'brochure, with prices to delight you,
'phone (01752) 848668 now!

Saltash, Cornwall PL12 6LJ
Telephone (01752) 848668
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JACKS STORE
Gifts With a Nautical FlaVOUr - ideal for those with a love of sea & ships. Our range of Giftware is growing! so

much so we can no longer fit everything onto one page, but our catalogue is FREE! Send for your copy now.

T«Sfilrts &
Areatsfifrts

White traditional style with
Ship & Flag logo on the front

White Sweatshirts
:Small/Med/Lge/XLge
\£13.95uK
\Suiface Mail Abroad please add 7$p

Children's T Shirts 22"-32"
£4.50uK
Surface Mail Ahmad please add 30p
Adult Small/Med/Large

£5.75 UK
Surface Mail Abroad please add JSp
X Large & XX Large

£7.50 UK
Surface Mail Abroad please add 50p

Traditional \
stainless-steel

6oz spirit flask
features a captive

top (means you
can't lose it).

Because it's stainless
it's very tough and

will delight your
descendants in years to

come. Branded with the Royal Navy
Crown.

£16.99 UK
\^Surface mail abroad please add 75p ̂

Anchor
(§ CROWN COPYRIGHT/MOD

Reproduced with the permission
of the Controller of HMSO

Two pairs of teak chopsticks
with silver plated handles
complete with a pair of heavy
silver plated 'rests' and
engraved with the Royal
Navy Crown.
Presentation boxed.

£18.99 UK (2 pain)

Surface mail abroad
please add 75p

Navy News has added this unusual
Anchor design Corkscrew to their
giftware catalogue. Handmade
from real English Pewter it
bears the Royal Navy Crown
and comes presentation boxed.

£14.95 UK
Surface mail abroad
please add 50p

NB Items

are not shown

actual size

Navy fi<iwi*

This long awaited
authentic clock styled
in red, white & blue
will compliment any
room in your home.

Size 14'A" diameter

£41.99 UK
Surface mail abroad
please add 50p

_
100% cotton with
stiffened peak, back size-
adjuster. Gold coloured
Royal Navy Crown to the
front, and Navy News
logo to the back.

Available in Black or
Blue (please specify)

£3.99 UK
Surface mail abroad
please add 50p

The Ideal Travel and Grooming
accessory. This neat Nickel plated
compact set, complete with
integral mirror is beautifully
engraved with the Royal Navy
Crown... A must for those who
like to travel light.

£7.99 UK
Surface mail abroad
please add 75p

Blazer Buttons
Full set of 7 men's enamelled blazer
buttons in translucent dark blue. Gold
plated Royal Navy
Crown and trim
adds that
p e r s o n a l
touch.

Surface mail abroad
please add 70p

Classic design, superb silver-
plated finish combined with
engineering efficiency.
Branded centrally on top with
Royal Navy Crown.

Surface mail abroad
please add 75p

. 8x magnification weighing in at only
62grams & branded with the Royal
Navy Crown. Made from
Aluminium, with a focusable

1 eyepiece....in every way a
professional tool. Easily pocketable...

i for any outdoor event, concert and
i theatre or even simply to watch the
• birds! Small nylon carrying case

included.

£31.99 UK
Surface mail abroad please add 75p

£17.95 UK
Surface mail abroad

« please add 50p

Silver plated and natural cork
wine stopper for elegantly
resealing the odd bottle
of wine which
remains unfinished
after the first sitting.

£9.99 UK
Surface mail abroad
please add 75p

// Hand-made black 'napa' hide carrying-case
holds two stainless-steel tubes. One is a ball-
top spirit flask, the other tube will
take up to a 'corona' size cigar.
The tube is air and watertight. The
case is embossed with the Royal
Navy Crown.

£32.99 UK
Surface mail abroad
please add 75p

Calling Navy News Subscribers II
Did you know that by quoting your unique subscriber
number, you can take advantage of 10% OFF any of 'NAVY NEWS'
OWN promotional items advertised throughout the paper

To order any item on this page write to the Business Manager, Navy News, HMS Nelson, Portsmouth PO1 3HH. TEL: 01705 826040
FAX: 01705 830149. Cheques payable to Navy News to accompany orders. For orders outside the UK payment can be made by

Cheque/International Money Order in £ sterling and drawn on UK bank
or for payment by Credit Card/ Switch/Solo, UK & Abroad, please use coupon on page 4

PLEASE ALLOW 28 DAYS FOR DELIVERY. ALL UK PRICES INCLUDE POSTAGE & PACKAGING UNLESS OTHERWISE STATED
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•. Flower of
youth - SA
Alison Smith
gives the
children of
Akibo Belts
School in
Freetown a
closer look
at the flow-
ers she
received for
her help in
getting the
school back
into shape,
ready to
reopen for
the first
time since
May 1997.

• Escapee - Capt Anthony
Dymock, Commanding
Officer of HMS Cornwall,
welcomes Or Mike
Downham to the ship. Dr
Down ham was forced to
flee into the bush from Bo
Hospital at the end of
February, when fighting
intensified. He was flown to
Freetown by RN Sea King
helicopter and received
medical attention on the
ship.

Frigate's 'kick-start' wins
accolades

THE SHIP'S company of HMS
Cornwall has won presiden-
tial praise for their humanitar-
ian work in Sierra Leone.

With the rebel junta crushed
by Nigerian forces, the democra-
tic government of President
Kabbah was faced with a crip-
pled country - but had the sup-
port of the Type 22 frigate, ready
to play a key role in helping
repair the shattered infrastruc-
ture.

Now back on deployment, the ship's company of
HMS Cornwall has had time to reflect on their diffi-
cult humanitarian role in rebuilding a country
where brutality and poverty had become the norm.

• Helping hand - UCpl Trevor
Smith RM, currently serving in
HMS Cornwall, gives Salh Banye
some comfort and reassurance at
the Wallace Johnson School in
Freetown.

HMS Cornwall, the West Africa
Deployment Ship, was asked to pro-
vide emergency food aid, engineer-
ing and medical expertise, medical
supplies and manpower to help
rebuild and reopen hospitals and
schools, and to help aid pro-
grammes.

Operation Resilient was under the
command of Permanent Joint
Headquarters in Northwood - but in
reality, many events and actions had
to be decided on the

spot in Freetown, the capital city, by
Capt Anthony Dymock, the frigate's
Commanding Officer.

As the ship sailed from Freetown
after almost a month in the area,
Capt Dymock said: "Freetown is
barely recognisable from the dark,
earless ghost town with a few fright-
ened faces when we first arrived
alongside.

"Once again the streets are throb-
bing, and even the Mercedes show-
rooms are being restocked."

He said the harrowing sights
would haunt the ship's company for
years to come.

"They have certainly been
shocked by some of the things they
have seen - most Europeans are not
used to this level of brutality and
poverty."

Peter Penfold, the British High
Commissioner, addressed the weary
ship's company before they left,

telling them: "Your efforts in Sierra
Leone should not be under-estimat-
ed, and I personally want to thank
you all for your remarkable achieve-
ments here."

His thoughts were echoed by
President Kabbah, who thanked Capt
Dymock and HMS Cornwall for their
"kick-starting" of the rebuilding and
renovation programme.

President Kabbah was hosted on
board the Devonport-based ship for
lunch.

Reflecting on the future, Capt
Dymock said: "The longer-term out-
look is difficult to call; the momen-
tum is not what we would wish.

"The Government, non-govern-
ment organisations and aid agencies
are having to start from scratch, but

bureaucratic inertia and private
agendas are frustrating what should
be a fast and effective programme of
relief."

After leaving Freetown, Cornwall
had a much-needed period of rest
and recuperation in Tenerife, where a
number of wives, families and
friends flew out to see them.

Accompanied by RFA Oakleaf, she
is now heading south along the west
coast of Africa, with visits scheduled
at places such as Nouadhibou in
Mauretania, Owendo (Gabon),
Duoala (Cameroon), Conakry
(Guinea), Luanda (Angola), Walvis
Bay (Namibia) and Port Elizabeth and
Cape Town (South Africa).

She is due back in the UK in
August.

• Remembering - HMS Cornwall's chaplain Garth Petzer talks to Second
World War veterans at the Commonwealth War Graves cemetery in

Freetown. The Chaplain conducted the service of remembrance which
Captain Dymock and the ship's company

attended.

{Pictures by PO(PHOT) Paul McCabe and LA(PHOT) Steve Wood.
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Penfriends
Would you like a
Naval Pen friend?

A ten word advertisement
in this column costs from as

little as £10.
WRITE MESSAGE HERE (MAX 10WDS)

HOW TO ADVERTISE: Simply write your message (10 Words), enclose
cheque/PO for £10 and send to: 'Penfriends', Navy News, HMS Nelson,
Portsmouth PO1 3HH. Replies to your box number will be forwarded on
daily. (Payment by credit card/switch please use coupon on page 4 )
HOW TO REPLY: Any person who writes to an advertiser must use a
stamped envelope bearing the advertisers box number clearly in the
bottom left hand corner. The letter should then be enclosed in a
second envelope and addressed as above. We cannot guarantee that
unstamped letters will be redirected.

Name:....
Address.

.Tel:
INTELLIGENT FUN loving
female late 20's looking for
friendship/romance BOX MAY 1
GORGEOUS RED-HAIRED
graduate, slim, kind, seeks nice guy
34+BOX MAY 2
PSYCHIATRIC NURSE (F) due to
study law invites correspondence
28+ BOX MAY 3
BLUE-EYED SAILOR cuddly,
educated, 27yrs, 5ft Tins, seeks lady
for friendship/romance BOX MAY 4
CRAZY LADY 41 going on
fourteen! seeks penpal similar age
BOX MAY S
PENFRIEND WANTED by
attractive female age 29 please write
soon BOX MAY 6
ATTRACTIVE BRUNETTE young
41, green eyes, friendly, outgoing,
seeks penfriends BOX MAY 7
DIVORCED, Ex RM seeks lady
companion, GSOH, cruising
comfortable yacht. BOX MAY 8

P.O. LATE Twenty's enjoys
campanology, learning French and
Rugby GSOH BOX MAY 9
ATTRACTIVE FEMALE, 34 in
need of TLC seeks penpal for
friendship/relationship BOX MAY 10
FIVE GIRLS seek male penfriends
with GSOH all letters answered
BOX MAY 11
ADVENTUROUS LADY 53 seeks
gentleman. Interests - dancing,
walking, maritime paintings BOX
MAY 12
DARK HAIRED beauty, young 37,
seeks Navy (28+) for romance BOX
MAY 13
ROTHERHAM FACTORY girls
require penfriends/ship to adopt
photgraphs appreciated BOX MAY 14
BLONDE DIVORCEE aged 30,

peiite 5ft 5" seeks service penpals for

friendship/relationship BOX MAY IS

SMILING, SINGLE - slim and smart

lady 40+ seeks pen-pal BOX MAY 16

ORGANIC GARDENER seeks

interesting people, python humour,

loves dumplings, gravy BOX MAY 17

EH-OH Two Tellytubbies seek

TinkyWinky and Dipsy to share

Tubbytoast! BOX MAY 18

SWEDISH/AMERICAN blonde

seeks handsome marines/sailors for

penfriends. BOX MAY 19

GREAT GRIN, 53 single lass wishes

non-smoking younger male pen-pal

BOX MAY 20

CLASSY BLONDE eyes blue 30's seeks

hunky sailor (photo please) BOXMAY21

PERSONAL
STUDIO 2

Sauna — Aroma massage — Jacuzzi.
NEW PRIVATE MEMBERS BAR OPEN.

Mon-Sat loam-midnight.
£JJJj£* I Sun 1 lam-midnicht. I CHCQUCS
"""-•I FRIENDLY STAFF |"""—|

Ca]]@198B Keyham Rd Plymouth
(opposite St Levans Gate)

01752 559955
Visiting service tel: 0831 526664.

PENPAL MAG for adults, choose
yourself a new penfriend from over
500 photos. APPROVAL copy from
MATCHMAKER, (A10) Chorley
PR7 4BS, or ring 01257 480155
(24hours).
OLD NAUTICAL Sextant wanted
in original case Tel. 01451 860385
anytime.
The CLANCY/FOLLET reader I
met on the London train on 27th
March. Apologies for my abruptness
but want to develop this brief
encounter. BOX 9649 leaving clues.
MICHELE, 29, 5' 6", blonde hair,
blue eyes, attractive, GSOH and
personality, caring, friendly and
sociable, loves enjoying life, seeks
navy lad. 27-34, with GSOH
and personality for friendship/
relationship. BOX 9650
32 yr OLD Mum (3 Tots) would like
to start a pcnfriendship with an
honest sailor. I'm 5' 8", slim and
have blue eyes. If you're lonely or
got hurt like me, grab a pen not a
pint and write. BOX 9651

WANTED &
FOR SALE

DRESSSWORD, belt, knot, bag
VGC £1100 ono 01484 453173

Mews
Available from your local newsagent
at ONLY 80p a copy. Place an order

to be sure of your copy.
In the event of difficulty

Tel '.O1705 725136

Get wise on DCIs

Taranto squadron to
re-form for Merlin

A SQUADRON which was
disbanded in 1989 will be
re-formed to operate the
Navy's new Westland
Merlin anti-submarine
helicopter.

When it ceased to exist, 824
Naval Air Squadron was
equipped with Sea King heli-
copters, but it has a history
which takes it back to 1933. In
1940 it was one of only four
Swordfish squadrons that dealt
a body blow to the Italian fleet
at Taranto in the first carrier-
borne torpedo attack.

At present only one 'Taranto'
squadron is in service - 819 NAS
which operates anti-submarine Sea
Kings.

In all, 824 won seven
Battle Honours in World War
II, flying Sea Hurricanes,
Wildcats and Barracudas,
as well as Swordfish, and
saw service protecting
Malta, Atlantic and Arctic
convoys.

Post-war 824 was equipped with
Fireflies, Avengers and Gannets
before converting to helicopters in
the late 1950s. In the Falklands
War it operated Sea King anti-sub-
marine and airborne early warning
aircraft.

The squadron is expected to re-
form at RN air station Culdrose by

@ The Westland Merlin helicopter... 824 Squadron, one of only four to possess one of the Fleet Air
Arm's proudest Battle Honours - Taranto - is being re-formed to evaluate the aircraft operationally.

the end of next year and will have
the task of providing advanced and
operational flying training for air-
crew and engineers.

The first front-line unit to use
the Merlin is expected to be 814
(Tiger) Squadron.

An earlier milestone in the
Merlin's entry into service takes
place on December 1 this year
when 700M Naval Air Squadron
re-forms at Culdrose as the Merlin
Intensive Flying Trails Unit. It will
provide the basis of operational
capability, establish the training
system foundation and identify
areas for future operational evalu-
ation.

A squadron bearing the number
700 was originally formed in 1940
and was the pool and HQ for all
catapult aircraft, mainly Walruses,
embarked in warships. From the
mid-Fifties independent units were
formed, briefly, as 700 Squadron to
trial new aircraft types.

Depending on its task the
squadron was given a suffix letter.
The IFTU which trialled the Sea
Harrier, under the command of Lt
Cdr Nigel (Sharky) Ward, in 1979-
80 was known as 700A Squadron;
while in its most recent incarna-
tion, as IFTU for the Lynx HAS.3
in 1990-92, it was known as 700L.

DCI RN 44/98

Vigilance keeping
the flames at bay

A DROP in the number of
fires in surface warships
last year was offset by a 50
per cent increase in fires on
board RFA vessels - from
eight to 12 - and a rise from
five to seven in submarines.

In all there were 90 fires
reported, compared with 88 in
the previous year, though the
degree of vigilance shown by
ships staff remains high,
resulting in only 15 per cent of
fires needing more than first-
aid.

Only one fire was due to neg-
ligence, and only 14 were not
put out by first-aid, electrical
isolation or self-extinguish-
ment. All 14 were in surface
warships, which accounted for
a total of 71 of the fires - a
decrease of four. Of the total
number of incidents, most took
place at sea, with 40 per cent in
harbour, refit or dock.

Changes in
insurance
for baggage
TRANSIT insurance for the
personal and household
effects of Service personnel is
now the responsibility of the
individual.

To compensate for the addition-
al cost, rates of disturbance
allowance have risen. Those who
are not entitled to disturbance
allowance on posting, including
single, living-in personnel, will be
able to claim an insurance
allowance up to £35.

Indemnity insurance for storage
and removals to and from store
will continue to be provided up to
a maximum value of £25,000 and a
maximum volume of 2,400 cu. ft.

DCI JS 34/98

'I saw smoke ...'

The largest single cause (33
cases) was an electrical or
electronic fault, and most of the
fires (41) took place in machin-
ery spaces.

Flooding incidents increased
from 22 in 1996 to 25. Twenty of
them were small and only five
medium. None was due to neg-
ligence. DCI RN 27/98

No more Qs for
women medics
FEMALE medical assistant recruits will no longer enter
Queen Alexandra's Royal Naval Nursing Service.

From April 1 all new entrant and re-entrant female MAs will
enter the Royal Navy MA branch within RN terms of service -
including access to a second open engagement and a reserve lia-
bility.

The move comes as a result of a review by the Medical Director
General (Navy), as well as changes brought about by the Defence
Costs Study, the introduction of sea service liaibility for females,
and their entry into the RN.

All female recruits to the MA branch will now drop the (Q) suf-
fix which has been part of their title since female MAs were first
accepted into the RN Medical Service in 1987. They will also lose
the Queen Alexandra monogram on their uniforms.

Existing MA(Q)s will be offered transfer to the RN MA struc-
ture, subject to them accepting RN terms of service. Otherwise
they will remain in the QARNNS as MA(Q)s. DCI RN 41/98

Trophy for
Type 42's
RAF work
HMS Manchester has been
awarded the Wattisham
Trophy as the RN vessel that
has most significantly promot-
ed integrated operations with
RAF units in a maritime envi-
ronment during 1997.

Having received a Good assess-
ment for anti-aircraft warfare
while undergoing operational sea
training at Devonport, the Type 42
destroyer maintained the impetus
during a joint maritime course as
the AAW Commander.

Through her close liaison with
23 Squadron RAF, many Air Force
personnel have been taken to sea
and exposed to the Naval perspec-
tive of air defence operations. She
has collaborated and assisted with
many trials and exercises in UK
waters which have helped lead to
further improvements in air
defence interoperability.

DCI JS 18/98

RN in Tall
Ships Race
ROYAL NAVY entry for this
year's Cutty Sark Tall Ships Race
is HM sail training craft Racer.

Applications to join in one of
the race's five legs are being invit-
ed from all ranks and ratings,
including Reservists and members
of University RN Units.

Racer will leave Gosport for
Falmouth on July 10 for the first
(eight-day) leg. The other legs will
take the yacht to Lisbon (July 18
to August 2), Vigo (August 2-11),
Dublin (August 11-24) and back to
Gosport which she reaches on
September 5.

Cost to participants of each leg
is between £50 and £280.

Racer has a berth for a skipper
and 11 crew, not all of whom need
to have had previous experience.
Over half the crew for the
Falmouth-Lisbon and Vigo-
Dublin legs must be under the age
of 26 on July 19.

Also running in June-August
will be the Joint Service sail train-
ing exercise Scotwest 98, compris-
ing 13 week-long legs off the west
coast of Scotland in HMSTC
Gawain, starting and ending at
Clyde Naval Base.

DCIs RN 40/98 & JS 11/98

This regular feature
gives general informa-
tion about new Defence
Council Instructions
affecting conditions of
service. If they apply to
you, study the full, origi-
nal text.



Blue over last
of Northella
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CHANGING from Blue to Red Ensign after more
than a decade's service in Naval training last
month was the much-loved mv Northella.

One of the ships taken up from trade (STUFT) in 1982, she was
part of 11 Mine Countermeasures Squadron during the Falklands
War and was later brought back again with three others of her
class to work for Commodore Clyde in initial Officer of the
Watch training.

In 1984-85 she transferred to Flag Officer Plymouth and was fully con-
verted for navigational training requirements and Royal Marines support
work - in which role she continued right up to the end of March.

In that time she steamed over a quarter of a million miles and trained
some 2,250 students, averaging 39 training weeks at sea a year.

"She played a most important role in the training of younger officers
and will be sadly missed by all who have worked with her," said the
Officer in Command of her Naval Party 1020, Lt Cdr Douglas Sewell -
who is also leaving the Navy.

"She was economic, she was versatile - she had everything."
The mv Northella is now returned to trade and will undergo a major

refit in her new role in seismic and remote operated vehicle work. Much
of her navigation training task has now been taken over by the Amethyst
bridge simulator at HMS Dryad.

R FA Gold Rover made a four-day visit to
Buenos Aires last month, on her way to take
up duties as the South Atlantic station tanker.

Although the ice patrol ship HMS Endurance visited the
port last year and also in 1995, this is the first visit by an
RN 'Grey Line' ship to Argentina since the Falklands war.

The Gold Rover, one of three small tankers of the Rover-
class, is in the South Atlantic to support the Falkland
Islands guardship, where she has relieved RFA Grey
Rover.

"Her call at the Argentine capital is a significant step
forward in the improving defence relations between the
UK and Argentina and will serve to strengthen links
between our navies," an MOD spokesman told Navy News.

"Formal diplomatic relations with Argentina were
restored in 1990. Apart from the issue of sovereignty over
the Falklands, South Georgia and the Sandwich Islands,
the UK now enjoys excellent bilateral relations with
Argentina and we see eye-to-eye on a range of interna-
tional issues.

"Argentina is now the largest market for British exports in
Latin America and one of our fastest-growing markets in
the world. The Government has invited President Menem
to make an official visit to the UK in the second half of 1998.

"We have been strengthening our bilateral defence rela-
tionship with Argentina since 1993 through a programme
of military contacts."

In December Argentine Defence Minister Dominguez
called on Defence Secretary George Robertson - the first
meeting between the countries' defence ministers since
1982.

UK and Argentine forces serve together under UN com-
mand in Cyprus and both have contributed to coalition
efforts in the Gulf.

The Gold Rover also made an overnight call into
Montevideo on her way south. She is expected to be on
station for up to two years, during which she is likely to
make further visits to South American ports.

• RFA Gold Rover.

• mv Northella passes HMS Dolphin for the last time as Navigation Training Vessel.
QIC Naval Party 1020, and mv Northella's Master, Capt Terry Chantler.

Inset: trading ensigns - Lt Cdr Douglas Sewell,

Blockade of
Malta 1798
exhibition
AN EXHIBITION to mark the
200th anniversary of the RN
blockade which prevented
Napoleon invading the shores of
Malta is to be set up in the island's
Maritime Museum at Vittoriosa.

The blockade lasted almost two
years, with the French army being
confined behind the walls of
Valletta while the RN ships sealed
off the entrance to Grand
Harbour. Men and women in
Malta, eventually reinforced by
British and Sicilian troops, con-
ducted a siege on land and finally,
in September 1800, the French
garrison surrendered.

Exhibits - most of which will
never have been on public display
before - will be drawn from the
collections of the Maltese
Government, the Nat ional
Mari t ime Museum and private
individuals.

Tel 0171 494 2479 for further
details.

LESMA
BRITISH LIMBLESS EX-SERVICE MEN'S ASSOCIATION

From the Great War, the Second World War,
Korea, Falklands, Northern Ireland and more

recent conflicts, Men and Women have suffered
the loss of a Limb or Limbs in the Service of this
Country.

Today, Alistair who recently lost both legs is
looked after by the British Limbless Ex-Service

Men's Association. With over 6,000 men and
women to care for, we need every penny you can
spare. We also look after dependants of our
Members and, in particular, their Widows. Welfare
Support, nursing and the management of our
Homes costs money - money that will come from
people like you who care about those who served
their Country and came home like Alistair...

THEY DID THEIR BEST. NOW IT IS UP TO US TO REPAY THEM. PLEASE GIVE AS MUCH AS YOU CAN.

The British Limbless Ex- Service Men's Association
185-187 High Road

Chadwell Heath
Romford, Essex RM6 6NA

Q Please find enclosed my donation for £ Registered Charity No.207621

or charge my Mastercard/Visa/Other (please specify)

Card No. (You may, if you wish, telephone these details direct to 0181 590 1124)

Valid from:. Expiry:. .Signature:.

Please send me further details about the British Limbless Ex-Service Men's Association

Name (BLOCK LETTERS).

Address

Signature .
Data Protection Act. We may occasionally wish to contact you with news of our work. If you would prefer that
we do not please tick box. Q
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• Floating away - Admiralty Floating Dock 60 heads for
Iceland after dominating the Gareloch skyline lor 32
years. Although not a commissioned ship, the dock was
entitled to fly the White Ensign, which was lowered at a
ceremonial sunset ceremony. Built in Portsmouth, AFD60
arrived in Scotland in 1966, and was one of 81 docks built
by the Admiralty between 1906 and 1945.

Fun in
the sun

A TIMESHARE in Florida is
available at the end of
September for non-commis-
sioned personnel of the RN,
RM, WRNS and QARNNS.

The one-bedroom apart-
ment for up to four adults is
at St Augustine Beach, and
nearby attractions include
Disney World, Sea World
and Kennedy Space Centre.

The holiday, from
September 27 to October 11,
costs £480; travel and insur-
ance are NOT included.

Applications must be
made in writing to the China
Fleet Club (UK) Charitable
Trust, Saltash, Cornwall
PL12 6LJ by August 3, giv-
ing a daytime contact tele-
phone number. A draw will
be held.

Comms centre
changes hands

Is tested

OWNERSHIP of the former
Naval communications centre
at Fort Southwick has passed
to a newly-formed defence
agency.

Both the centre itself, and the
historic site on Portsdown Hill
overlooking Portsmouth, have
been transferred from
Commander-in-Chief Fleet's port-
folio to the Defence
Communications Service Agency,

which is now responsible for deliv-
ering information for defence.

Commcen Fort Southwick
(FSK) has been divided into two
separate business units, both head-
ed by RN lieutenants.

Previously Commcen FSK was
one of seven centres within the
Naval Shore Telecommunications
Network, which in the main pro-
vided formal messaging for Naval
shore authorities, HM ships and
RFAs. That is now part of DCSA.

Incorporating Forces Ferry Service

01480 436655 - GPTN 7834 7936
FAX 01480 436655

HERE IS A SELECTION OF OUR SPECIAL HOVERSPEED
OFFERS AVAILABLE UNTIL 8 JULY DEPARTING

FROM DOVER OR FOLKSTONE

CALAIS OR BOULOUGNE - FROM £55

OSTEND ON THE HIGH SPEED SEACAT - FROM £65

WE ALSO HAVE EXTREMELY COMPETITIVE PEAK SEASON
RATES TO BOTH DESTINATIONS.

MANY OTHER DISCOUNTED FERRY FARES AVAILABLE

FLIGHTS BY CONTINENTAL AIRLINES
NEW YORK / WASHINGTON / BOSTON £ 255
LOS ANGELES / SAN FRANSISCO £ 330
MIAMI £ 255
ORLANDO £ 305
CHICAGO / DETROIT £ 275

These prices EXCLUDING TAXES, are available until
31 May 98 and are all subject to availability. When calling
please quote NNUSA. For fares to other destinations
please call.

[LTTt®

A Vesting Day was held to mark
the occasion, attended by Rear
Admiral Peter Franklyn, Flag
Officer Surface Flotilla.

Fort Southvvick, a listed ancient
monument, has long been associat-
ed with Britain's maritime forces.

Completed in 1870, the fort was
designed to protect Portsmouth
Dockyard, denying potential
French invaders the high ground
needed to bombard the Naval base
away to the south.

It fell into a reserve role by the
end of the 19th century, but in
1944 came its finest moment, when
it was Combined Operations
Headquarters for Operation
Overlord; the network of subter-
ranean tunnels contained a com-
prehensive Naval Operation
Control Centre with associated
communications capabilities.

In 1945 the fort reverted to
reserve status unt i l 1962. when it
enjoyed 12 years as a NATO com-
munications centre.

The fort itself is now sealed off,
and the main communications cen-
tre is above ground.

• Eastern rovers - from left, LWEM(R) Juan Lawson, POWEM(O)
Dave Chislett, Cdr Paul Morris and LWEM(O) Mark Naylor.

Col I ing wood teams
grab high placings

TWO TEAMS from HMS
Collingwood have tested their
driving and navigation skills
in an Army competition - and
both finished high up the
order.

Team One - POWEM(O)
Dave Chislett and Cdr Paul
Morris - came third out of 40
entries in the Expert category.

Their colleagues in Team

Two - LWEM(R) Juan Lawson
and LWEM(O) Mark Naylor -
finished fifth out of 22 in the
Beginners event.

The daylight exercise took
place over a 100-mile course
at Stanford training area, and
tested crews' skills at route-
plotting, map-reading, time-
keeping and driving, using
Land Rovers.

• Back home - destroyer HMS Glasgow reach-
es Portsmouth after more than 18 months in
refit at Devonport. Work included updated
weapons and machinery systems, hull repairs
and a new mainmast.

UN ruling
may affect

juniors
JUNIOR sailors and Royal
Marines may be kept away from
operat ional s i tuat ions under a
planned new protocol of the UN
Convention on the Rights of the
Child.

The Army already excludes sol-
diers under 17 years and three
months, while for the RAF the
bottom age l imi t is 17 years and six
months, but the RN current ly
allows 16-year-olds to go on active
duty.

Defence Minister Lord Gilbert
announced a review of this policy
in the House of Lords last month
- in the week that OM David
Allen joined I IMS Cardiff, two
months before his 17th bir thday,
for a three-month tour as par t of
the NATO Standing Naval Force
Mediterranean.

Medical link
is confirmed

THE LONG-STANDING con-
nection between the Royal Navy
Medical Services and the Royal
Army Medical Corps was rein-
forced at a mess dinner at the
Royal Naval Hospital in Gibraltar.

The hospital, in a stunning set-
ting overlooking the Straits of
Gibraltar, was run by the RAMC
until 1964, and it was deemed fit-
ting that this centenary year of the
Corps should be marked in some
way at the hospital.

Show features battle
A BOAT show is promis-
ing a spectacular final-day
draw - a re-enactment of
the Battle of Trafalgar and
open-air concert.

The International Wooden
Boat Show at the National
Maritime Museum, Green-
wich, features dinghies,
canoes, skiffs, day boats,
yachts and motorboats, and

children will get the chance
to paddle a coracle in the
boating pool.

Chandlery and boating
equipment will also be on dis-

The show runs from
Thursday May 28 to Sunday
May 31.

Details are available on
0181 858 4422 or 0181 312
6565.
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Tribunal
ruling

was 'harsh'
THE MOD is considering
an appeal following a
'harsh' industrial tri-
bunal ruling on a dis-
crimination claim.

CPO Pauline Telfer
claimed that she had been
passed over for promotion
to warrant officer because
she had no sea-going expe-
rience, and that as she had
joined the Navy before
women were allowed to go
to sea this amounted to sex
discrimination.

In 1990 the policy
changed, and Wrens
already serving were given
the option of going to sea.

The Southampton tri-
bunal ruled that CPO Telfer
had been discriminated
against, and that the Navy
had refused to acknowl-
edge that it was at fault.

As CPO Telfer, a radio
supervisor at HMS
Collingwood, had not been
promoted, she will have to
retire next year, while as a
warrant officer she could
have continued for a further
ten years.

Based on lost earnings,
and an element for "hurt
feelings", the tribunal
awarded her £124,495.

An MOD spokesman said
the MOD accepted there
was inadvertent and indi-
rect discrimination against
CPO Telfer, but with no
malicious intent, adding
there was a feeling that the
wording of the ruling was
harsh.

Royal Navy to have 30 ships at festival

Port prepares for
maritime 'party'

Fishing boats
fined £1m

SPANISH trawler owners and
skippers have been fined more
than .C lm for illegal fishing.

The Spaniards admitted more
than 100 offences by a dozen boats
which occurred between 1995 and
1997, and were delected by Royal
Navy and Irish navy fishery protec-
tion vessels.

MM Ships Shetland, Orkney
and Guernsey, of the Fishery
Protection Squadron, were
involved in the in i t i a l detection of
the breaches of EU law.

PORTSMOUTH Naval Base is set to host "the
biggest party in Europe" this summer.

That is how media director David Redfern sees the
International Festival of the Sea, which takes place
from August 28 to 31.

The first festival, held in Bristol two years ago,
attracted 368,000 people and was broadcast worldwide
to an audience of around 200 million.

This year the Naval Base can offer three times the
length of quaysides, and around SOO ships are expect-
ed to attend.

Thirty of the ships will be the biggest sailing ships in
the world, with the Mir, Sedov and Kruzenshtern from
Russia and Libcrtad from Argentina.

An 18th century street market a quarter of a mile
long will be created in Anchor Lane, opposite
Semaphore Tower, and there will be street entertain-
ers, exhibitions and demonstrations.

The Royal Navy will play a major role - and
sees the festival as an ideal opportunity to
make contact with those who may be inter-
ested in a Navy career.

Capt Paul Canter, one of the festival organisers,
said: "The Festival is an upbeat way to reach decision-
makers in industry, those youngsters who may be con-
sidering the Navy as a career, as well as a large inter-
national audience.

"It is a wonderful way to see our maritime heritage
and tradition in action - a vital element in our island
culture that is so often unseen.

"The Royal Navy will be represented with 30 ships,
with aircraft carriers, destroyers, frigates, mine
counter-measure vessels, survey ship HMS Endurance
and assault ships.

"This is probably the largest gathering of Royal
Navy ships in recent memory and we are very confi-
dent that the partnership between the Royal Navy and
the Festival team will be a great success."

The Navy's involvement will include Harriers, heli-

copters and the Fleet Air Arm historic flight.
The entry price will be £16, which will include

admission to HMS Victory, HMS Warrior I860 and
the Mary Rose, and all Historic Dockyard attractions .

Family tickets will cost £40, senior citizens will pay
£14 and children of six and over will pay £10. Serving
RN personnel will get £2 off the price of all tickets.

Musical entertainment includes a pop concert and
the Band of Her Majesty's Royal Marines, and the first
and last nights will finish with firework displays.

The site will open between 10am and midnight, with
the Navy side shutting down around 6pm to focus on
entertainment in the traditional ship area.

Tickets are on sale from this month at most Tourist
Information Centres in the South East, and in coming
months at South West Train stations, National Express
coach booking offices, through Wales and West Trains
or by phoning Ticketmaster on 0870 909 1998. They
will also be on sale at selected base NAAFI (Spar)
shops and Services shops.

Smooth test for new Merlin
THE LATEST Merlin helicopter has completed
one of the quickest, smoothest ground test
runs undertaken by a GKN Westland machine.

RN05, which will be handed to the RN
Intensive Flight Trials Unit at Culdrose later
this year, took just 20 minutes to pass the ini-
tial ground run.

"It is a significant achievement and under-
lines the progress which is being made with
production of the new generation Merlin," said
GKN Westland chief test pilot Colin Hague.

• Russian ship
Kruzenshtern.

A VISIT to London by HMS
Monmouth proved any-
thing but a break for the
ship's company of the
Type 23 frigate.

The ship, berthed along-
side HMS Belfast close to
Tower Bridge, served as a
platform for the filming of
models in nautical costumes
through the ages, an event
set up by the National
Maritime Museum to develop
their new costume gallery.

There were also Meet the
Navy days, when the frigate

was opened to the general
public, attracting more than
1,000 visitors in addition to
school groups and organised
tours.

The ship's Commanding
Officer, Cdr Malcolm Sillars,
visited the chapel in the
Tower of London in which lie
the remains of the Duke of
Monmouth.

When HMS Monmouth
sailed, she took with her
some 80 guests who enjoyed
a cruise down the Thames
before being landed at
Gravesend.

Navy to recruit
in cyberspace

THE ROYAL Navy website
is to feature at Internet
cafes and universities across
the country.

And recruiters hope the ini-
tiative will give them direct
access to the sort of people who
can handle fast-changing tech-
nology.

Visitors to Cybercafes will
get an on-screen invitation to
explore the Senior Service's
website, which contains almost
700 pages of information and
pictures.

Clicking on the invite opens
a page of adverts and informa-
tion about careers in the RN
and Royal Marines.

From this page they are
taken straight to the Navy site,
which is visited by more than
250,000 people a month.

An MOD spokesman said:
"We have career opportunities
now for young men and
women as officers and ratings
to take the Royal Navy into the
millennium and beyond.

"There is nothing 'virtual'
about world-wide travel, world-
class training, excitement and
variety which our careers offer.

"Be warned, after surging
through the ocean in a 3,500-
tonne frigate, you might find
cyberspace a little predictable."

The Navy website is at
http:/www.royal-navy.mod.uk.

• The location of the Festival.

New agency
torei
aircraft

Some complex aircraft
repair will in future be
done by a new Defence
Aviation Repair Agency
(DARA), Armed Forces
Minister Dr John Reid
announced last month.

The agency will be
termed next April by bring-
ing together the current
fixed wing and helicopter
repair agencies.

Said Dr Reid: "DARA will
be a vital step in the devel-
opment of joint organisa-
tions for the delivery of
defence output. It will be
efficient, keep military
skills which are required in
the front line, and provide
a surge capacity in a cri-
sis."

Current agencies are the
Naval Aircraft Repair
Organisation based at
Fleetlands, Gosport and
Almondbank (NARO) and
the RAF Maintenance
Group Defence Agency at
St Athan and Sealand.

• Screen scene - from ten, WTR Pony Moore, LS Harris Walker and
LWTR Sarah Adams at the Webshack in Dean Street, London.

OBTAINABLE ONLY FROM
AEDIFICAMUS PRESS,

FIRST EDITION
lardback

•ton most!/ in full colour.
iis super book is a fitting

„, ,uu^ ,.u .... ..... y of a unique and
beautiful ship at the end of its 43-year-old
career. We hold the last 46 of the I00-copy
Souvenir Collection - each one numbered
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THE ROYAL YACHT BRITANNIA
send for free catalogue of RN books
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ORDER FORMTo:Aedificamus Press, ! 13 The Ridgeway.Cuffley, Herts
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Personalised Chairs
Our Commordorc chairs are versatile, lightweight and
easy to stow, giving comfortable informal occasional
seating on deek or at home. At just £24.95, including
personalisalion with a name of message of up to ten
letters, they make excellent presents. Choose from:
Frame flashes Canvas colours
8270 Natural 8257 Lemon
8274 White 8258 Royal Blue
8275 Black 8261 Natural
8276 Mahogany stain 8263 Navy hlue
8277 Teak stool 8264 Black

Authentic
Bosun's Calls ••••• .
Regulation British-made Naval calls expertly engraved with Name, Rank and Number
,>r a message to a girlfriend etc. In presentation box with matching 50" neckchain.
historical notes and a guide to piping. Beware non-functional and unluneable imitations.
2131 Cold-plated call £27.50 2121 Silver-plated call £24.95
2111 Brass/Copper call £19.95 2101 Nickel-plated call £19.95

Engraving £2.20 per line (up to 18 letters and spaces - capitals and numbers count as
two). Up to four lines (two each side). We also supply unengraved standard nickel calls
at £14.95 (ref 2102).

Top Quality Ship's Bells
Our ship's bells arc manufactured in the finest tradit ion - sand-cast

in solid brass and hand-finished to a beaut i ful sheen. The
specification and design is lightly-controlled to meet maritime

requirements, the 8" and 12" si/es being DoT approved and
certificated for commercial use.

5081 4" Brass Ship's bell £17.95
5083 6" Brass Ship's bell £39.95
5105 8" Brass Ship's bell £110
5106 12" Ship's bell (no bracket) £295

Engraving - eg vessel name, port and construction
date, or achievement accolade. 4" bells: £1.20 per letter
6 & 8" bells: £1.65 per letter. Larger hells on request.

Postage and handling on all orders (UK mainland, N. Ireland and Scottish Islands) £2.95
TO ORDER call 01932 253333 or fax 01932 241679 with your credit/debit card
details or post (cheques also welcome) to:

Dept NN,The Ferry Point, Ferry Lane,
Shepperton-on-Thames, Middlesex,
TWI7 9LQ, England.
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"Hallo! What s a firing party mustering on the fo'c'sle for...?"

NEWSV1EW

I

Harassment on
the high seas

N THE long wake of the court martial in which Lt Col Keith
Pople was cleared of charges of scandalous conduct involv-
ing a junior female RN officer, came a report that female offi-

cers in the Merchant Navy have problems of their own.
One told the Seafarers International Research Centre at the

University of Wales she was so concerned that she slept with
a knife under her pillow.

There are less than 200 female officers in the Merchant
Navy, compared to over 18,000 men. Worldwide only 1-2 per
cent of seafarers are women - and this points to a particular
problem of isolation that the RN has been careful to address
since it first started sending women to sea.

Human nature being unhappily what it is, minorities always
feel themselves to be under threat. It makes no sense at all to
send anyone to sea who is going to stand out as an outsider.

Which is also a good reason for the Royal Navy to be anx-
ious to recruit more people from the ethnic minorities.

Meanwhile the confidential helpline the Navy has introduced
will be a valuable tool in countering all forms of harassment
that many will consider long overdue.

There is another reason why the Merchant Navy has cause
to feel less secure these days. Piracy is on the increase.
Commercial vessels are most at risk - and today's pirate

is more likely to be toting a Kalashnikov than a cutlass.
Worst area is still the South China Sea - although increased

patrols have actually effected a small reduction of incidents
there. There have been more reports from South America,
East and West Africa and the Indian Ocean. But there were
also attacks all around Europe last year.

The seamen's union Numast says its members were caught
up in one in ten acts of piracy. Some 26 ships were fired on in
1997 and 14 hijacked.The level of violence has never been so
high.

If the world has not been made a safer place with the end of
the Cold War, neither have the world's shipping lanes been
made safer from harassment by a scourge of the sea that is
probably as old as seafaring itself.

It's another argument in favour of maintaining a strong,
widely deployed Fleet. It was not until the Royal Navy arrived
in Hong Kong that the pirate menace there was contained.
Before that, the Chinese government was forced to pay regular
bribes to the pirate warlords whose huge fleets tnreatened to
extinguish seaborne trade in the area in the early 19th century.

• Kowloon pirates in the stocks at Hong Kong, awaiting
execution (date unknown). From White Ensign - Red Dragon,
available from Navy News (see advertisement on page 22).

Getting it
right - the
Union Jack
ON APRIL 12, 1606 the crosses of St George

and St Andrew were combined to form what
became known as the Union Jack. It was and

is, first and foremost, a Naval flag, so it is important
that Naval people get it right - and are able to help
other people get it right.

First in an occasional series by The Flag
Man- Cdr Bruce Nicolls, a leading authori-
ty on vexillography, the study of flags.
Elected President of the Flag Institute in
1988, Bruce is a member of the Heraldry
Society and the Society for Nautical
Research.

When James VI of
Scotland also became
James I of England he
decided to symbolise this
union by combining the two
crosses. It seems he felt he
needed an excuse for the
new flag and he took
advantage of differences
between English and
Scottish seamen as to
whose flag was superior.

His Royal Proclamation
ordered that all ships, war-
ships and merchant ships
alike, should fly the combined
flag "in their maintop".

In those days, warships and
merchant ships looked much
the same, and when foreign
ships were challenged for not
saluting British warships in the
English Channel they would
reply that they could not tell
one from the other.

British merchant ships also
masqueraded as warships in
order to evade pilotage
charges and harbour dues.
So it was that in 1634

Charles I issued another
proclamation reserving the use
of the Union Flag for "Our
owne Ships" and forbidding its
use by merchant vessels,
which were ordered to revert to
the separate national flags. To
this day, the flying of the Union
Flag at sea by ships other than
Her Majesty's remains illegal.

At about this time it was also
becoming the practice for
ships to fly a smaller Union
Flag on the little mast at the
end of the bowsprit instead of
the big flag at the main mast-
head. In those days the word
"jack" was in common use as a
diminutive, and so the smaller

flag became known as the
Union Jack.

In the 18th century fore and
aft sails were introduced on the
foremast stays, and the mast
on the bowsprit was no longer
fitted. The Ensign was now the
principal Naval flag, and it
became the custom to fly the
Union Jack in harbour only, at
a staff erected in the bows -
the jackstaff.

The Union Jack took its pre-
sent form in 1801 when the
Irish Parliament was disband-
ed and the red diagonal St
Patrick's cross was added to
the flag by combining it with
the white diagonal of St
Andrew. To give St Andrew's
cross superiority in the new
flag the white was placed
above the red on the senior,
hoist side, with the colours
reversed in the outer, fly part of
the flag.

This is most easily seen if
the St George's cross is
removed. The narrow white
stripes serve only to separate
the red from the blue field. The
correct design can be found in
BR 20, Flags of All Nations and
the Seamanship Manual.

From the time it came into
being, the name Union Jack
was given to the flag whatever
its use. The Admiralty used the
name freely, and in 1902 stated
that both Union Flag and Union
Jack were equally correct alter-
native names.

In 1908 Parliament
announced that "the Union
Jack" should be regarded as
the national flag. The Union
Flag may now be the official,
formal name, but it is perfectly
in order to call the flag the
Union Jack, whatever its use.

• Union Jack, with St George's and St Andrew's Crosses only,
used 1606-1801.

• Present Union Jack with St George's cross removed.

• Present Union Jack, from 1801.
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OPERATION BOLTON V

No more
a Gulf
between
them

RS COME HOME TO THAT WONDERFUL RAIN

IT WAS cold, wet and
windy, but for the sailors
on board the ships
returning from the Gulf,
the typical, early spring
weather was British -
and wonderful. For if the
weather was cool, the
homecomings certainly
were not.

First and biggest of the wel-
comes inevitably was reserved
for HMS Invincible, which left
Portsmouth in early September
and - before the Gulf crisis
diverted her — expected to
return for Christmas. Instead,
she was away for 205 days , 160
of which were spent at sea trav-
elling almost 50,000 miles.

Understanding that her ship's
company deserved a big thank you,
Defence Secretary George
Robertson embarked in the carrier
overnight to sail into Portsmouth
with her.

"They come home with honour,
and with victory behind them," he
said. "This was the right ship in the
right place at the right time doing
the right thing."

He said the ship's company con-
tributed critically to making sure
that the credibility of the UN was
restored and that Saddam Hussein
was forced into a climbdown.

Describing them as "dedicated,
brave people", he said that he had
talked to a large number of them

O Many happy returns for
HMS Nottingham and (top
and left) HMS Invincible.

Picture: LA(PHOT) Craig Leask. Surface Flotilla Photographic Unit

SUBSCRIBE TO
and found that
extremely high.

Invincible's Commanding Off-
icer, Capt James Burnell-Nugent,
described the resilience of the
ship's company as remarkable.
"They feel an enormous sense of
achievement," he said.

Two days earlier, the ship's air
group flew home to their air bases
- 800 (Sea Harrier) Squadron to
RN air station Yeovilton and 814
and 849 (Sea King) to RNAS

O Arms and the man - CPOAEAM Dave Saxton of 800 Naval Air
Squadron is greeted by his wife Sue and daughters Jenny and
Stephanie on his return to RN air station Yeovilton.

Culdrosc. At both stations there
were emotional, f ami ly reunions.

The day after Invincible
returned, the Type 23 frigate HMS
Somerset entered Dcvonport
after an eight-week deployment to
escort Invincible's relief, HMS
Illustrious, on her work-up and
voyage to the Gulf. Somerset had
spent 53 of her 57-day deployment
at sea.

On April 9, HMS Nottingham
returned to Portsmouth to another
rousing welcome. She had spent
seven months on Armil la Patrol,
which included visits to Malaysia
and Hong Kong before the Gulf
crisis developed. After a mainte-
nance period and leave, it is
planned that she will return East of
Suez after the summer.

On the same day that the Type
42 destroyer arrived home, the
tanker RFA Bayleaf returned to
Devonport after almost two years
in the Gulf supporting British and
allied warships, as well as conduct-
ing her own patrols.

Bayleaf is now going into refit
for several months.

Those little
things that
mean a lot

HMS Invincible produced
a "trivia factfile" on her
return.

During her marathon
deployment, her aircraft
dropped 400 practice
bombs, 810 routine vacci-
nations were performed,
1,707 dental patients from
eight different ships were
seen, 45,000 toilet rolls
were used, she received
115,000 signals - and
transmitted almost 15,000
during Operation Bolton.
Mail weighing 26,576 kilo-
grams was received - the
largest delivery, in Bahrain
on January 27, weighed
2.25 tons.

FREE LUCKY DIP
NOSTALGIC

POSTER
WHEN YOU

SUBSCRIBE FOR
6 MONTHS

For limited period only
One free poster per subscription while stocks last

months' introductory offer
C3.75UK
£4.75 Surface Mail Abroad

.months' introductory off
£7.50UK
£9.00 Surface Mail Abro,

CALLING NAVY
Did you know that by quoting your unique s
take advantage of our 10% discount off Na

items advertised throughout the paper, \

approx size 59cm x 42cm

PLEASE FILL IN THE FO1 W IN BLOCK CAPITALS
Yes I would like a\ _ |3mnths | _ |6mnths| __ | I year \_ _ J2ycar

_ | Sycar tick as appropriate

Subscription rates: (Navy News is published monthly)
:UK: 1 year -£15.00; 2 years - £27; 3 years - £39.50
Overseas surface mail: (including Republic of Ireland, Europe, Canada,
USA, & Australia) 1 year -£18.50; 2 years - £32.00; 3 years -£46.00

amniL pisatsss AWHLS/MLS ©sa isB@wss>'if

Name:.

Address:.

Credit Card Hotline on

(O17O5) 826O4O
To:The Business Manager, Navy News,

I HMS Nelson, Portsmouth PO1 3HH.
TEL: 01 705 826040 FAX: 01705 830149
Cheques payable to Navy News to accompany orders. For orders outside
the UK payment can be made by Cheque/International Money Order
in £ sterling and drawn on UK bank. Or for payment by Credit Card/
Switch/Solo, UK & Abroad, please use coupon on page 4

Postcode:.

Tel:..

DUE TO ADMINISTRATION COSTS,
A REFUND CANNOT BE GIVEN IF THE

SUBSCRIPTION IS CANCELLED
DURING THE FIRST YEAR.






117 m
EWS, MAY 1998

Illustrious decks
to be cleared for
more air action

,	 FTER HMS Illustrious
returns to Portsmouth on

LMay 8 she will become the
first of Britain's three Invincible-
class carriers to operate without
the anti-aircraft Sea Dart missile
system. The work is scheduled
for July.
The system will eventually be

removed from all three ships, giving
more flight-deck space and enabling
them to operate more aircraft.

Generally, it is felt that on-board Sea
Dart is not necessary for the ships'
defence, as they have their own Sea
Harrier fighters, they are now equipped
with the highly effective Goalkeeper air
defence system, and normally they are
escorted during operations by at least
one destroyer or frigate.

Illustrious left the Gulf in mid-April
with the supply ship Fort Victoria, thus

ending Britain's carrier commitment
which began at the start of the Iraq crisis.
Four more RAF Tornado strike aircraft

were ordered to Kuwait to replace the
Harrier GR7s of 3 Squadron RAF which

up to then had been embarked in
Illustrious.

II iih i/ic' iippivaiii of i/ic Gulf 011mm /
1017i0(I(0 will	 lane,' cupabiliiies lii I/n
c'xiremm' lien! iluoi Ille

		

aircraft
a!ui' frcmmii I-It/S illicnoiiv, said 1)cf ii
Secrc'icu'i (,e01'e R0/k'r SO/i ill (iflhiOlili( ii
the den i';ioli 10 it'flhI(/i'(itt the ship.
The Ministry of Defence was not com-

menting on news reports that the effi-

ciency of the Harriers was affected by hot
air which reduced the effectiveness of
the downward thrust of their engines
when carrying a heavy payload.

Remaining in the Gulf will be Britain's
two Armilla Patrol warships and a fleet
tanker.
Mr Robertson said Saddam Hussein

had yet to provide evidence that he has

destroyed all his weapons of mass
destruction. "Given his track record, it is
therefore too soon to relax our vigilance
and reduce our military capability in the
Gulf."

SHIPS

of the Third Mine
Countermeasures
Squadron will soon

begin a long, two-month voy-
age home from the Gulf after
conducting the most inten-
sive MCM training in the
region since the Gulf War
and its aftermath.

1-IM ships Sandown. Bridport and

Inverness have spent March and

April in a highly successful series of
bilateral and multilateral exercises
which included ships of the US,
Saudi, Kuwaiti and Pakistani navies.

Acting virtually as a sell-contained
unit, the three MCM vessels have been

supported by the forward repair ship
RFA Diligence - acting as command ship
and garage, with 60 members of Fleet

Support Unit 3 embarked -,and the stir-

vcy ship HMS Herald, She has been act-

ing as battle management ship during
exercises and has been using her hydro-
graphic skills to provide environmental
data.

Although the deployment coincided
with the recent crisis, it had been

planned for over a year to initiate a new

policy of out-of-area activity.

Commanding Officer of MCM3 and
the MCM Task Group, Cdr Richard
Simmonds, said: "Because of the grow-
ing awareness of the threat of mines, and
the fact that they need to be countered,
the intention was that an MCM task

group would regularly deploy outside the
normal NATO areas.
"One of the primary strategic areas we

are interested in is the Gulf, so it seems

very reasonable that we start it here."

Diligence, providing workshops and
stores that would normally be available

Far lip
succell
mine t

at MCM3's Faslane base, g
squadron immense md p
"We've even brought our oa i I
with us," said Cdr Simniond

16 practice mines, and we've '0
some mines to a big multi-ne Lie
cisc in mid-March."

As well as exercises, Lhc
ships have taken part in do
industries demonstration,.
minehunting technolog '

Sandown class is recogni!
the most advanced in the
and Britain is keen to exp
its commercial success ad
in sales to other navies, mc
those of Japan, the USI
Spain.

The Saudi navy already has ti
sels of the class in service, and
for three more from shipbuilder
Thornycroft.

In Abu Dhabi the Sandowns
main focus for an exhibition arr
the Defence Sales Orn/
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c':....-										 -'HMS Illustrious's last Sea Dart firing. When she returns to Portsmouth the anti-air-
craft missile system willbe removed to provide more deck space - and room formore
embarked aircraft.
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WHEN HMS Coventry arrives back home in the
first week of June, she will have been deployed
221 days

- the longest of any warship in the Gulf
since the crisis began.
Her routine of multinational operations and exercis-

es - involving ships from the US, Netherlands, Canada,
France and Bahrain - have continued, interspersed
with spells of sanction-busting in the northern Gulf.

Coventry's Commanding Officer, Capt Paul Lambert,
said: This has been a long and challenging deploy-
ment ... The ship's company feel proud to have been
associated with solving the latest crisis with Iraq. We

-\-		 -	 are now all looking forward to returning home."		
Soon she will hand over to HMS Grafton, which left	

Portsmouth in mid-April. Coventry will then return	
home via Rhodes and Gibraltar.		
HMS Nottingham, Coventry's escort companion in	

the Gulf during the crisis, was relieved on March 22 by	
HMS York off Oman, Early in her eight-month deploy-	
ment York fuelled and provisioned at Gibraltar and	
Crete before passing through the Suez Canal.		
As long as tension in the region remains low, her

fi		 ship's company are hoping to be joined by their fami-	
lies for an operational stand-off in Singapore in the

=-=--	 summer.

j			 Another new arrival in the region is RFA

w!1	 Orambleleaf, which has taken over the duties of RFA
Bayleaf as resident fleet tanker - a deployment nor-
mally lasting two years with crew rotation.

o irfare.--- said Cdr Ian Turner, CO of
I lerald, whose new grey livery emphasis-
CS her warfare role.	

---Our focus is now providing hydro-	 ~hRef,Id away a
I		
	graphic data it) support warfare. %rid		

frankly ii it's not in short order relevant	 ._s		or	 to a warfare commander, then what			 ,	 -		
sscre doing is lost in space.			

"The data not immediately useful to a		
warfare commander can always b chari-		
cd in slower time, so we haven't lost that,		

Inary function.---ask group in Dubai - during which families and
friends hew out for a holiday - the task	 r-

group was visiting Wuddam and Muscat

Hanney in the Gulf,				 and Onian before turning, for [ionic to					

They are hoping for a calmer
ives the	 (DESO), during which the task group			 return: They all have stories of
endence.	 was visited by the Director of DESO,			 the mountainous seas that beset
minefield	 Rear Admiral John Tolhurst, and			 the little ships in the Bay of
We have	 Commodore Minewarfare, Commodore		Biscay, and the Force 11-12 in the				 -
ntrtbuted	 Christopher Ellisoii,			 Ionian Sea - "not pretty" was how
nal exer-		The deployment has, in the words of		Cdr Simmonds described it	

Cdr Sinimonds, provided a two-way flow	
of experience, not least due to the fact		"Quite exciting' was how Bridport s

mine	 that the Gulf waters present a testing	
	CO remembers the Biscay gale, in which

fence	 environment, due to temperature layer-	
his ship heeled over as much as

.. The		in which can disguise the presence		degrees
- "with my feet on the wall			 -

of the		mines.			 And in Diligence. Capt Roger
,ed as			

"If there is a strong layer on the sur-	 Robinson-Brown RFA. found it		 THE PICTURESworld,		face, the sonar may not he able to pene-	 -extremely uncomfortable."
tt1d on			

trate into lower layers:' said Sandown's			 "Diligence is a great ship - she's vet-v	 " ABOVE: HMS Sandown, one of the three
uieved			

CO. Lt Cdr Paul Jones. "Our sonar can		functional, she does everything you want,	 ships of her class in the Gulf.
U Ifl			

dip below that layer to provide a bigger		but she's just a block of flats parked on	 " RIGHT: HMS Herald in her new grey livery.an		 picture."		 the f'c'sle head when you get bad weath-	 Her role with the Mine Countermeasures Task			
And the Gulf is 'data sparse' when it	 er.		Groupis that of battle management vessel.

rec yes-		comes to the layout of the sea bed - sur-		"My cabin went into self-destruct in	 " BELOW: A 'yellow submarine' is launched
n option		prising when one considers that it is the	 the Ionian Sea. I found my computer		from HMS Sandown during an exercise in the
s Vosper		shipping equivalent of a motorway.		VDU half-way down a passage."		Gulf. The Remote Control Mine Disposal			

"Lots of operations have taken place		Rough though it may have been, it all	 System (RCMDS is an unmanned submersible
were the		here, but there isn't a great deal of data		goes to prove that in blue water. or green,	 which can locate and destroy mines.
inged by		to call up to make assessments oil how		minehunters these days have a very long	 " BELOW LEFT: RFA Diligence, mother ship
nisal ion		easy or otherwise it is to conduct mine		reach,		forthe task group. Cameraman: PO(Pt-107) Malt Weltings-				 -
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At Your Leisure

Rupert as admiral
another Nelson?

PRINCE Rupert is best
known as the dashing
young Royalist gener-

al of the Civil War - yet his
naval career was even more
remarkable.

This aspect of his life is
explored by Gen Frank Kitson
- as a sequel to his study of the
man as a soldier - in Prince
Rupert - Admiral and
General-at-Sea (Constable
£20).

When Rupert first took com-
mand of the Royalist fleet the
Commonwealth Government was
firmly established in England. For
the next four and a half years, with
no base, he kept the flag flying in
the approaches to the Channel, the
Mediterranean, the Atlantic and
the Caribbean, harried by
Parliamentary commanders and
buffeted by storms. It was a
tremendous achievement.

SOLDIERS AT SEA.
By a Royal Marine Veteran

A NEW CONCEPT IN WRITING. NAVAL
ENCOUNTERS OF W.W.2. ENTIRELY
IN RHYME. NARVIK, AFRICA, CRETE,
MATAPAN, TARANTO, SALERNO,
CALARBRIA, SINGAPORE, MALTA
CONVOYS AND MANY OTHER STORIES
OF THE WAR AT SEA. ALMOST 100
PAGES AND 500 VERSES.

HARD BACKED WITH GOLD TITLE . .£12
SOFT BACKED £8.50

£2.50 fi+fi p/eose allow 14 days far delivery

Bernard Hallos
6 Hawthorne Ave

Haxby.York.Y03 3JT
^ Tel: 01904 765352 J

After the Restoration Rupert
returned to England where, unt i l
his death 22 years later, he played
a prominent role in the govern-
ment. His career at sea continued
in the Second and Third Dutch
wars when, as commander-in-chief
of the fleet, he took part in some of
the most heavily contested battles
in naval history. Finally, in 1673 he
was made, in effect. First Lord of
the Admiralty, a post he held for
the next six years.

The scale of the battles in which
he took part is not usually appreci-
ated today - but Gen Kitson's vivid
evocation of 17th century sea wars
changes that perception.

In the first of the two major
actions against the Dutch in 1666,
for example, the number of casual-
ties suffered by both sides exceed-
ed the entire strength of the
Royalist Army at Naseby. And in
the second, Rupert, with 89 ships
of the line, defeated de Ruyter
with 88, inflicting 7,000 casualties
for the loss of only 350 in his own
fleet.

By comparison, Nelson at
Trafalgar commanded a
mere 27 ships of the line

manned by around 17,000 men
when he destroyed the Franco-
Spanish fleet of 33.

Gen Kitson makes the point that
Rupert in 1666 was a few months
younger than Nelson was at
Trafalgar - and that had he been
killed in the St James's Day Battle
he would probably have been
remembered as one of the greatest
of England's fighting admirals.

But fate decreed that he should
survive to command the fleet again
in 1673, in an unpopular war with

an unreliable ally. This time de
Ruyter, with an inferior fleet, frus-
trated Rupert's attempts to fight a
decisive battle in the open seas
unti l August.

When Rupert finally managed
to engage him, his French
squadron left him in the lurch at a
critical moment so that the cam-
paign ended in acrimonious
recrimination rather than victory.

And so Rupert - who had per-
formed with good sense and gal-
lantry throughout - is remem-
bered, if at all, as a competent if
rather cautious admiral.

Nothing could be further than
the truth - and it is a nice irony
that it has fallen to an Army man
to put the record straight. "Rupert
was an all-rounder," he says. "The
breadth of his experience, span-
ning high command at sea, logistics
and a thorough knowledge of sea-
men, ships and weapons, was
greater than that of any of his con-
temporaries, and his influence on
the future of the Royal Navy was
considerable."

The private life of Prince Rupert
of the Rhine and Duke of
Cumberland is also explored here.
He was keenly interested in sci-
ence and the arts and was an early
member of the Royal Society as
well as being ever a passionate
devotee of country sports.
Curiously, he did not marry - but
he was never short of feminine
company. After the Restoration he
had two long-term attachments,
each of which produced a child on
whom he lavished care and atten-
tion - an engaging contrast to the
aggressive, violent-tempered man
of action whose naval record has
been long overdue for this sort of
reappraisal.
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A TRIBUTE
TO ONE OF
BRITAIN'S
LAST
WOODEN
WALLS
AND A
CELEBRATION
OF THE TON
CLASS

"This little book has jogged a few happy
memories for me. I hope it will give a clue to the
past life of a great little ship and her people, and
he treasured as a tribute to the remarkably
successful Ton Class and all who sailed in the
last of the Royal Navy's wooden walled ships. "

- H R H The Prince of Wales
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• Prince Rupert of the Rhine, Duke of Cumberland, painted by Sir Peter Lely, c. 1666-71

Encouraged to
fight the first
'world war'
THE EXECUTION of

Admiral Byng, shot by
firing squad on the

quarterdeck of HMS
Monarch in Portsmouth
Harbour on March 14,1757,
was done, as Voltaire
famously remarked, 'to
encourage the others'.

Tom Pocock, in his new
study of the Seven Years War
Battle for Empire (Michael
O'Mara Books £20) suggests
that it probably did.

Byng's failure to save
Minorca from a French inva-
sion - which he could hardly
have managed with a force of
only a few hundred soldiers
against 15,000 French - had
brought a charge of cowardice.
After an inconclusive sea fight
he had decided to return to
Gibraltar, which might be the
enemy's next objective, to pre-
pare its defence and repair his
ships. There a letter soon
arrived recalling him to London
in disgrace.

Among the admirals so
encouraged by Byng's fate -
poor Byng, reputedly gay, unin-
spiring, unpopular and lacking
in energy, had few friends to
intercede for him - was the
author's ancestor, Vice
Admiral Sir George Pocock.

Pocock, who heard the news
after supporting Lord Robert
Clive in his attack on
Chandernagpre, was an officer
of quite a different stamp. But
the lesson was not lost on any
of those in command in what
was effectively the very first
global conflict - the first 'mod-
ern' war, it is argued, that laid
the foundations of the British
Empire.

This war, though in Europe a
formal, slow-moving affair, was
elsewhere characterised by
campaigns of extraordinary
vigour.

By the end of it, the whole
eastern seaboard of North
America was British, Britain
dominated India and the rich
Caribbean islands were secure.
And yet it is little remembered,
apart from the odd detail such
as the attack on the Heights of
Abraham by General Wolfe -
much admired by Nelson.

Tom Pocock's family links
have helped him do justice to
the story. The bloodstone in his
grandfather's signet ring, he
learned, commemorated the
wounds Admiral Pocock suf-
fered at Chandernagore. And
an aunt by marriage gave him
an unsigned manuscript
account of a fearful battle in a
forest.

Research identified this as
Ticonderoga, where 240 years
ago the British suffered a dis-
astrous defeat and Lord Howe,
the best British general in
America, was killed.

Howe was the man who had
taught his men to fight like
Indians. Had he survived to
face Washington seven years
later the United States might
not have won its indepen-
dence.

The author is a distinguished
war correspondent - at 19 he
was the youngest to cover
World War II. At Havana, just
before Castro's revolution, he
was arrested as a suspected
spy while studying, as closely
as his ancestor had done, the
great dry moat of El Morro.

• Below: Detail from
Bombardment of Morro Castle,
July 1762, by Richard Paton
(National Maritime Museum).
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Cartoon
draws on
the days
of Nelson
NOT OUR latest cutaway
ship, this - it's The Iron
Pudding, a steam-powered
warship of 1804 featured in
the cartoon book The
Legend of Dyllbert the Pirate.

Could such a beast have
existed in Nelson's time? Well,
maybe - authors of this hilari-
ous send-up of the world of
Hornblower, based in
Portsmouth and London but
ranging to locations all round
the world, are sticklers for his-
torical accuracy.

As they point out, although
the first ever steam driven war-
ship was the Fulton of 38
tonnes, built in 1814-15, William
Symington's Charlotte Dundas,
built at Grangemouth in 1802,
was able to tow two 70 tonne
barges 19 miles in six hours
against strong winds along the
Forth-Clyde canal.

Unfortunately Symington's
financier Lord Dundas died and
the project was abandoned. But
they had the technology . . .

Dyllbert's adventures, peo-
pled with a gallery of well-
drawn characters - one of
whom, the smelly Bosun Squint
(inset) must be a relative of
Black Adder's Baldrick- will
appeal to all ages.They are
already attracting a cult follow-
ing in HM ships.

Dyllbert, by Frank Dunbar
and Peter Wallace is available
at £3.99 from WD Enterprises
(tel 01329 280000) at £3.99.

At Your Leisure

:OP SEC RE:

ron Mask men keep
a straight face . . .
THERE was an English-

man, an Irishman and a
Frenchman - and they

were the three musketeers.
Actually, of course, there were
four, so add an American.

In other words the new adaption
of The Man in the Iron Mask
does not intend to go to much
trouble as regards establishing a
painstakingly Gallic ambience.

Indeed, if anyone seems to be

out of place it's token Frenchman
Gerard Depardieu as Porthos. It's
hard not to be satrirical about
Gerard's accent. Well, all right, it's
impossible. "Saddle my arse!" he
roars at one point, which turns out
to be not novelty cussing on the
lines of "Eat my shorts!" but mere-
ly an instruction to the stable
hands.

The whole movie is an enjoyable
confusion of the meticulously his-

AUTHORS
Let us Publish Your Book

Most subjects considered
ncluding Religion,Biography,
Children's Stories, Poems,
riction and First Books

AVON BOOKS (NN),
1, Dovedale Studios,

465, Battersea Park Road,
London SW11 4LR

"HMS. GANGES (The final farewell)
. . video. Ideal birthday /surprise
present. Documentary includes all
aspects of GANGES before
demolition. One tear-jerking hour of
nostalgia. produced by JOHN
DOUGLAS author H.M.S. GANGES
(Roll on my dozen!) & H.M.S
GANGES (Tales of the T.R.O.G.'S.)
S.A.E. details Douglas Hse, Penmarth
Redruth. Cornwall TR16 6NX

HMS CENTAUR
1943 ~ 1972

By Neil McCart

The latest in [he series detailing the careers
of the Royal Navy's post-war aircraft

carriers. This volume follows the Cemaiir from the builder's yard to the breakers
yard with detailed aeeounts of each of the vessel's commissions. Foreword by Rear-
Admiral Steiner. the Centaur's last commanding officer. 125 illustrations, some in
colour. Hardback with f u l l colour laminated dust jacket. Price £16.95 plus p&p.
ISBN 09519538 9 .1
Also Available:
HMS EAGLE 1942-1978 (Hardback) £18.95 plus p&p
HMS ALBION 1944-1973 (Softback) £13.95 plus p&p
Please add £ 1.50 p&p UK & EU (t'3.50 overseas). Payment hy slcrlinj! cheque, postal order, or by
VISA/MASTERCARD. Telephone orders welcomed. Prom FAN PUBLICATIONS, 17 Wymans
Lane, Cheltenham, Glos GI.5I <)QA. Tel/Fax 01242 580290 Or order from good rxxikshops.

torical (the costumes, the sets) and
the wildly inauthentic: after the
musketeers have said 'Okay' for
about the fourth time, you half
expect them to tell the inkeeper to

ScreenScene
fetch a round of Diet Cokes.

It follows the Dumas original in
picking up the musketeers in the
autumn of their years, and allowing
them one last hurrah, a final blaze
of glory. It is this aspect that gives
the high-powered cast - Jeremy
Irons, John Malkovich and Gabriel
Byrne are Gerard's comrades in
arms - something to sink their
teeth into.

Leonardo Di Caprio, last seen
disappearing beneath the waves
along with the Titanic, plays the
title role, plus his evil twin King
Louis, in which manifestation he
enjoys himself hugely, strutt ing
about in bows and ruffles, sneering
and ordering immediate execu-
tions. Odd though, that in accor-

dance with all previous versions,
the musketeers never seem to have
a musket to share between them.

While The Man in the Iron
Mask is an entertaining rehash of
the familiar, The Butcher Boy is
altogether more peculiar. Director
Neil Jordan evidently likes leading
his audience up the garden path -
remember The Crying Game, in
which the heroine turned out to be
a chap?

In this new one, we are again
misdirected as to what we're
watching. Until about the halfway
point the movie seems to be a
piece of early 60s nostalgia about a
lovable scamp; slowly, though, the
disturbing undertones become
more insistent un t i l finally the real-
isation dawns that we are actually
watching a horror movie about a
psychopath and that something
appalling is about to happen.

It's sometimes an uncomfort-
able f i lm to watch and won't be to
all tastes. But those who do like it
will like it very much indeed.

- Bob Baker

• Leonardo Di Caprio holds court as the evil Louis XIV in The Man
in the Iron Mask

NEVER
Buy a new Naval Book or Video
before checking our prices first -
which include delivery to your door.
Send today for our FREE
catalogues:

Maritime Books, Lodge Hill
Liskeard, PL144EL
Tel 01579 343663
Fax 01579 346747

PUBLISH YOUR BOOK
With

The Pentland Press
Edinburgh Cambridge Durham USA

Established publisher welcomes
books in all subjects.

Write for details or send your manuscript to.
Michael Mclnally

Pentland Press (NN), 1 Mutton Close,
South Church, Durham DL14 6XB

Tel: 01388 776555 Fax: 01388 776766

NEW AUTHORS
PUBLISH YOUR WORK
ALL SUBJECTS CONSIDERED

Fiction. Non-Fiction. Biography.
Religious, Poclry. Childrcns

AUTHORS WORLD-WIDE INVITED
Write or send your manuscript to

MINERVA PRESS
2 OLD BROMPTON ROAD, LONDON SW7 3DO

JVew photo's
from Old!

(Scratched * Ripped * Faded

Using a computerised
process, we can invisibly

repair your cherished
photographs without

damaging your original
image.

Repairs from: £19.99
Enlargements from: £6.00

Quantom Imaging
Jreepoft TK207?(no stomp req)

PO&OX84. tgham.
Surrey. TW20 8BK

Tc£: 01784 43O6O9

BOOK, HISTORY of F.A.A from
beginning to Falkland* about to go
to publishers. Photgraphs or pictures
needed of any period, action shots
particularly welcome. Can anyone
help? All material wi l l be cared for
and returned as soon as finished with
Tel: 01255 852135

HP BOOKFINDERS: Established
professional service locating out
of print t i t les on all
subjects. aNo obligation or SAE
required. Contact: 22, Fords Close,
Blcdlow Ridge. Buckinghamshire.
HPI4 4AP. Tel: (01494) 481118
Fax: (01494)481121.
martin@hp-bookfinders.co.uk

NAVAL AND MARITIME
BOOKS BOUGHT AND SOLD
LARGE STOCKS - MONTHLY CATALOGUES

SHOP OPEN 10-4 (SATURDAY 10-1)
SEND FOR FREE CATALOGUE

Frank Smith Maritime Books,
98/100 Heaton Road., Newcastle

Upon Tyne, NE6 5HL.
Telephone: 0191 2656333

BOOKS ON SHIPS
AND THE SEA

Send for fret1 li.sts of ust'd and
antiquarian books from our huge stock

on Naval & Merchant Shipping
N. Fisher Nautical

Huntswood. SI Helena Une, Streat
Hassocks. Sussra BN6 8SD

Tel/Fax: 01271) 890273

...of sentimental,
irreplaceable value?
Cracked? Faded? Torn

or stained?
Let us put it right

again!
& enlarge it to 10" x 7"

B&W reproduced in colour
Originals untouched
Shall we discuss it?
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Douglas House.

Penmarth.
Redruih

Cornwall. TR16 6NX
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From mysterious footsteps to
ghostly ships, Navy News read-
ers have had their fair share of
unusual experiences at sea...

Skipper's steps
continued to echo

MICK Torode, an ex-RNXS Coxswain, was in the
Merchant Navy in 1949, and joined a salvage vessel
named Titch II in Grimsby.

The Royal Navy had captured the vessel from the
Germans, to whom she was known as Kaiser
Wilhelm, and the RAF had used her as the Felixmoor.

When Mick joined her the only other member of the
crew was the captain.

"One night the skipper and myself were below in
the wardroom when we heard someone in seaboots
walk past the engine room on the port side and
across to the starboard side, part way along the deck,
then nothing more," said Mick.

They searched the ship but found nobody. At that
time thieves were known to be stealing drugs such as
morphine from the lifeboats, which is why the men
were alert to intruders.

The same thing happened on other occasions, -
but on those occasions they were away from the jetty,
so nobody could have got on board and back without
being spotted.

When the rest of the crew signed on they sailed for
Rochester.

"The weather was good, and things looked like
being plain sailing, but we were in for a shock. Two
hours or so later, the weather blew up to severe gales
and we got quite a pounding," said Mick.

"One lifeboat was smashed, and the radio gave up.
We kept going, although the engineers reported
leaks.

"On reaching Rochester, we were put straight into
dry dock. When we checked it out we were leaking all
over the place.

"The captain and I met the owners, and were
amazed to be asked if any strange things had hap-
pened. When we explained, this is what they said:

"When the Navy captured the vessel, the German
captain was allowed to go to the heads, but they
heard a bang and found he had shot himself.

"He had walked from the bridge, along the deck,
across to the starboard side and along to the
heads..."

Laundry man vanished mid-ocean
STANLEY Doughty recalls an
unusual incident while he was serv-
ing in the cruiser HMS Birming-ham
on the Far East station during 1952-
54.

"Such as common practice we had
the usual 'firms' aboard, for instance,
cobblers, tailors and Chinese laundry,"
said Stanley.

"Visiting the laundry one day, we dis-
covered that one of the Chinese staff
was not feeling very well and was hav-
ing a lie down under one of the tables.

"During the next couple of days his

condition seemed to deteriorate, and
although we carried a Surgeon Lt on
board, I do not know if his services were
ever called for.

"Eventually a day arrived and the
patient was no longer under the table,
and no one knew where he was or how
long he had been missing.

"At this stage the Captain ordered the
ship to be searched from stem to stern,
but to no avail.

"We can only assume that the patient,
under the hours of darkness at sea,
went over the side and perhaps ended
his misery. He was never seen again."

Feeling of dread in
haunted' boiler room

Find the
FIND THE JOKER in Navy News for three editions - and you
have a chance to win a super new camcorder - a Sharp ViewCam
8mm VLE66H. The runner-up will win £250, while 25 successful
competitors will each get a £10 consolation prize.
All you have to do this month, in the third of the three editions, is
spot the joker in one of the following three statements by Jack on
naval matters. Two are true. One is wildly inaccurate. Just mark
the box next to the untrue statement.
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Which of these three statements is NOT true:

U A hawser is a heavy rope or small cable with a circumfer-
ence of Sins or more.

LJ Bunting is a cloth of woven wool in various colours from
which are made signal and other coloured flags.

J The conning tower was so named as it was the part of a
warship to which members of the public were invited
before being plied with drink and rendered oblivious so that
they could be pressed into service after the vessel had
sailed.

If you can fill in this coupon as well as those in the previous two
editions, you have a chance of winning the camcorder. For back
numbers call 01705 826040.The name of the winner, the runner-up
and the consolation prizewinners will be selected at random from
those who gave correct answers in the three editions.When you have
completed all three original entry forms, send them together in one envelope to:

Find the Joker, Navy News, HMS Nelson, Portsmouth, Hants, PO1 3HH
They should arrive at Navy News no later than June 15, 1998. Entries with all three correct answers
will be entered in a prize draw conducted at Navy News offices. Winners will be announced in the
July edition of Navy News. The first name drawn will receive a camcorder. There will be one runner-
up prize of £250, and a further 25 consolation prizes of £10.
The judges' decision will be final, and there is no cash alternative to the camcorder prize. No corre-
spondence will be entered into. Navy News employees and their relatives may not enter.

NAME
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TELEPHONE

There has already
been a good

response to our
appeal for stories of
unusual happenings
- perhaps one print-
ed here rings a bell
- but Navy News
would like to hear
from more of you.

GRAHAM Shelton served in HMS Centaur, an old carri-
er being used as an accommodation ship around 1970.

"There were only around 100 ship's company and we
generally had this massive ship to ourselves. This in
itself was creepy enough as at times you could think
you were the only one on board," said Graham.

Several stokers had apparently been killed by a
steam leak in a boiler room, which was said to be
haunted - light fuses would blow for no apparent rea-
son, and bilges regularly had to be emptied though
there were no obvious leaks.

Part of the ship's company's duties was to visit every
compartment in the ship to look for signs of flooding
and fire. Their routes were carefully planned and
mapped out to avoid missing anywhere.

One night, Graham was on tour with a young ordi-
nary seaman.

"As this was around 2am, there was no one else to be
seen or heard, and our imaginations were a little taut.

"We decided that maybe we should give that particu-
lar boiler room a miss and just shine our torches down
the hatch.

"We did this and, relieved to be away from the area,
proceeded on our rounds. Subsequently we came to
another boiler room, which we dutifully entered.

"As soon as we both reached the plates at the bottom
of the ladder, we were simultaneously overcome by an
immense fear or dread.

"Without a word, we scaled the ladder in record time
and, both shaking, confirmed what we had both felt.

"Whilst retelling this story at stand easy, later the
same morning, I was told that we had made a mistake
and had in fact entered the boiler room where the lives
had been lost."

HMS Revenge - on station with a ghost ship?

In company with
a ghost ship

FORMER Royal Marine Frank
Agass tells of the time his ship,
HMS Revenge, found herself
escorting an unusual vessel.

"During the first winter of the war I
was serving in HMS Revenge'" said
Frank.

"We were returning to Halifax after
a convoy to the UK of mostly
Canadian troops.

"At the time of the incident we
were off the Newfoundland Banks in
a misty sea.

"We had just been stood down
from all-night Action Stations and
had gone to the starboard waist for
some fresh air.

"Out of the mist appeared a brig-
type vessel with about 20 people,
men and women dressed in 18th or
19th century dress.

"They waved to us but we could
hear no sound from their mouths.

"The vessel moved within a fath-
om or so of our ship's side and
remained in company with us for
some minutes.

"The mist closed in and the vessel
was lost to us. A few minutes later
visibility became good but the ves-
sel had vanished.

"I have no explanation for this, but
that happening is as clear to me as it
was on the day it happened."
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"IS the water as cold as it looks?" the Queen inquired
of Recruit Chris Fletcher, who had just fallen in a stat-
ic tank while demonstrating rope regains. "Colder,
ma'am!" he responded, without hesitation ...

The Queen was paying her first visit to the Commando
Training Centre Royal Marines at Lympstone, where she
unveiled a painting by David Cobley of recruits completing
"the 30 miler" - the final commando test, a gruelling trek over
Dartmoor while carrying a 32lb pack and a rifle.

During her tour of the camp, she saw the excellent remedial
facilities that allow recruits to recover quickly from the knocks
of training - and the assault course, scene of Recruit
Fletcher's humiliation.

There was a Queen's Commendation award to LWREN Tracy
Plant for exceptional services, then time for a cup of tea in the
nearby church, the royal route lined by the 70-strong RM Cadet
Corps.

Among others who met the Queen were the Centre's sport-
ing heroes - including the current British Dragon Boat cham-
pions and Winter Olympics bobsleigh bronze medal winners Lt
Paul Attwood and L/Cpl Lee Johnson.

She planted a commemorative oak tree and received an
impromptu posy of flowers from Liam and Amanda , the chil-
dren of Director of Music Lt Andy Henderson.

Grants
scheme
offer by
Legion
women
EDUCATION sponsorship and grants of £1,000 are
offered in a new scheme from the Royal British
Legion Women's Section.
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RNLI advises on
safety at sea for
fishermen
LIFEBOATS were kept busy last year with many more rescues
carried out in darkness and severe weather, reports the RNLI.

A total of 6,777 launches saved
1,420 lives. Merchant vessels and
tankers were launched to 156
times, half of them at night and 12
per cent in winds over Force 7.

Fishing vessels accounted for
844 launches, with conditions in
similar proportion.

RNLI Sea Safety Liaison

The UK's largest Service
charity has named it the
President's Award Scheme in
honour of its president, the
Queen Mother, and to mark
75 years of care for ex-Service
men, women and their fami-
lies.

Eligibility is based on an ex-
Service connection and includes
single parents, young families and
wives and widows.

Fifteen scholarships of £1,000
per person per year will be avail-
able in three di f ferent age group
categories: 9-13 years. 13-18 years
and 18-21 years.

In addi t ion. 20 grants of £50(1
wil l be made available to adults
seeking fur ther education or re-
t r a in ing .

This means that ex-
Service families with young
children can apply, as well
as ex-Servicewomen wanti-
ng to retrain in a new
career.

I n i t i a l funding is over £25,000
but more may be offered depend-
ing on the number of applications.

Said Women's Section National
Chairman Mrs Mary Arnold: "If
people are eligible and can meet
all the qualifying criteria, we will
certainly not turn them down. We
have set aside specific funds for
this exciting and innovative pro-
ject, but we want to retain an ele-
ment of flexibility to ensure that
all those who qualify do not miss
out.

"If we need further funding to
extend the scheme, this can be
secured and the project falls exact-
ly in to our charitable remit to
Service families."

Officer Peter Bradley told Navy
News: "This highlights quite clear-
ly the importance of giving the vol-
unteer crews the very best, all-
weather lifeboats.

"The reduction in numbers of
incidents involving fishing vessels
is very good - however, there have
been some tragic losses of life dur-
ing the past year.

"The RNLI is trying to address
this through the introduction of
Sea Safety seminars for fishermen
- prevention being better than
cure."

Most lifeboat services were co-
ordinated by MM Coastguard.
Search and Rescue helicopters
assisted lifeboats on 1,022 occa-
sions. Tel 01202 663000 for fur ther
details.

Neighbourly cake
TO MARK the 80th anniversary of the RAF last month chefs
at HMS Gannet baked a cake for their neighbours at RAF
Prestwick.

CO of Gannet - home to 819 Sqn - Cdr David Issitt is
seen here with his Prestwick opposite number Wing Cdr
Chris Hill and two of his youngest personnel, SACs Ian
Hutchinson and Kate Pink. The cake was later cut up and
sold, the proceeds going to Malcolm Sargent House, Ayr, a

V hospice for families with sick children. " J

HMS LANCASTER'S ship's company exer-
cise their freedom of their namesake city,
marching from the castle to the Town Hall
during an affiliation visit. The salute was
taken by the Lord Mayor, Cllr Hilda
Shuttleworth with the Type 23 frigate's
Commanding Officer, Cdr Kim Slowe. After
a reception hosted by the city council,
sailors visited the Lancaster Royal
Infirmary to present a cheque to the
Special Baby Care Unit.

' • V-
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AHOY me hearties! It's a good month to say "ARH" in a load pirate voice. Do
you know why? Well, I've been visiting Maclean Island to pick up a whole ship
load of free toothpaste to help you celebrate national smile week.

Every member of my Gang Plank Club will be getting a free tube in the post very
soon!! It's a pretty ghostly page this month. Our Technocat nearly jumped out of his
whiskers when I said I could see a cat in the crow's nest.

The silly cat thought it was a ghost but I was just reading last month's cartoon. Hope
you liked it!

Look what's happened at Butlin's! As part of
a two year mufti million pound investment
you can enjoy two new water rides, Master
Blaster and Space Bowl, plus a children's
play area in Splash*, the sub-tropical water-
worlds. Along with all our other great
attractions and a fantastic new entertainment
programme, you'll find something for all
ages on a Butlin's Great Day Out!

Present this voucher at the Day Customers' entrance before
3pm, and 2 children (2 - 14) can go free when accompanied

by 2 adults (15+) paying the full day admission price.

The
Great

D«X
1 O«*

B 01243822445
B 01643 703331
•S 01754765567
"S 01758701441
•3 01292 265141

Day Visit offices contact numbers:

Southcoast World - Bognor Regis -
Somerwest World - Minehead -
Funcoast World - Skegness -
Starcoast World - Pwllheli -
Wonderwest World - Ayr -

v -• Valid from 1 May to 10 July 1998
<®i& ln conjunction with NAVY NEWS GANGPLANK CLUB

* New water rides not available at Starcoast World • Pwllheli or Wonderwest World - Ayr. Only competent swimmers may use certain water rides.
Height and age restrictions apply to some attractions. Cannot be used in conjunction with any other offer or discount. No photocopies accepted.

Under 15's must

be accompanied

by an adult.

orid Cup
ever moun

THE WORLD Cup is nearly
upon us and the excite-
ment is growing all the
time.

-

Did you guess the answer to
our quiz last month? Easy,
wasn't it? The answer was
David Seaman. Can you guess
the ptayer this month? Here's
a clue-

He's a striker. He made his
name white playing for
Tottenham before moving to
his current dub.

His first name is something
you may take to bed at night
and he is usually striking part-
ner with Alan Shearen

First letter quiz
Guess the answer to the ques-
tions below. Take the first let-
ter of each answer and what
have you got?

The answer is at the bottom
of the page and the picture is a
clue!

1. A man who goes to sea...
2. Captain Plank will make
you walk this if you are bad...
3. The Atlantic is one of
these...
4. A fruit to
keep away
scurvy...
(not lime)
5. You may need
one of these to open a
treasure chest...

WELL DONE TO
ALL OUR LUCKY
WINNERS!
GANG PLANK member Keith
Stevens is presented with the
Lexmark colour printer he won for
his school by Lexmark's John
Magowan.

The winners of the Lockheed
Martin competition are Chris
Rowlands, Ashley Johnson and
Ben Young. Congratulations and
well done!

THE SPOOKIEST
SHIP OF THEM ALL
JIM ALLAWAY, the
editor of Navy News,
is a very brave man.

He has been asking
people to send him sto-
ries about ghostly things
that have happened at
sea AND he's been brave
enough to read a!! the
replies in the dark, late
at night in the Navy
News office.

Captain Plank isn't that
brave but he was curious
enough to get Technocat to
paws a while in the library
to check out some ghostly
ships. This , is what
Technocat read. '

Mary Celeste
The Mary Celeste was

built in 1861 in Nova Scotia,
Canada. On November 5,
1872, she left New York for
Genoa in Italy, carrying a
cargo of industrial alcohol.
A month later, the Mary
Celeste was found aban-
doned in the Atlantic Ocean,
and the disappearance of
the crew remains one of the
great sea mysteries.

A boarding party from the
Ship which came across the
abandoned Mary Celeste
found the cargo, provisions
and most of the equipment
still intact. The only things
missing were the lifeboat
and the navigational instru-
ments.

The ship was taken to
Gibraltar where a naval
court of investigation exam-
ined all the available evi-
dence. Several theories
were put forward for the
disappearance of the
Captain, his family, and the
crew of the Mary Celeste,
they may have been in dan-
ger of sinking and taken to
the lifeboat, they may have
been attacked by pirates
and some people even
thought they could have
collided with a giant squid!

No satisfactory explana-
tion has ever been found
and it remains a mystery to
this day.

Captain Plank says he will
kejep; a good, watch out
tonight in case any ghost
ships appear in front of his
ship! Technocat says he
doesn't like spooky tails!

Jolly jokes
SOME more jolly jokes sent in
by Jenny EYTiott, Matthew
Olive and Bertie Brown.
Q. Who was the first underwater spy?
A. James Pond!
Q. What do you get if you cross a
sheep with a radiator?
A. Central bleating!
Q. Where does a sick ship go?
A. To the dock!
Q. What's a crocodile's favourite
game?
A. Snap!

May birthdays
Jet Sharp, Alana

Harris^ Oliver Curtis,
RosieMoscrop, H.Lewis,
Matthew Rees-Avery,
Alexander Duggan,
Freddie Crowley, "Scott
Sirttbn, Gareth Williams,
Kayieigh Dyda, Richard
Pugh, Natalie
Humphries, Naomi

Daniel Nicks, Jessica
Howgate, Luke Braund,
Matthew Blatchford,
Christopher Goddard,
Andy Macleod, Keith
Higman, Niall Barnes,
Thorn Hughes, Darren
Bicknell.

iHOOdS si zmb janai
am oj JSMSUE aiu



NAVY NEWS, MAY 1998 27

Win three family tickets to the Royal Tournament
LONDON'S Earl's Court will be humming with activity as the annual Royal
Tournament comes alive from July 21 to August 2.

This year's lead Service is the Royal Air Force and, not surprisingly, the theme is
'Reach for the Skies.'

The main highlights of the
show will be an RAF multi-
action act to music, the
Ministry of Defence Dog
Display Team, daredevil

trick riding and Cossack
dancing from the Ukraine.

Gang Plank members
should look out for the
Gladiators Challenge when the

stars will challenge members
of the Armed Forces, during
which children are invited into
the arena.

The grand finale promises
to be very spectacular with the
whole of Earl's Court turning
into a universe with planets of
the solar system, a galaxy of
stars and a massive space sta-
tion!

The audience will be invited
to join in with special star
torches!

Perfect outing
If you think this all sounds

like a perfect outing for the
summer holidays, Captain
Plank brings you some good
news -you could win a family
ticket to the Royal
Tournament.

All you have to do is write
and tell us in no more than 50
words why your family should
receive a free ticket.

There are three family tick-

Membership Application Form
I Please enrol me as a member of The Gang Plank Club. I enclose a PO/cheque (payable to Navy News) for £3.25.

iName
1 Address

|
ID.O.B.

Postcode
Birthday . . .Tel No .

I Special Interests: Sport Q Music
| Friends O Reading
| Who does this copy of Navy News belong to? Parent Q

JOIN THE GANG PLANK CLUB AND
YOU WILL RECEIVE A GOODIE BAG
SIMILAR TO THE ONE SHOWN.

^\ Film/TV n

Grandparent fj Other Q
We will also accept payment by:-

Visa, Solo, Delta,
Access, Mastercard or Switch

Send your completed form, together with a postal order/cheque for £3.25 to:
Captain Plank's Club, Navy News, HMS Nelson, Portsmouth PO1 3HH.
If you would like any further information before applying, call 01705 826040
or 01705 733558 (24-hour answerphone)

ets to be won so get out your address to : The Gang Plank judges decision is final and no
pens and pencils and write to Club, Navy News, HMS correspondence will be
us now! Send your completed Nelson, Portsmouth, entered into. Employees and

Hampshire PO1 3HH. The relatives of Navy News staff
closing date is June 12. The are not eligible.

entry with your age (you must
be 12 or under) name and

This feature is sponsored by

LOCKHEED MARTIN

WYKEHAM HOUSE SCHOOL
G.S.A. INDEPENDENT

DAY SCHOOL FOR
GIRLS

(AGED 23/4 -16 YEARS)

EAST STREET FAREHAM, HANTS. PO16 OBW
Telephone: 01329 280178 Fax: 01329 823964

ST DUNSTAN'S ABBEY
SCHOOL PLYMOUTH

DAY AND BOARDING SCHOOL FOR GIRLS 2'/2 -18
i? High Academic Standard
•£ Dyslexia Unit
•& Drama A Speciality
•fc Single Bedrooms

Telephone for a prospectus: 01752 201350
A Charily providing quality education for children.

Registetfil Charirv number 306736

TRINITY SCHOOL

BOARDING AND DAY SCHOOL
FOR BOYS AND GIRLS

PREPARATORY 3-11 SENIOR 11-18

A well disciplined friendly, caring environment with
individual attention
Excellent academic opportunities
Christian Ethos
14 Advanced Level subjects plus NVQ and GNVQ offered
One residential member of staff for every 10 boarders
Bursaries available for service children

For further details please contact Mrs Collins 01626 774138

TRINITY SCHOOL

BUCKERIDGE ROAD • TEIGNMOUTH • DEVON • TQ14 SLY
TEL (01626) 774138

Trinity School is a charitable institute for the education of children
Member of ISA - Reg. Charity No 276960 - Accredited by 1S]C

ST JOHN'S SCHOOL SIDMOUTH
THE flexible boarding school

(Ideal for the busy family - education for boys and girls, 2 to 13 years)

THE MILLENNIUM
SCHOLARSHIPS
available from March 1998

'Promoting talent for the future '
Write or ring for further information to:

St John's School, Broadway, Sidmouth Devon EX 10 8RG
Tel 01395 513984

Sl John's is ,i charity no. 274864 and exists to provide education for children

BOUNDARY OAK SCHOOL
Roche Court, \ \ i ckham Road,

FAREHAM. PO17 5BL

Co-educational Nursery & Preparatory School (Day & Boarding)
Nursery school: rising 3-5 years

Preparatory Department: 5-13 years
GIRLS' BOARDING FACILITY NOW AVAILABLE

Family atmosphere * Large Sports Grounds * Strong Forces Link
For full details of Scholarships and a Prospectus

Please Telephone: Fareham (01329) 280955. Reg charity 307M6

THE ROYAL SCHOOL, HAMPSTEAD
Principal: Mrs C.A. Sibson B.A. (Oxen)

INDEPENDENT BOARDING AND DAY
SCHOOL FOR GIRLS 7 - 18 YEARS

A HOME FROM HOME FOR YOUR DAUGHTER
Here in Hampstead, your daughter can receive an excellent
education whilst studying in a caring, happy and secure
environment. We provide:

• A broad based curriculum, well qualified staff and small classes
• Flourishing activities including Sport, Drama, Dance, and Music.
• Modern accommodation with good facilities.
• Frequent educational and cultural visits.
• Escort service for young girls to travel termini.

• Very competitive fees closely related to Boarding School Allowance

Please contact:
The Admissions Secretary, The Royal School,

Hampstead, 65 Rosslyn Hill, London NW3 5UD.
Tel: OJ71-794 7707

egistered chanty founded lor the education of the daughters ol servicemen

EDUCATION
Oaf&uoodSchool

Cfiichester
'Boys & girts 2'/z - 11. fBoanCity from 7)

* Beautiful, secure setting

* Warm family atmosphere

* Excellent academic record

^ Wide range of sports and activities

* Fees = BSA+ 10%

THE PERFECT ENVIRONMENT FOR YOUNG BOARDERS

FOR DETAILS, PLEASE TELEPHONE: (01243) 575209

unique' (-ek).
adj. Being the only one of its
kind, having no like or equal
or parallel.

Because not all schools are the same

For further details apply to:
The Headmaster, Kelly College, Tavistock, Devon, PL19 III I/

Tel. 01822 613005 Fax 01822 612050
Registrar: KirwinC@aol.com

Headmaster: KellyHM@compuserve.com
http://ourworld.compuserve.com/homepages/kelly _college

A Registered Charity which exists to provide education. Charity Regd. No. 306716
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NoticeBoard
Appointments I Promotions to Warrant Officer
Rear Admiral Nigel Richard

Essenhigh to be promoted
Admiral and to be C-in-C Fleet in
succession to Admiral Sir Michael
Boyce. Sept. 11.

Rear Admiral James Francis
Perowne to be promoted Vice
Admiral and to be Deputy
Supreme Allied Commander
Atlantic in succession to Vice
Admiral Ian Garnett. Nov. 12.

Capt S. W. Graham to be
Naval Base Commander
Portsmouth and to serve in the
rank of Commodore in succession
to Commodore I. R. Henderson.
Sept. 15.

Capt D. J. Russell to be CO
HMS Campbeltown. Aug. 25.

Lt Col. J. G. M. Downton RM
to be CO RM Poole. Sept. 8.

Cdr S. W. Upright to be CO
HMS Vengeance (Port). Aug. 4.

Cdr B. N. B Williams to be CO
HMS Norfolk. July 1.

THE CHIEF Petty Officers listed below have
accepted promotion to Warrant Officer follow-
ing the February Selection Boards held in
Centurion Building.

The effective date for promotion is March
31 next year. Ratings appointed to a WO bil-
let before then will be granted the acting rate
and paid as such from the effective date of
the appointment order.

WEAPON ENGINEERING
To WO(WEA)(ADC) • E.R. Tweedale. D.

Walker.
To WO(WEA)(WDO) - P. Heanes. P.

Travers.
To WO(WEM)(0) - S. Dunn.
To WO(WEMKR) - D.M. Shaw.
To WO(WEA)(WDO)(SM) - A.D. Slater.
To WO(WEA)(SM) - D.J. Smith, J.D.

Lucas.
To WOWEM(SM) - D.J. Hitt.

MARINE ENGINEERING
To WO(MEA)(ML)/(P)/(H> - S.D.

Bromfield, A.C. Butler, B.N. Christie, D.J.
Ellis, S.J. Marriott, T. Martin. R.G. Morey,
S.J.W. Patch, D.M. Tilley.

To WO(WEA)(L)/(EL) - J.B. Bullock. G.
Clarke, D.R.J. Oughton.

To WO(MEM)(M) - A.P. Chamberlain, M.J.
Connor, H.T. McLoughlin, N.C. Tinsley, D.
Wilson, I.K. Wilson.

To WO(MEM)(L) - K.J. Orzell.
To WO(MEA)(ML);(M).'(P)(SM) • W.G.

Bridgeman, J.F. Nesbitt, A.L. Watson, J.
Reynolds, D.A.J. Smith.

To WOMEA(EL)(SM) - P.P. Baker, D.J.
Green, A.D. Howard, M. Neder.

Promotions to Chief
AUTHORITY was issued by Commodore
Naval Drafting in April for the following to be
advanced:

To ACCAEA - D.J. Capps-Tunwell (RNAS
Yeovilton), P.A. D'Arcy (Exchange USA),
K.M. Davidson (Sultan), G.P. Metcalfe (849
Son A Fit.), B.W. Wickham (815 Sqn HQ),
NX.J. Laughton (Exchange RAF UK), P.A.
Lester-Hinchcliffe (801 Sqn), A.J. Harding
(RNAS Culdrose), J.J. Linnane (Sultan), P.
Syder (RNAS Culdrose). S.A. Meikle (MOD
DHSA), C.K. Drew ?815 OEU Osprey), F.J.
Baxter (Osprey), R.N. Cooke (810 Sqn
Seahawk).

To ACCCT - P.J. Manister (SCU
Leydene).

OPERATIONS (SEAMAN GROUP)
To CPCKEWMO) - G.J. Ducker (Norfolk).
To CPO(S) - B. Hancock (Dartmouth

BRNC), W.V. Parry (Edinburgh), S.N. Egan
(Loan DERAADAC).

OPERATIONS (COMMUNICATIONS)
REGULATING AND PT

To CPORS - C.A. Smith (SCU Leydene),
C.J. Hilbourne (Gloucester).

To MAA - A.G. French (Raleigh).
SUPPLY

To CPOWTR - P.M. Viney (MOD DIS).
MEDICAL

To CPONN M - G.F. Wright (RNDHU
Derriford). P.J. Richardson (DEF Med. TRG
CTR).

MARINE ENGINEERING MECHANIC
To CPOMEM(M) - M.V. Williams

(Glasgow), K.C. Byefield (Sultan).
FLEET AIR ARM

To CPOAEM(L) - J.T. Mussenden (815

Sqn Osprey), R.A. Hill (899 Sqn Heron), S.D.
McKenzie (846 Sqn).

CPO ARTIFICER TECHNICIAN
Commodore Naval Drafting has been noti-

fied of the following advancements to Chief
Petty Officer Artificer/Technician which were
made by Commanding Officers:

To CPOMEA: C.R. Leonard (Sultan), P.
Mercer (Drake CFM), M. Nolan
(Manchester).

To ACPOMEA - P. Adamson (Trenchant),
I.M. Barton (Drake CBP CFS), L.C. Clemens
(Sultan), G.E. Cox (Torbay), D.P. Edwards
(Drake CFM), M.A. Ford (Torbay), S.J.D.
Henry (Neptune SM1), J.C. Iddon (Sultan),

Deaths

Remember The
Good Old Navy

FREE BROCHURE

Wright & Logan EST. mi
20, Queen Street, Portsmouth. P01 3HL

TEL: 01705 829555 / FAX: 01705 861694

Rear Admiral Brian Brayne-Nlcholls
CB, DSC, Chief of Staff, Far East Fleet 1963-
65, and General Secretary of Officers
Pensions Society 1966-79. Served 1932-65.
Ships: Sussex, Leander, Bee, Nelson
Rodney, Cardiff, Manxman (supplies to Malta
1941, Madagascar 1942), Hamilcar (Med
Combined Ops HQ ship, Combined Ops for
Italy and D-Day landings), Glory, Vanguard,
Gravelines (CO), St Kitts (CO), Apollo (CO).
Naval Asst. to First Sea Lord; NATO Standing
Group, Washington. Member of RN Officers
Association and of (now disbanded) Yangtse
River Association. March 4, aged 83.

Rear Admiral John Yelverton
Thompson CB, DL, Admiral Superintendent
HM Dockyard Chatham 1958-61. Served
1926-61. Ships: Repulse, Berwick, Warspite,
Queen Elizabeth, Restless, Glasgow, Anson,
Liverpool, Newcastle, Unicorn. Commodore
RN Barracks Portsmouth 1956-57, Admiralty
Interview Boards 1958. Member of
Association of RN Officers. Aged 88.

Rear Admiral Charles Arthur Winfield
Weston CB, Admiral President RN College
Greenwich 1976-78, served 1940-78. Ships:
Glasgow, Durban, Duke of York (Flag Captain
Home Fleet), St Vincent, Ceres, Decoy, Jufair
(CO), Fleet Commander Far East Fleet 1963-
64, Director Naval Physical Training and
Sport 1971, Director of Quartering (Navy)
1975. Liveryman Shipwrights' Company
1979. Member of Association of RN Officers.
Aged 75.

Lt Cdr Ninian Scott-Elliott, DSC and
Bar, wartime anti-submarine CO. Pre-war
served in gunboats on Yangtse. Ships:
Scorpion, Penelope, Zulu. Taken prisoner
while assisting Marine landing parties at
Tobruk in 1942. Taken to Italy and escaped
by cutting hole with penknife in floor of rail
carriage en route to Germany. Reached UK
via Alps and Switzerland. CO HMS Amethyst
1944 (took part in sinking U-boat). Ships
joined British Pacific Fleet in 1945. Left
Amethyst in 1947. In 1954 bought Solomon
Island of Rendova and established success-
ful copra plantation until the Islands achieved
independence in 1970s. March 24, aged 86.

FLEET AIR ARM, REGULATING AND PT
To WO(AEA) - G.W. Land, A.H. Ward,

N.J. Wood, S.P. Wooton, J. Harrison, T.P.
McHale.

To WO(AEM) - ST. Meek.
To WO(AH) - P.J. Healy, K. Topping, D.C.

McPherson.
To WO(SE) - A.K. Garner.
To WOMAA - M.J. Bone.
To WOPT - M.R. Carter, B. Richardson.
WARFARE
To WO(M) - W. Armitage, S.J. Henaghen.
To WO(R) - A.N. Collings, E.A.G. Kepple,

M.G. Marsh, C.M. Simmonds, K.J. Winter.
To WO(S) - R.B. Burton, R. Worsey.
To WO(EW)(O) - K.R. Baker, K. Wallace,

B. Warren.
To WO(SEA) - M.D. Arnell.
To WO(MW)(O) - S.J.R. Mansell.
To WO(RS) - R.F Frost.
To WO(CY) - M. Jordan.
To WOCT - G.R. Davis, P.A. Lockhart, J.

Sheppard.
to WO(SSM) - P. Carr, D.L. Kelway, J.A.

Morrison.
To WO(RS)(SM) - S.A. Bolton.
To WOWSM - C.D. Turner.
To WOTSSM - A.R. Hall.
To WO(COXN)(SM) - N.A. Castledine,

J.R. Hendren, D.M.A. Rogers.

MEDICAL AND
SUPPLY & SECRETARIAT

To WOWTR - E.K. Woodall.
To WOSTD - A.M. Green.
To WONN - J. Brettell.
COMBINED MEDICAL - D.E. Currie.

D.G. Jones (Repulse Port), A.P. Kofoed
(Edinburgh), N.A.M. Mackinnon (Neptune),
R. Maddock (Drake CFM), D. McCutcheon
(Brave), W.P. Metcalf (CFM Portsmouth),
D.C. Munns (Coventry), S.G.A. Oughton
(CFM Portsmouth), J.M. Rowbotham (CFM
Portsmouth), C.M. Young (Beaver).

To CPOWEA: P.A. Crookes (Drake CFM).
A.P. Jenkins (SSA Bristol), M.P. Nolan
(Collingwood), G.D. Smith (Drake CFM), S.J.
Taylor (Nottingham).

To ACPOWEA: P.I. Bolton (Ark Royal), P.
Chappell (Torbay), L.D. Gower (Sovereign),
P.D.S. Robinson (Sutherland).

To CPOAEA: D.R. Boyall (RNAS
Culdrose).

Joe Brighton, DSM and Bar, wartime
submariner in Porpoise and Tally Ho (Chief
Torpedo Gunner's Mate). Served 1923-47.
Mediterranean and supplies to Malta 1941-
43. In Tally Ho (1943-45), Fourth Submarine
Flotilla, Indian Ocean. Boat sank cruiser, sub-
marine and survived ramming by Japanese
destroyer. Other boats: Proteus, Olympus
(China Station 1930s), H34, Sandhurst (post-
war). Dolphin. Aged 90.

Lt Cdr Charles Martin RNVR, DSC, US
Legion of Merit, served 1940-45 in Coastal
Forces. Ships: MGB 59, MGB 318 & 503
(CO) ferrying weapons and supplies to occu-
pied France for Allied agents, HMS Grey Wolf
(CO, D-Day), HMS Western Isles (CO).
Grand Prix racing driver in 1930s. Aged 84.

Cdr Gilbert Ferrlby (Nick) Franklin
OBE, Supply officer. Ships: Bee, Cochrane,
Phoebe, Goldcrest, Ariel, Drake, Dryad.
Member of RN Officers Association. April 6,
aged 91.

John (Sam) Richards, RNVR surgeon
who survived sinking of HMS Prince of
Wales. Also survived sinking of ship torpe-
doed by U-boat. Later consultant surgeon to
RN. Former senior lecturer and consultant at
the London Hospital. March 1, aged 82.

Lionel! Carroll DSM. WWII ships: Ark
Royal, Sirius. Mauritius, Wildfire. Member of
Tilehurst branch of Royal British Legion..
Aged 76.

Sir Ronald Millar, served in RNVR as
sub-lieutenant 1940-43 (invalided out).
Dramatist and speechwriter for Sir Edward
Heath and Baroness Thatcher when they
held Prime Minister's office. April 16, aged
78.

Jimmy Secular, served as engineer rat-
ing in WWII. Spotted by Portsmouth FA as
amateur playing for Gosport. Also played for
Newcastle United, which he captained as FA
Cup-winning team in 1955. Capped by
Scotland nine times. Later managed Cardiff
City. March 19, aged 73.

Percy Cullum, chairman and secretary of
HMS Barham Survivors Association. Ex-PO
Tel. Served 1934-49 & 1953-54. Ships:
Dainty (survivor, Tobruk), Jaguar, Barham,

Deputy Harbour Master
Rye £18,016-£24,850

The Harbour of Rye, under the control of the Environment
Agency, is a small busy harbour on the South coast. It has a mixture
of commercial, leisure and fishing activities. The Agency is dedicated
to developing the harbour facilities and enhancing the success of
the operation.

You will be responsible for assisting the Harbour Master to
control the navigation and berthing of all vessels and maintain
Harbour discipline with reference to local bylaws and applicable
marine legislation. This involves monitoring harbour structures,
navigation aids, marks, lights and other facilities, together with
maintaining records within the harbour administration.

With a Class 1 Certificate of Competency or equivalent you
should be computer literate and in keeping with the traditional role
of harbour workings, the hours are varied and include weekend
attendance. In conjunction with the Harbour Master, you will ensure
adequate cover during some day and night tides especially during
the busy summer cruising season and will be expected to live in
Agency accommodation at the Harbour.

For further information please contact Captain Carl Bagwell on
01797 225225. For a job description and application form please
call Yvonne Mason on 01732 223228. Completed forms should be
returned to her at Environment Agency, Orchard House, Endeavour
Park, London Road, Addington, West Mailing, Kent ME19 5SH.
Closing date for receipt of applications is 25 May 1998. Previous
applicants need not re-apply.

The Region operates a no
smoking policy.
The Environment Agency is committed
to achieving Equal Opportunities.

ENVIRONMENT
AGENCY

20FULL
COLOUR
POSTCARDS

*/
Naval Ships
Beautifully presented in a compact
presentation booklet, indexed at

the front. Each postcard measures
approx 41/2 x 6V: and is perforated

to tear out easily.

£4.50 inc pp (UK)
£5.00 Surface Mail Abroad

Orders to the Business Manager,
Navy News, HMS Nelson,

Portsmouth PO1 3HH.
TEL: O17O5 826040
FAX: 01705 83O149.

Cheques payable to Navy News to accompany
orders. For orders outside Itie UK payment can be
made by Cheque/International Money Order in £
sterling and drawn on UK bank or lor payment by
Credit Card/ Switch&oto. UK i Abroad, please use
coupon on page 4

NAVY NEWS looks back through its
pages to recall some of the May headlines
of past decades...

THE TIME OF
YOUR LIVES

40 years ago
AS AN EXPERIMENT, a Chief Yeoman was given
a unique title - Fleet Personnel Rating - and
tasked with discussing conditions of service with
the Lower Deck to convey sailors' views to the
Admiralty, via the C-in-C Mediterranean on whose
staff he was serving.

30 years ago
BRITAIN'S FIRST Polaris submarine, HMS
Resolution, started her first two-month operational
patrol. Meanwhile, on May 10, the Queen Mother
officially opened HMS Neptune, the Clyde
Submarine Base where a £24 million development
had had to be completed in time to receive the
Polaris boats.

20 years ago

• HMS Ceylon, which at this time in 1958 was
recommissioned for service in the Far East.
During the cruiser's previous commission she
had steamed 60,000 miles and had been pre-
sent at Trincomalee when the base was trans-
ferred to Ceylon, and at Accra for Ghana's
independence ceremony.

THE CALLAGHAN Government broke its ten per
cent pay-limit guidelines by giving the Services a
rise of between 11 and 15 per cent. The
Government guaranteed that Service pay would
not fall further behind civilian levels after the
Armed Services Pay Review Body produced a
hard-hitting report which showed that Forces pay
would need to rise by 32 per cent to restore parity
with civilian equivalents.

Points
THE FOLLOWING list shows the total points
of ratings at the top of each advancement
roster for Petty Officer and Leading Rates in
April after issue of B13s.

Intermediaries (Int) indicates that person-
nel can be advanced before they are eligible
to receive merit points or before the roster
can be adjusted to take account of them.
This means that personnel are advanced in
"basic date" order. Dates shown against "Int"
rosters are the basic dates of the top eligible
personnel. The number following the points
(or basic date) is the number advanced in
April.

King George V, Glasgow, Admiral Ramsey's
HQ for Normandy campaign, Berlin and
Hamburg. Recalled for Korean War service.
Served in RNR 1954-69 (London and Sussex
Divs.) and RNXS 1969-84, rising to Auxiliary
Officer in command of LJttlehampton unit.
Chairman of Civil Service Pensioners
Alliance, committee member of Civil Service
Retirement Fellowship, chairman of man-
magers of a group of schools for physically
handicapped, chairman of Police/Public Co-
ordination Committee. Aged 79

Bernard Slndall, served in RNVR during
WWII as navigator in Flower-class corvettes.
Distinguished sculptor, specialising in the
human nude. March 13, aged 72.

Ian Fleming-Williams OBE, former RN
lieutenant-commander WWII (fighter direc-
tion). Saw action in Atlantic, Pacific, Med. Art
historian and teacher. Aged 84.

Lt (S) G. W. Ellis, served 1932-58 (Joining
as cook). Ships: Revenge, Birmingham,
Gleneam, Glasgow, Vanguard, St Vincent.
March 27, aged 84.

Pat Nortncott, ex-CPO Coxswain, trea-
surer and secretary of River Plate Veterans
Association, member of HMS Ganges
Association. Ships: Exeter, Bonaventure,
Tamar, Whitaker, Bigbury Bay, Cambria. Feb.
4, aged 76.

Doug (Blondle) Cope, ex-AB, served
1948-60. Ships: Cardigan Bay. Snipe,
Battleaxe, Camperdown, Darlaston,
Victorious, Wolfe. Member of Cardigan Bay
Association. Aged 67.

Sidney Edward Bark. ex-COA, served
two years RNVR, 22 years RN. Ships:
Mauritius, Forth, Woolwich, Birmingham,
Cleopatra, Tenby, Teazer. March 15, aged 78.

Henry Martin, member of LST Club.
Joe Hopkinson, Majestic-Caledonia

1937 Boy. Ships: Kent, Suffolk, Superb. Feb.,
aged 76.

John Wyndham Collier, member of HMS
Sheffield Association. Jan. 5.

Gerry Button, member of HMS Sheffield
Association. March 5.

Eric W. Davis, ex-AB in HMS
Indefatigable (British Pacific Fleet). Aged 72.

Melvln Jefferies. ex-AM(E), member of
NE branch of FAA Association. March 16,
aged 73.

George Bell, ex-AM(O), member of NE
branch, FAA Association. March 21, aged 75.

John Wynne, ex-CY, joined RN 1932.
Ships: Ganges, Barham, terror, Edinburgh
Castle, Chameleon, Clematis, Albion,
Blackcap. Member of Flower Class
Association. Aged 81.

William Harry Whitman, ex-CPOGI,
served 26 years. Ships included Wager,
Whitshed and Worcester (survivor, seriously
wounded). After leaving Navy he became CO
of motor fishing vessel attached to HMNB
Portsmouth. Retired in 1971. Aged 91.

A. A. (Clem) Clements. Ships included
HMS Wrangler. Member of Burma Star
Association. March 16.

ASSOCIATION OF RN OFFICERS
Cdr P. F. Cole DSC. Ships: Hyperion,

Jaguar. Holderness, Muil of Kintyre, Gannet,
St Angelo, Raleigh.

Third Officer J. Davenport.

Swop drafts
LSA Alexander, HMS Neptune ext 6251,

will swop for any Portsmouth area draft.
LS(M) Goodman, HMS Heron ext

861124, dratted HMS Liverpool, June. Will
consider any Plymouth ship, preferably Type
22, Batch 2/3, deploying or not.

OM1(MW) Hughes, Navs Yeo. HMS
Cromer, BFPO 260. Will swop for HMS
Pembroke or HMS Grimsby, or Portsmouth
Hunt-class not deploying.

OMC(1) Ronaldson, 3O Mess, HMS
Boxer, BFPO 232, deploying Nov. Will con-
sider any Portsmouth ship.

LS(M) Waters, HMS Cambridge ext
77550, drafted HMS Dumbarton Castle, Nov.
2. Will swop for any Plymouth sea draft,
preferably Type 22.

POMEM(L) A. Bayne, HMS Ark Royal,
BFPO 212, drafted HMS Grafton, Feb. Will
swop for any Island or Castle-class fishery

CCMEAML - Int (25.8.97), Nil; CCMEA-
EL - Int (26.11.97), Nil; CCMEAMLSM - Dry,
Nil; CCMEAELSM - Dry, Nil; CCWEAADC
Dry, Nil; CCWEAWDO - Dry, Nil; CCWEAA-
DCSM - Dry, Nil; CCWEAWDOSM - Dry, Nil;
CCAEAM - 143 (1.9.96), 5; CCAEAR - Dry,
5; CCAEAWL - 274 (1.1.95), 4.

PO(EW)(O) - 351 (15.3.94), Nil; LS(EW)
- Int (12.3.96). Nil; PO(M) - 135 (11.7.95), 5;
LS(M) - 80 (10.10.95), Nil; PO(R) - 432
(12.10.93), Nil; LS(R) - 110 (12.9.95), 1;
PO(S) - 87 (10.10.95), 5; LS(S) - 434
(15.6.93), Nil; PO(D) - 622 (14.7.92), Nil;
LS(D) - 698 (16.12.91) Nil; PO(MW)(O) - Int

Capt W. D. Gregory RM.
S/Lt W. L. Gregory RNVR.
S/Lt R. H. Y. Hawkes Ships included

HMS Indomitable.
Lt (E) M. J. Liddle. Ships: Forth.

Springtide, Caledon, Calliope, Newfound-
land, Devonshire, Pembroke, Ceres,
Chequers, Marmion.

Lt H. W. Loughborough. Ships:
Resolution, Olympus.

Cdr (E) E. A. Morrison OBE, DL. Ships:
Curacoa, Spartan, Merganser, Condor.

Cdr B. G. O'Neill OBE, DSC. Ships:
Challenger, Legion. Shippigan, Maidstone,
Swiftsure, Tamar, Cardigan Bay, Tiger,
President, Drake.

Capt E. D. Norman DSO, DSC. Ships:
Regent, Forth, Alcide, President. Saker,
Terror, H44.

Lt Cdr R. C. Sewell. Ships: Renown.
Hermes, Achilles, Condor, Bherunda,
President.

Lt Cdr (E) Sutton. Ships included HMS
Birmingham.

Capt J. R.G. Trenchman Ships:
Imperial, Scimitar, Mercury II, Triumph,
Saker, Aisne, Eastbourne.

Lt Cdr J. E. S. Wallace. Ships: Forth. Sea
Eagle, Mauritius, Victorious, Mercury, Meon,
Jufair, Drake.

Lt Cdr (S) E. Whltby. Ships: Ark Royal,
Cochrane, Pambroke. President, Victory.

ROYAL NAVAL ASSOCIATION
Harry Robert Solomon. Ferndown. Ex-

PO, served 1937-46. Former Mayor of
Ferndown. Aged 78.

T. H. Gelling, Peel. Served in sweepers.
George Russell, secretary and founder

member Pembroke Dock & District. Served
12 years. Ships: Ocean, Eagle.

Ron (Ossle) Osborn, welfare officer,
Amesbury. Ex-CPO PRI, served 1947-72.
Feb. 26, aged 66.

Douglas (Duggle) Foster, Wakefield.
Ships: Forth, Scotia Raleigh. Feb. 25, aged

Billy Nichols, West Bromwich. Ships:
Indefatigable, Warrior, Ocean, Unicorn.
March 5.

Percy Cracknel!. Sawston, served in
HMS Sunflower. March, aged 74.

Colvin Thompson, Sawston. served in
HMS Albion. March, aged 63.

Ian Dudley Stewart, Hastings, and mem-
ber of SOCA. Served in HM submarine
Ultimatum in Mediterranean 1942-45. Aged
73

Stan Leonard, Deal & Walmer. Ex-
POMM, served 1943-46.

Ted Hunt, Kingston upon Thames, ex-
LS(Asdic) and ex-submariner. Served 1939-
46. Aged 79.

Irvln Bull, Swindon, ex-Mech (SMS)
1943-46. Ships: LCT(E) 311 (D-Day), LCT(E)
399. Persephone. March 28, aged 81.

Frank Wotton. Swindon, ex-AB, served
1939-46. Ships: Carnarvon Castle, Pretoria
Castle, Hyacinth, Woolwich, Renown. April
15, aged 77.

Wllf Sherwood, Wolverhampton. ex-
LTel. Served 1939-47. Ships: Nelson,
Kingsmill, Black Swan, Panther. March 3.
Aged 76.

protection vessel.
CH Seaman, Ajax Galley, HMS Raleigh,

drafted 814 NAS, May. Will swop for any
Plymouth ship deploying or not.

POMEM(L) Bunting, POs Mess, HMS
Argyll, BFPO 210 (refining Rosyth from May
18 for a year). Will swop for any Type 23
deploying or not, preferably Plymouth ship.
MEOOW 2/1 qualification necessary.

STD A. King. 5D1 Mess, HMS Illustrious,
BFPO 305, drafted HMS Warrior, June 23.
Will swop for any Portsmouth shore base.

LCH C. S. Edwards. HMS Neptune ext
3429, drafted HMS Pembroke, Portsmouth,
Sept. 1. Will swop for any Faslane ship.

LWEM(R) Dlxon. AFCO Level 2 East,
Northernhay House, Exeter, EX4 3QP, draft-
ed Exeter Careers Office. Will consider any
Plymouth shore draft.

CH1 Green, OLTC Talybont (01874

(4.4.97), Nil; LS(MW) - Int (11.3.97). Nil;
PO(SR) - 388 (12.10.93), Nil; LS(SR) - 182
(14.2.95). Nil; PO(SEA) - 590 (15.9.92). 6.

POCY - 558 (9.6.92). Nil; PORS - 625
(9.6.92), Nil; POCO - 264 (11.10.94), Nil;
LRO - 377 (12.10.93), Nil; POPT - 529
(13.10.92), Nil; RPO - 628 (10.3.92), 4;
POMEM(L)(GS) - Dry, 1; LMEM(L)(GS) -
161 (6.4.95), Nil; POMEM(M)(GS) - 450
(12.12.92), Nil; LMEM(M)(GS) - 276
(22.3.94), 8; POWEM(O) - 162 (27.4.95), 3;
LWEM(O) - 332 (21.3.93), Nil;
POWEM(R)(GS) - 308 (1.3.94), 2;
LWEM(R)(GS) - 326 (1.4.94), 3; POCA(GS)
- 691 (21.6.90), Nil; LCH(GS) - 497
(16.10.92), 4; POSTD(GS) - 769 (28.8.91),
Nil; LSTD(GS) - 312 (16.6.94), 1;
POSA(GS) - 447 (15.7.93), 2; LSA(GS) -
210 (8.12.94), 5; POWTR(GS) - 477
(20.5.93), 3; LWTR(GS) - 416 (12.7.93), Nil;
POMA - Int (12.3.96), 1; LMA - 79 (14.11.95),
11.

PO(S)(SM)(O) - 729 (19.12.91), Nil;
LS(S)(SM) - 661 (7.11.91), Nil; PCHTS)(SM)
- 432 (31.8.93), Nil; LS(TS)(SM) - 489
(19.1.93), Nil; PORS(SM) - 573 (13.10.92),
Nil; LRO(SM) - 385 (8.6.93) Nil; POMEM(L)-
(SM) - Int (3.7.97), 1; LMEM(L)(SM) - Int
(11.1.96), 5; POMEM(M)(SM) - Dry, 2;
LMEM(M)(SM) - Int (3.7.96). 1: POWEM(R)-
(SM) - 564 (3.11.92), 1; LWEM(R)(SM) - 902
(25.6.90), Nil; POSA(SM) - Int (3.12.97), Nil;
LSA(SM) - Int (8.7.96), Nil; POWTR(SM) -
Int (12.12.96). Nil; LWTR(SM) - 361
(25.11.93), Nil; POCA(SM) - Int (19.12.96),
Nil; LCH(SM) - 927 (29.7.90), Nil;
POSTD(SM) - 755 (23.7.91), Nil; LSTD(SM)
- 1065(20.2.90), 1.

POA(AH) - 1039 (2.5.89), Nil; LA(AH) -
570 (8.11.91). Nil; POA(METOC) - Dry, 3;
LA(METOC) - Int (4.6.96), 3; POA(PHOT) -
993 (6.2.90), Nil; POA(SE) - 718 (9.6.91), 2;
LA(SE) - 125 (24.7.95). Nil; POACMN - 498
(12.11.92), Nil; POAEM(M) - 244 (20.10.94),
9; LAEM(M) - 478 (20.10.92), 4; POAEM(R)
- Int (2.10.97), Nil; LAEM(R) - 577 (26.3.92),
3; POAEM(L) - Dry, Nil; LAEM(L) - 437
(17.6.93), Nil; POAC - Dry, Nil.

POW(R) 394 (14.1.94), Nil; LW(R) - Dry,
Nil; POW(RS) - 678 (3.12.91), 1; LWRO -
760 (12.3.91), 1; POWPT - 568 (7.5.92), Nil;
RPOW - 597 - (10.3.92), Nil; POWCA - Dry,
Nil; LWCH - Dry, Nil; POWSTD - 933
(16.7.90), Nil; LWSTD - 517 (6.9.92). 1;
POWSA - 140 (1.8.95), Nil; LWSA - Dry, Nil;
POWWTR - 473 (26.2.93), 1; LWWTR - 351
(17.3.94). Nil; POWWTR(G) • Int (11.7.97),
Nil; POW(METOC) - Dry, Nil; LW(METOC) -
Dry, Nil; POWPHOT • 351 (5.10.93), Nil;
POWAEM(M) - Int (20.3.97), Nil; LWAEM(M)
- Dry, Nil; POWAEM(R) - Dry. Nil;
LWAEM(R) - 558 (29.5.92), 1; POWAEM(L)
- Dry, Nil; LWAEM(L) - Dry, Nil; POWETS
916 (15.11.90), LWETS - 492 (22.9.92), Nil.

LWTEL - 615 (3.12.91), Nil; POWWA
486 (10.3.93), Nil; LWWA - 622 (30.10.91),
Nil; POWDHYG-Int (14.12.95), Nil; POWD-
SA - Dry, 1; LWDSA - Int (25.7.96), Nil;
POEN(G) - Dry, Nil; LEN(G) - Dry, Nil:
PONN - 263 (11.6.94), 3; POMA(Q) - Dry, Nil;
LMA(Q) - Dry, Nil.

PO(AWW) - Int (17.12.96), Nil;
LOM(AWW) - Int (20.10.97), Nil; PO(AWT)
Int (2.10.97), Nil; LOM(AWT) - Int (18.11.97).
5; PO(UW) - Int (3.3.98), Nil; LOM(UW) - Int
(9.9.97), Nil; PO(EW) - Int (24.7.97), Nil;
LOM(EW) - Int (30.7.97) Nil; PO(MW) - Int
(15.7.97), Nil; LOM(MW) - Int (13.1.98), 9;
PO(C) - Dry, Nil; LOM(C) - Int (14.10.97). 9;
PO(SSM) - Int (25.11.96), Nil; LOM(SSM) -
Int (29.1.97), Nil; PCfrSM) - Int (11.7.96),
Nil; LOM(TSM) Int (13.2.96), Nil; PO(CSM)
- 232 (11.10.94), Nil: LOM(CSM) - Int
(10.6.97), 3; PO(WSM) - 313 (3.5.94), Nil;
LOM(WSM) - 627 (24.1.92), Nil.

Basic Dates for the female ratings in the
following categories, which have no examina-
tion for the next higher rate, are applied in
accordance with BR1066 Chapter 22:

POWTEL - 763 (1.4.93). Nil;
The number of B13s issued in the female

categories are those advanced from the
female shore roster.

676269), drafted HMS Campbeltown, in refit,
June. Will consider any ship deploying.

LSTD Macrory, HMS Lancaster, BFPO
323 or call 01705 722840, drafted HMS
Heron, May 19. Will swop for any Portsmouth
shore base.

NA(AH) McGovern. Portland Fire
Station, drafted HMS Fearless Oct. 5. Will
swop for HMS Illustrious or Invincible.

WCH S. Weir. HMS Neptune
(932553429). drafted HMS Beaver, August 2.
Wilt swop for any Portsmouth ship deploying
or not.

WTR Ralan, HMS Anglesey, BFPO 207
(Portsmouth), will swop for non-deploying
CVS, Type 22/23 or Squadron office.

LMEM(M) Todd, 3P Mess, HMS
Sheffield. 01752 553720 (deploying June).
Will consider any Plymouth ship not deploy-
ing before Jan.
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Calling Old Shipmates Over to You
HMS Ganges 1948, Collingwood 193

and 94 Classes: Any members of the
above who are interested in a 50 years on
reunion please contact Jim Barker, Crown
Cottage, Elsenham, Bishops Stortford,
Herts CM22 6DG, tel 01279 817750.

HMS Raleigh, Jan 1952: David Bishop
is hoping to trace his old messmates. He
has a photo of them, including Jeff Gill, A.
MacDiarmie, Frank Wiggerton, Hamish
Paton, Tony Mimms, M. Haviland, and
PYSO Instructor Denholm. If any of the
names ring a bell, contact David at Abbey
Lodge, Quarr Rd, Binstead, Isle of Wight
PO334EL, tel 01983 811207.

HMS Active 1977-79: Dicky Antcliffe is
hoping to find AB(M) Wilson, who served
with him in Active. He was from the Lincoln
area. If anyone has any knowledge of him,
please contact Mr Antcliffe on 01226
286835.

HMS Glasgow 1948-9: If anyone
knows of the whereabouts of Ron Ribbins,
Navigator's Yeoman, would they ask him
to get in touch with S/M Allan Mercer at 89,
Royal Ave, Widnes, Cheshire WAS 8HJ, as
the QD staff would like to renew an old
friendship.

HMS Gallant: Douglas Osborne joined
the Navy at Chatham, like his brother
Thomas. Douglas was killed in HMS
Gallant, and Thomas, who served on land-
ing craft in the Med would like to hear from
any of his brother's old shipmates. Contact
Thomas at 151, Cavendish Rd, Carlton,
Nottingham NG4 SEE, tel 0115 987 1889.

Walter Sharp: Old friends of Walter's
from Thetford Council School (they all left
in 1938) are anxious to contact him for a
reunion. Walter was in the Navy in 1947. If
anyone knows of his whereabouts, could
they contact Ernest Sage at 34, The Rise,
Partridge Green, Horsham, West Sussex
RH13SJD, tel 01403 710664.

631 Squad 1954: Marine Michael
Hosier wishes to contact members of the
squad - Marine Doncaster in touch. ALso
members of HMS Bermuda 1957-9,
Marines Dayies and Harrison in contact.
Mr Hosier lives at 16, Carronade Walk,
Portsmouth PO3 5LX, tel 01705 652965.

HMS Opossum 1952-54: Harry
Catterson is trying to trace Doug "Yorky"
Banks, who served with Harry in the Far
East in HMS Opossum. Any information to
Harry on 01642 881770.

HMS Warrior, Operation Grapple,
Christmas Island 1957: Only 50 ship-
mates in touch so far about a reunion -
there must be more out there. Contact
John Carr at 91, Westley Rd, Acock's
Green, Birmingham B27 7UW, tel 0121
624 4964. Also contact John if you served
in Warrior between 1953-4, or were part of
the hand-over to the Argentinian Navy in
November 1958.

HMS Anson Training Squadron 1948:
Fred Knowles is trying to find ex-ship-
mates who were on HMS Anson Training
Squadron, Portland, Feb 1948; Quarter
Deck Class 24, including Woods from
Manchester, Kissack from Fleetwood,
Mitcham from Boston and Peter Aitkin from
Scotland. Write to Fred at 10, Clinton Ave,
Lipson, Plymouth PL4 7HA, or ring 01752

229495.
HMS Leeds Castle: Jim "Tubby"

Edwards served in the old Leeds Castle,
which was attached to HMS Osprey and
the Second Training Flotilla, Portland. Jim
joined her in 1948, serving more than two
years as a stoker - and keeping goal for
the football team. If there are any old ship-
mates from Leeds Castle, or from HMS
Ursa (April 1957 to paying off in Malta,
Sept 1958), contact Jim at 69, Alma St,
Sheerness, Kent ME12 2AY.

Malaya and Borneo: Just formed in
Bromley, the North Kent/South London
branch of the National Malaya and Borneo
Veterans Association, seeking members
who served in Malaya in World War tl, the
Emergency, Confrontation or the
Insurrection, contact Allan Sutton at 6,
Jameson House, Glasshouse Walk,
Vauxhall SE11 5EX, tel 0171 771 1654.

820 Sqdn, HMS Eagle 1965-68: Ex-AB
Cook Tug Wilson would like to hear from
an old shipmate, Little Knocker White, part
of the Electrical Branch in the FAA; 820
Sqdn was based at HMS Seahawk. He
was from the London area and ran the line
for Helston AFC in the early 1970s. If any-
one has any news of him, contact Tug on
0410 170479.

Nol3 JSTU (Sea Vixen), Woomera
1960-62: All four air crew at South
Australian trials unit traced - now looking
for the ground crew for a possible reunion
in 1998 or 99. Contact Peter Randell,
01684292939.

HM Submarine Osiris: Leading Stoker
Stanley Watts, known as Dodo, was in the
Navy between 1938 and 1944 - did you
serve with him? If so, please contact him at
Shire House, Sidmouth Rd, Lyme Regis,
Dorset DT7 3ES, tel 01297 443450.

Class 187 (W/T) HMS Collingwood,
Dec 1942 - Apr 1943: Charles Stringer
would like to hear from anybody who was
in this class. Contact him at 109, Ware Rd,
Hertford SG13 7EE, tel 01992 550071.

HMS Goathland: Can anyone help
Peter Metiers with details of this wartime
destroyer, adopted by the village of
Wedmore in Warship Week 1943? Peter
would like to feature the story of the ship in
the 'General Interest' corner of his church.
Contact him at Porch House, Wedmore,
Somerset BS28 4BA, tel 01934 712515.

Ronald Randall's sister, Mrs J. Hinton,
would like to find out about her late broth-
er's Naval career, and if anyone has any
photos or memories of him. He served
between 1948 and 1972, including HMS
Vanguard and HMS Lynx. Contact Mrs
Hinton at 34, Grove Ra Parkstone, Poole
BH12 3LG, tel 01202 380761.

Cash for a set? A number of ex-
matelots in a Yeovil pub have spent some
time arguing over the question of whether
sailors ever received extra pay for growing
a set. Answers to Happy Day, 162,
Mudeford Rd, Yeovil, Somerset BA21 4AL.

Lament for HMS Hood: Bill Mockett
(0181 691 5829) recalls being in a
Portsmouth pub on leave just after HMS
Hood was lost. A group of lads were singing
a lament, to the tune of Silent Night, the
only words he remembers were "HMS
Hood has gone down to the deep, That was
the day that made mothers weep.' Can any-
one supply the rest of the words?

Sharman Hill: Mrs Liz Ratcliffe is
searching for Sharman, who probably
joined the Wrens in the early 1970s, and
lived in Kidderminster. If anyone knows
where she is, could they contact Mrs
Ratcliffe on 01946 810/92 (home) or
01946 514608 (office hours).

Michael Walsh: Michael, a shipwright
from Devonport, was lost while serving in
HMS Courageous in 1939. His grandson
would like to hear from any survivors, or
anyone who knew Michael. Contact him
via 57, Hazel Rd, Bishopsmead, Tavistock,
Devon PL19 9DN, tel 01822 614688.

Edward Caldwell: Charles Thursby is
trying to contact wartime friend, Edward
Caldwell, a stoker in HMS Southampton in

Ex-Services' congress
THE first national reunion and congress of former servicemen
and women will be held in Blackpool from June 5-9.

Matters under discussion will include the petition for a ser-
vice representative within the Government and a similar rep-
resentative within each local government constituency.

There will also be discussions on compensation claims by
Far East prisoners of war and those involved in nuclear tests
and the Gulf War.

For further details write to NESA Stockport SK1 3ER.

Material submitted for inclusion on this page should be
brief and clearly written - if possible, typed or printed.
There may be some delay before items appear, due to

the popularity of the page and pressure of space

• The Fleet Air Arm's most popular mid-wars fighter, the Fairey Flycatcher. This particular aircraft
is on show at the FAA Museum.

Fairey Flycatcher
THE FAIREY Flycatcher was one of the
Fleet Air Arm's most loved aircraft, and
for eight of its 11 years in service from
1923 was the Navy's only Fleet fighter.

Its immense manoeuvrability, rugged air-
frame and small size made it particularly suit-
ed to carrier operations, and on November 26,
1929 a Flycatcher became the first RN fighter
to make a night landing on a carrier - HMS
Courageous.

The type was easily handled on board, one
flight claiming a record when their strike-down
and stowage of six of the aircraft took only
four minutes 20 seconds.

Some of the aircraft were fitted with floats
and others were equipped as amphibians, hav-
ing both wheels and floats. And they were the
last Fleet fighters to serve in capital ships,
being launched from short take-off platforms
mounted on the gun turrets.

Almost 200 Flycatchers were delivered to
the FAA and they served ashore at air stations
worldwide, as well as in the carriers HM ships
Argus, Courageous, Furious, Eagle, Hermes
and Glorious.

Flying from Hong Kong, Flycatchers, which
could be armed with four 20lb bombs, were
used against Chinese pirates. Their sturdiness
allowed them to dive-bomb vertically with the
engine full on - and if during the dive the
engine was suddenly throttled back, it pro-
duced a very curious 'blue note', presaging
somewhat the terrifying, deliberately induced
whine of Hitler's Stukas.

One story is told of a Flycatcher pilot named
Aldridge who became so proficient at produc-
ing and controlling the sound effects that he
could almost play a tune with his engine.

By 1934 Flycatchers had been replaced in
Naval service by Hawker Nimrods and
Ospreys, and in April 1935 the type was finally
declared obsolete.

The Flycatcher was powered by a 400 hp
Armstrong Siddeley Jaguar III or IV engine
producing a maximum speed of 133mph at
5,000ft - 126mph as a floatplane - and an ini-
tial climb of 1.090ft a minute. Range at cruising
speed was 311 miles and service ceiling was
19,000ft - 14,000ft for the floatplane.

Main armament comprised two fuselage-
mounted Vickers machine-guns.

1939-41. The pair lost touch after he was
wounded. He married Eadie and lived in
the Medway area. Any info to Charles at 4,
Wattendon Rd, Kenley, Surrey CR8 5LU.

HMS Ithuriel: Gerry Tyack of the
Wellington Aviation Museum has an exhib-
it, a silver (?) cigarette box which was pre-
sented to Grp Capt Tony King by the cap-
tain of the destroyer wnich brought him
home firstly (to Canada) after internment in
Manchuria in 1945. The front of the box
bears a camel, and inside the lid is
inscribed 'Camrnell Laird and Co Ltd,
Sheffield and Birkenheao". Any info to
Gerry at British School House, Moreton-in-
Marsh, Glos GL56 OBG, tel 01608 650323.

HMT Mohamed AM EI-Kebir: Dick
White is researching the loss of this ship,
sunk by U-38 250 miles west of Malin in
August 1940. Contact with survivors, and
any info from rescuers on HMS Griffin,
Mallow or Gladiolus would be appreciated.
Contact Dick at The Barn, Stodday,
Lancaster LA2 OAG, tel 01524 64314.

HMS Glasgow and the King of
Norway: Wouldany old shipmates be able
to send Joe Reynolds a copy of a letter
received by the whole ships company
when HMS Glasgow evacuated the King of
Norway and Royal Family in 1940?
Contact Joe at 90, Caldwell Rd, Bordesley
Green East, Birmingham B9 5TH.

HMS Cramer: Mrs Betty Larcombe's
first husband was PO Victor Lock, who was
presumed drowned when HMS Cromer
sank in the eastern Med in 1942. Are there
any survivors who remember Victor?
Although she does not feel able to enter
into any protracted correspondence, she
would like to hear from anyone who can
shed light on the events in 1942. Contact
her at 18, Wheats Ave, Harborne,
Birmingham B17, tel 0121 427 5367.

HM ships Exmoor, Grove, Khartoum
and Porcupine: Charles Godwin collects
photos of world War II warships, and is
having difficulty obtaining pictures of these
four destroyers from the usual commercial
sources. Can anyone help? Contact
Charles at 3121, S. Ocean Drive, APt 213,
Hallandale, Fl 33009-7266, USA.

Frederick George Harding: Frederick
died recently, leaving his shipmates at
Sidcup RNA puzzling over two entries in
his service records, quoting Tana Frirtilary
1942' and 'GNW Frittilary T943'. If anyone
can help, please contact the Secretary,
Sidcup Branch RNA, 45, Bexley Rd, Erith,

Reunions
MAY

Scnarnhorst Association: Would any
branch of the RNA who wish to go to the
reunion of the Association, which is held
each May in various towns in Germany, note
that they must contact Herr Wolfgang Kube
at Naumburger Strasse 16, 56075 Koblenz,
Germany. Accommodation is hard to get.

The Telegraphist Air Gunners
Association will hold their 51st reunion at
Lee on Solent on May 16-17. Details from
Stewart Crawford on 0141 644 5080.

HMS Saintes Association: Open to
ships company of all commissions - next
reunion at the RNA Club, Gosport, on May 30
at 12.00. Details from Les Andrews on 01903
767637 or Tony Richardson on 0181 597
2499.

JUNE
Annual Stores Branch WOs'

Symposium and Dinner will be at HMS
Raleigh on June 4. All serving and retired
Warrant Officer Stores Accountants are invit-
ed, and retired WOs are particularly welcome
for the dinner. Contact WO G. McDonald at
01752 811514 for details.

HM 702 LCP Flotilla - Smoke Layers
(CO Lt D.R. Stephens) reunion lunch will be
in London on June 5. Details from Colin
Kitching, 24, Chestnut Way, Repton, Derby
DE65 6FQ, tel 01283 703289.

Seaman Specialist Comrades
Association: AGM and midsummer function
on June 6 at the Mountbatten Room, HMS
Dolphin. Any members not receiving round
robin letter contact WO Vic Vance on 01705
726579 office hours, or Snowy Clingham any
time.

RN and RM Gunnery and Missile
Instructors' Association 52nd reunion din-
ner is at the WOs, SRs and Sergeants' Mess,
HMS Excellent, on June 6. Contact Dave
Owen on 01329 332066 for details.

HMS Bicester (L34 and M36) reunion
will be held at the Littlebury Hotel, Church
End, Bicester, on June 6. Details from Dave
Braybrook, 30, Trinity Grave, Hertford SG14
3HB. tel 01992 583272.

Pembroke '84 Club annual Warrant
Officer and Senior Rate Stewards reunion
(serving and ex-service) will be held in the
WOs, SRs and SNCOs Mess. HMS Nelson
on June 12. Details from WOSTD R. Mitchell,
Wardroom, HMS Nelson, tel 01705 724261.

HMS Constance Association reunion is
on June 13 at the RNA, Leamington Spa.
Contact the secretary on 01795 665248.

HMS Sheba - Aden and Associated
Ships and Escorts WW2: Reunion on June
20-21 at Three Swans Hotel, Market
Harborough, Leics. Contact Gordon Pinfield
on 01207 503617.

HMS Glory Association will be held at
HMS Heron, RNAS Yeovilton, on June 26-
28. Contact Peter Warde at 91, Dinglederry,
Olney, Bucks MK46 5EU, tel 01234 711611.

Devonport Field Gun Crews 1998
reunion is at HMS Drake on June 27. Details
from Derrick Pearce, 229, Victoria Rd, St
Budeaux, Plymouth PL5 2DQ, tel/fax 01752
366778.

HMS Auckland (Tobruk 1941):
Shipmates meet at Naval War Memorial,
Sputhsea, at 2pm on June 27. Relatives and
friends welcome.

JULY
HMS Manchester Association AGM is on

July 4 on the SS Shieldhall in Ocean Village,
Southampton, with lunch at 12.30pm. The
annual church service is at St Ann's Church,
Portsmouth Naval Base on July 5. Details from
M.T. Broad, 2, Park Farm Rd, Purbrook, Hants
PO75HN, tel 01705 268696.

1998 Joint Services Hong Kong
reunion will take place on July 4 in the
Carisbrooke Hall of the Victory Services
Club, Marble Arch, London, for any serving
and ex-serving personnel and/or their depen-
dents. Further details from Bob Downie or
Mandy Niblett at 9, Field's Oak, Blandford
Forum, Dorset DT11 7PP, tel 01258 450338.

Junglie Cocktail Party: The Commando
Squadrons and Commando Helicopter Force
are holding their annual Junglie Cocktail
Party at Sherborne Castle on July 10 - fire-

Kent DAS 3SH, tel 01322 342245.
826 MAS: Rob Evans is carrying out

research and would like to talk to anyone
who served with 826 Naval Air Squadron in
the 1970s. Please contact Rob Evans on
0181 980 2455, or at 6, Birtwhistle House,
150, Parnell Rd, London E3 2JY.

William Hawkridge: Can anyone help
Steven Smith with details of his grandfa-
ther, who died when hospital ship St
Sirniva was sunk in January 1943? Steven
lives at 20, Crescent Ave, Little Thurrock,
Grays, Essex, tel 01375 386338.

HMY Britannia decommissioning:
Does anyone know of a supplier of a video
of the decommissioning ceremony of the
Royal Yacht in Portsmouth in December
1997? Any details to 184, Station Rd,
Prince Regents Park, Drayton, Portsmouth
PO6 1PU, tel 01705 376844.

Harry Carrick: Mrs N. Briggs is hoping to
find information on her uncle Harry, who
entered the Navy in 1939 and became an
Artificer Technician in HMS Pembroke. He
lived in London and possibly married a
Londoner called Floss. Any help to Mrs
Briggs at 82, Lynton Rd, Hillside, Southport,
Merseyside PR8 SAP, tel 01704 550448.

HMS Velox: Mr J. Wilson has been tojd
that this destroyer sailed for six weeks in
the Firth of Forth, covered in hoses to keep
the ship cool, while she was conducting tri-
als with a nearby research station into a
German invention designed to detect ships
by infra red rays. Any info on this episode
to Mr Wilson at Acadia, 9, Clifford Rd,
North Berwick, East Lothian EH39 4PW.

Ian and Donald Didsbury: These
brothers served in the Navy during the war,
and were friends with a woman named
Edith. The brothers were from Edinburgh,
and Edith Middleton would love to hear
from them. Contact her at 8, Wortham
Drive, Scarborough, Ontario, Canada M1G
1W4, or via PO K. Minter, Barrack Guard
Admin, HMS Drake, Plymouth.

Songs They Sang Through Two
World Wars: Mrs Margaret Brookes has a
record by this title, on the inside cover of
which are old photos. Mrs Brookes thinks a
man in a boat is her father, Mne Len Taylor,
who died in 1994. If anyone knows the
record, or the origin of the pictures, contact
Mrs Brookes at 61, Pendeford Hall Lane,
Pendeford, Wolverhampton WV9 5ES, tel
01902787679.

Combined Operations Manual: Arnold
Sharpies was in Combined Ops during the

works and music after 2100, bring your own
picnic. All officers with Junglie background
welcome. JCTPO: Lt M. Liggins, 845 NAS,
RNAS Yeovilton, tel 01935 456601.

41 Commando RM (Deal) 1977-81
reunion on the weekend of July 25. Details
from Graham Dear, 19, James Hall Gdns,
Deal, Kent CT14 7SZ, tel 01304 363523.

Medical Assistants of Harvey Class
'78: 20th anniversary reunion is on July 25-
26 in Plymouth. Contact Mel Lyth, 01889
568126.

AUGUST
497, 976 and 981 Squads combined

reunion will be held in August at the Royal
Fleet Club, Plymouth. Details from Peter
Wye, "Pet-a-Pat", 349, Old Road. Clacton-on-
Sea, Essex CO15 3RQ, tel 01255 434784.

Crewe Branch of the Combined
Service Association is holding a Drum
Head service on August 9 at St Peter's
Church, Leighton, Cumminshull-Vernon,
near Crewe. The branch reunion is on
August 28 at the Crosville Club, Chester St,
Crewe. Details from J. Davies, 6, Mayor Ct,
Crewe CW1 3BL, tel 01270 257092.

Second World War, stationed at HMS
Northney on Hayling Island, and some of the
raids were written up in a Combined
Operations Manual, possibly Not. Arnold no
longer has his copy - does anyone know of
one which he could show his family?
Contact him at 8, Bretton Fold, Southport,
Merseyside PR8 6JR, tel 01704 543345.

FAA Ceylon: Ex-military researcher of
RAF/FAA stations in Ceylon during the war
years seeks information and loan of pho-
tographs of HMS Ukussa/HMS Rajaliya
Puttalam, Ceylon (Sri Lanka). Contact
Robbie on 01352 780489, or write to 17,
Och'r-y-bryn, Halkyn, nr Holywell,
Flintshire CH8 8ES.

Post-war Hong Kong: Owing to a slip
of the finger, the address of Mr D.
Whittingham in last month's Navy News
was incorrect. Mr Whittingham, who
appealed for photos of Hong Kong, lives at
370A NOT 370) Denby Dale Rd, Durkar,
Wakefield, West Yorks WF4 3BB, and is
concerned that he will not receive any let-
ters incorrectly addressed.

Unknown medal: J. Cooper is enquir-
ing for a friend about a medal won by her
fatner-in-law Phillip Taylor, who served dur-
ing the First World War. He was a suc-
cessful boxer, but she believes the medal -
silver, with a shield on the front, and a
Naval crown and chain at the top - was for
something else. If anyone can help, please
contact S. Cooper at 8, Coniston Court,
Darklands Rd, Swadlincote DE11 OPA.

Enigma: The author of a new book
about Enigma wants to interview officers or
ratings on the following ships at the follow-
ing dates in respect of the capture of
German ships/U boats: Edinburgh,
Birmingham, Manchester and Eskimo,
Bedouin and Somali re capture of
Muncnen in 5/41; Aubretia, Bulldog and
Broadway re capture of LJ110 in 5/41;
Nigeria and Tartar, Bedouin and Jupiter re
capture of Lauenberg in 6/41; Malcolm,
Scimitar and Violet, Arabis re capture of
U651 in 6/41; Onslow re capture of Fohn;
Pakenham, Dulverton re capture of U559
in 10/42; Paladin re capture of U205; sub-
marine HMS Clyde re attempt to capture
U68 and U111 in 9/41; Devonshire re sink-
ing of Ship 16 in 11 /41; Dorsetshire re sink-
ing of Python in 12/41; and any info on
German supply ship Brake sunk by the RN.
Any information to Hugh Sebag-
Montefiore, telephone 0171 267 5533 or
0171 2840016.

SEPTEMBER
HMS Diana Association reunion will be

in Birmingham in early September; all com-
missions welcome. Contact Gordon Woods
on 01928 577694.

HMS "Lucky" Largs reunion is in Royal
Leamington Spa on September 3-4. Contact
Ken James at 28, Groveland Rd, Speen,
Newbury RG14 1SS, tel 01635 42772.

BP and East Indies Fleet reunion will be
on the weekend of September 4 at Sinah
Warren, Hayling Island, Hants. Details from
D. Newell 01235 814341.

HMS Whlmbrel 1943-46 reunion is at
Warner's holiday village, Sinah Warren,
Hayling Island, Hants on September 4-7 -
British Pacific and East Indies Fleet veterans
attending. Details from George Fancett, 30,
Parkfield Cres, Feltham, Middx TW13 7LA,
tel 0181 751 3917.

853 Naval Air Squadron (served in HM
Ships Arbiter, Tracker and Queen): reunion is
at the Plantation Inn, Chester, on September
5-6. Details from Jim Spencer, 1, Oaklands
Close, Ascot, Berks SL5 7NG, tel 01344
623983.

THE TRECARN HOTEL
Babbacombe, Torquay

The Naval Reunion Specialist
2 nights DBB £55.00 pp . 3 nights DBB £75.50 pp

(prices include Banquet meal)

We have over many years been associated with the Royal Navy, holding
Reunions for:

HMS EXETER, HMS SHEFFIELD, HMS NEWFOUNDLAND, HMSTENBY,
HMS ARETHUSA, HMS CUMBERLAND, and the TON CLASS ASSOCIATION.

The Trecarn has 136 En-Suite bedrooms with colour TV, tea making facilities,
and can accommodate up to 250 Guests, The hotel has a large Dining Room that

can hold up to 300 Guests, as well as two spacious Ballrooms and Bar areas,
ideal for any association regardless of its membership size.

Once you've chosen the ;hl home -

don't choose the urong way to pay Cor it

Few things are as frustrating as getting stuck with the wrong
mortgage. That's why we invest time in getting to know you before

. giving you any advice. As Financial Planning Consultants we will
work with you to find you a mortgage that fits your own very
individual needs. So call us today
Steve (Bud) Abbott, MLIA (dip) (ex Petty Officer) or
Gary Jackson, MLIA (dip)

0113 242 2212
Together we'll find the right mortgage for you.

Allied Dunbar, Canal Wharf, Leeds, LSI 1 5DB

YOUR HOME IS AT RISK IF YOU DO NOT KEEP UP REPAYMENTS ON A MORTGAGE
OR OTHER LOAN SECURED ON IT. Suitable security and adequate life cover may be required
by the lender As licensed credit brokers, we can provide further details on request.
Allied Dunbar Financial Advisers Ltd is a member of the Allied Dunbar and
Thrcadneedle Marketing Group and is regulated by the Personal Investment
Authority in relation to the life assurance and pension products of Allied Dunbar
and the investment products of Threadneedle. Dl'NBAR
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The Royal Fleet Auxiliary

Service is a civilian

organisation that supports
Britain's armed forces around

the world, working particularly

closely with the Royal Navy.

We currently have

vacancies at Motormen

Grade 1 level, and would

like to hear from ex or

serving MEMs with recent

sea going experience.

The position attracts a

competitive salary of

£17201 and a leave ratio of

42 days per 4 month trip.

If you are interested in

pursuing a career at sea

tart your own business, grabyour
slice & retire in 3:4 years. Work

from home, no boss no employees,
no stocks & no experience needed.

Call 0181 236 4275
and listen

Over 100 personnel are required in Customer Support roles

working on the latest civil and military aircraft projects at various
locations in the UK and Atlanta, America. All these positions are

long-term opportunities, either permanent or contract, working
or major international Aerospace organisations.

THIS REPRESENTS A UNIQUE OPPORTUNITY FORTHE
FOLLOWING CANDIDATES:
" Ex Armed Forces with fixed and/or rotary wing maintenance or
aircrew experience, or appropriate skills;

" Qualified and/or licensed engineers, from general engineering
and aerospace industries, experience in the required skills,

though not necessarily gained in a customer support role;

" Newly graduated engineers with relevant skills knowledge.

THE SKILLSANDEXPERIENCE REQUIRED FORTHESE
ROLES INCLUDE:
"

Logistics Provisioning and Modelling " Logistics Support Analysis
ILS Planning - Reliability and Maintainability Supportability
Hardware/Software) " Training Needs Analysis Qualified
Instructors; " Mathematical Modelling " Facilities Management
" Computer Based Training " Simulator Experience " Project
Management " Systems Safety

For further information or to register your interest in these

opportunities please phone: 01935 403205 or 01935 403209

Or send your CV with covering letter by fax: 01935 411157.
e-mail: 101 575.2411@compuserve.com (text format) or post to:
Resource Group, GKN Westland Design Services Limited,
Brunel House, Houndctone Business Park, Yeovil, Somerset BA22 SRt

MOTORMEN

with the Royal Fleet

Auxiliary Service, please

write for an application

form to:

The Recruitment Officer

IRT). Office of the

Commodore, RFA Flotilla,

Room F4, Lancelot Building,

HM Naval Base, Portsmouth

P01 3NH.

Please note that for all

careers with the RFA,
you must be a British
citizen.

The RFA is an equal

opportunity employer and

actively welcomes

applications from women.

Lrn

Ready to move on?

Ring

01753 890243
Job Search & CVs
for all Ranks of

Service Personnel

One of the UK's premier security companies
has vacancies throughout the UK.

Wage is £4.00 per hour rising to £5.25 per hour.
If you are smart, fit and enthusiastic we would like to

see you.

Please telephone 01933 671000 for a full
information pack.

In addition we offer a two day residential training
course to BS7499 standards, uniform provided and

excellent career prospects plus 4 weeks paid
holiday per year

,.. s_

Premier Training & Development is the leading provider of quality vocational training in fitness instruction and sports therapy
The training and qualifications gained can open up fulfilling and lucrative career opportunities in this exciting and rapid growth industry.

COITITI Tills pi 'Tnip NFI\Tem°
r -

A ROLLING PROGRAMME OF COURSES IS NOW RUNNING AT
EACH OF THE FOLLOWING TRAINING CENTRES

Windsor *Enfield *Central London *Guildford *Oxford
Trowbridge " Bristol " Cardiff " Bournemouth " Telford

Birmingham " Cheadle " Leeds " Edinburgh

, Premier Training & I)eve!opment Lm
Parade House, 70 Fore Street, Trowbridge, Wiltshire BA14 8HQ
Tel: 01225 353555 Fax: 01225 353556

	

()

email enquiries@premiertd.co.uk website www.premiertd.co.uk	 R

liitlix1ttti \lt)dti'-, include:
Fitness Instruction & Personal Training; Fitness Assessment

& Health Appraisal; Optimum & Sports Nutrition;
Lifestyle Management; Body Massage; Sports Massage;

Sports Therapy & Rehabilitation; Business Development.

(Students will gain the Diploma in Fitness Training & Sports Therapy on successful

completion of the above modules). All the above mayhe completed as separate modules
and are individually certified. Additional specialist courses include: Dip. Optimum Nutrition,

Exercise to Music Teachers, Exercise and Health for Seniors &Juniors, Adv Persona] Training, Adv. Sports
Therapy, Physical Activity&GP Referrals and Dip. Aromatherapy,

lo rscct :1 CO)V of our Ii ;i;i I HL riprcltl i I In id ill
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EXCEPTIONAL
AEROSPACE

..
SUPPORTGOING OUTSIDE:

CONTINUED ON	 OPPORTUNITIES
PAGE 32

GKN Westland
Design Services

THE SAME DAY,
C.V. COMPANY
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There is a growing demand for qualified technical authors and
salaries are going up

-
you might be able to qualify and move into a

highly paid and interesting new career.

Write, phone, fax or e-mail to get details of a top quality, well-proven,
distance learning course from a College which has ten years

experience of helping servicemen to resettle successfully.

The College of Technical Authorship, Dept NN2, P0 Box 7,

CHEADLE, SKB 3BY. Phone & Fax 0161 437 4235
e-mail crossiey@coltecha.u-net.com

ft I[ *

Iris slur in People pFIV.iieiIcil.I

practice m Plymouth. with a view to

taking it over during the next three years
when I hope to retire?

The Practice is beautifully equipped.
ideally placed and has a first class team
of qualified staff.

Finance is availableto the right applicant

Expressions of interest in the strictest
confidence to:.

Dr Paul Carlin. ISa

(

.,		MutleyPlain. Plymouth.
P14 (,Ls\ iir call (II
223153 daytime/0 1364
7204)) evenings.	

FOR SAM
Due to earls retirement of
ppritersartners, this is a rare opportunity
ttopurchase a busy agency of high
repute. Established 20 years ago
by the existing partners, the finn
operates nationally and
internationally from prestigious
town centre offices in Lancashire.

Substantial Client Base
-Tuition/Consultancy available

For full details write to.
P0 Box 367

\	 Preston Central	 /
PRI 26L

EX-SERVICE PERSONNEL
OPPORTUNITIESTO MAKE
MONEY FROM HOME

CONTACT EX RN COLLEAGUE BARRY ON
01782 317861

4 Masefield Rd
Stoke-on-Trent Staffordshire ST3 2EX

CALLINGNAVAL WIVESAND

I	 Marine Support
I	 Sales Manaaer

York Marine Systems is a division of York International

Corporation, the world's largest independent manufacturer of

refrigeration and air conditioning products. As a result of our
continued success in the Naval and Merchant Marine business
sector, we are seeking to recruit a Sales Manager to develop
York's activities in the provision of service and technical support for
marine refrigeration equipment.

You must have proven personal communication and

presentation skills, and are likely to be trained and qualified
engineers with considerable first hand knowledge and experience
of commissioning, servicing and maintaining marine refrigeration
and air conditioning plant. Those with Royal Navy training and
service would be particularly favoured.

Based in Bristol, you would be expected to travel within the UK
and to liaise with York Marine Systems entities in France, Germany
and the USA.

You will be offered an excellent base salary, company car,

generous commission scheme and all the usual large company
benefits.

You should apply with a full CV to Mr John Kay, Director of
Human Resources, York International Ltd. Gardiners Lane South.
Basildon, Essex SS14 3HE.

JYbrIul Marine

Systems

YORK INTERNATIONAL

ADVERTISE YOUR VACANCIES THROUGH THE NAVYS ONLY NEWSPAPER AND REACH WHATS
PROBABLY THE BEST TRAINED WORKFORCE IN BRITAIN TODAY. TEL 01705 724226/725602

PENNANT INTERNATIONAL LIMITED
is a rapidly growing company specialising in Computer Based

Training and Emulation systems for the defence industry.

Recently won major contracts have created a number of opportunities for high
calibre engineers with aircraft systems experience wishing to work in a

demanding and innovative technical environment.

Emulation Design Engineers
You will have a good Engineering, Science or Computing degree and an

understanding of systems design.A knowledge of software engineering/object
orientated methods would be desirable.

You will be working with a range of aircraft systems to component level in

order to analyse operation and gather data.You will provide this information to

a team of software engineers and graphics artists and work closely with them

to create and test computer emulated training systems and virtual

aircraft.

Instruction aliCourseware Designers
You will have an appropriate Engineering background preferably with

experience in a training environment and be able to demonstrate an interest in

computing.

You will be working in a team, using the latest computer tools, to analyse and

design Computer Based Training requirements for aviation, maritime and

industrial applications.

Very attractive packages are available for the right applicants.

Interested?Then send your CV to:

JM WaIler

Programmes Director

Pennant International Limited

Pennant Court

Staverton Technology Park

Cheltenham

Glos GUI 6TL

In

8th year providing cruises on
Scotland's West Coast.

Skippered
JEANNEAUTRINIDAD 48

comfortable live aboard sailing yacht.

Asking Price

£87,000
Inclusive of current bookings. For more

information contact. Box Nor-9648

PennantInternational Limited

Tel: 0l452 714914
Fax: 0l452 714920
E-mail: sales@piplc.co.uk

SECURITY COMPANY

based in Basingstoke seeks

Ex RN Personnel preferably
C.P.O at or equivalent, for

business venture funded by

company but investment

required to obtain

commitment.

Appb,' in writing in the first instance to:-

Network Security
&Alarms Ltd
Hassocks Estate

Stroudley Road Basingstoke
RG24 8U2

By farthe largest growing industry In "intoday Is Information

Technology. Valuable, accredited computer skills have never

been more In demand, and the salaries on offer reflect this; yet

acquiring these skills could be easier than you think.

For 10 years Amral Training Plc has specialised in resettlement

training that leads to recognised qualifications In this premium
market sector.

Amrat offers the following high quality training courses:
" Novell Netware 4.11 CNA (which includes a CNE passport)
" MicrosoftWindows NT 4.0 (which Includes a MCSE passport)
" Computer Maintenance (City & Guilds or A +)
" Microsoft Office 97
" Computer Foundation
" Introduction to the Internet

" Internet web page design

We even offer an unlimited training passport, valid for twelve

months, which includes a brand new high specification Pentium

PC which you keep.

Our residential courses are based in Essex. Most of our training
rooms are aIr conditioned for added comfort.

New for 1998, our information Technology recn,ltment

centre Is certain to findjust thejob you're looking for, once

you have the necessary qualifications.

For a free copy of our training brochure call, quoting ref: RAF198, on

01268 560506
Check out our website at www.arnraf.co.uk

Amraf Training, 4 Station Court.
Wickford, Essex 5811 7AT

Fax 01268 562325 rnraemail inio@amraf.co.uk ' "

Internet www.amrat.co.uk Resettlement Courses

Wanted Urgently

L

At present we have vacancies at various Naval Establishments in Portsmouth and
surrounding areasfor thefollowing positions on short and long term contracts.

" Writers with past experience in the UPO or the registry.

" Administrators with a cross section ofExcel, PowerPoint and Microsoft Office skills.

" M.E.Ms. " Seaman.

Sally Homes, Branch Manager or Nickie Rolfe,
If you are available for employ,nent please forward our CV to..

t-ffloce	 Assignment Assistant a:: Office Angels,

kIl" 1"~

	

5-7 Arundel Street, Portsmouth. P01 ]NB.
Tel 01705 877 799 Fax0/705 877 780
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Options

TWENTY standards, includ-

ing the RNAs national stan-
dard, were paraded to mark
the Diamond Jubilee of

Worthing branch.

The salute was taken by the

president of No. 3 Area. Admiral
Sir Derek Reffell, accompanied by
the Mayor and Mayorcss of

Worthing.
At a reception after the parade,

life membership was bestowed on

Shipmate Bryan Reynolds, who
was resigning, for medical reasons,
after king service as secretary.

Branch president. Shipmate Joy
Hill, thanked all those who attend-
ed and who had worked to make
the event such a success.

WHEN LEM Murphy and Rita Ward joined Bexhill branch of
the RNA, they little thought that for them it would become a
romantic association. But as they grew to know each other
they soon became inseparable shipmates, and have now
become the first members of the branch to tie the knot of mar-
riage - at the town's St Mary Magdalene Church.
Lem, an ex-CPO of 22 years

service, is originally from
Ireland, but settled in Bexhill
after living in Bristol and

Plymouth.
He was a widower - and Rita, a

retired teacher who served with
the WRNS, was a widow.

Their wedding reception was
held at the branch's meeting venue
- The Mermaid Motel - where a

large number of friends and rela-
tives of the happy couple joined
Lcm and Rita's shipmates in the
celebrations.

Anyone who knows them and
wishes to congratulate them are
invited to send their greetings via
the Publicity Officer. RNA
Bexhill, 7 C'hartres Close.Bexhill-on-Sea,East Sussex, TN4t) 2NQ.

Royal Naval

Naval Quirks
u' YOU KNOW Ti4AT
A U-I3OAT WAS
ONCE GUNK BY A
-I I LORRY?

" Lem and Rita Ward, true shipmates, celebrate with the rest of Bexhill branch at their

wedding reception.

IWHEIJ THE "OLIVE
JI3RANCH' WAS TOR-
rioc' IN 1917 e'U2S9A LORRY WAS
I3LOWN FROM THE

PECK -

0	00c,ui

-IT CRASH LANDED
ON THE U-I3OAT
AND SANK HER!

INTERESTING_ BUT
PON'T THINK THEY'U
EVER REPLACE

DEPTH-CHARGES..

College teat
wins trophy
(and a
for Alister
IN JUST OVER three
months, CPOMEA(L) Alistcr

Compton not only gained a

Higher National Certificate in

Engineering, but turned in
such a high standard of work
that he was awarded a trophy.

Al ister, whose success brought
him recognition as a professional
engineer. was presented with the
Michelin Cup at Blackburn

College where lie took his course
as part of his resettlement pack-
age.

Awarded by the Institute
of Plant Engineers, the cup
was the glittering prize at
the end of six weeks' study
at the college, and a further
two months in his own
time,

lie is now out of the Navy, and
as a U Incorporated Engineer has

progressed to his Higher National

Diploma, and is employed by a
multi-national company.

Alistcr said: "My I lNI) was an
invaluable asset and gave Inc a
distinct advantage when applying
for engineering management
positions. I owe a big thank you to
all the staff, hot Ii tutorial and
adni list rational, involved with
the Vocational Educational
Training (VET) programme at
Blackburn College."

The college advised Alister as
to winch course modules to com-

plete. After registration he
received the Accreditation by
Prior Learning (APL) Guide and
began to pill forward his portfolio
of evidence covering his 12 years
in the Navy.

I-Ic also needed to complete a

plant management module and
produce a 5(11)1)-word report on a
design based technical profect.

Alter completing the API.,
Alister spent several weeks at the

college studying various subjects,
including ones which gave him an

insight into practical commercial

engineering environments.

"Overall, the course on oiler
was an excellent opportunity for

myself to gain an HND qualifica-
tion before jezi~ill-C tile Royal
Navy.'' he said.

''The guidance and support
offered throughout by the VET
team was also excellent. At no
time were iueri's left Lilian-
swercd, enabling me to complete
the APL programme within an

acceptable time scale."

How to pack your bag
when it's time to leave

TACKLING the job of getting a job and

managing your finances in civilian life is
like packing all you need for the task in a

pusser's grip, according to the White

Ensign Association.

Capt David Wixon RN (retd), Manager of the
Association, believes Service leavers - 'highly
marketable, trained, professional members of

society" - need to pack a promise to them-
selves to seek unbiased financial advice.

"You need a telescope to seek a haven for

your terminal grant, perhaps, and why not
choose something like a building society postal
account, giving a good return, instant access
and enormous flexibility. If your spouse is not a
taxpayer, use an account in her name for a
return equal to some of the best TESSAs.

"Pack a couple of double-headed coin deci-
sion makers and ask yourself 'Do I take reset-
tlement commutation?' Spin the coin and call
heads. Ask 'Do I take life commutation?' I would

spin the coin and cry tails - however, there may
be occasions when it's appropriate to take life
commutation.
"How much shall I pay off my mortgage? is

a question you will find lurking in the bottom of
the bag. I'd say try and bring it down to the level
where you maximise benefit from tax relief.
"Somewhere in this bagful of hope and

opportunity I would tuck away the thought that
at 40 years old I am a young man or woman
with a new future, and I must therefor provide
for a pension fund in addition to my Armed
Forces pension."
Capt Wixon points out that the White Ensign

Association is one of the agencies which can

help leavers to find jobs and will give impartial
assistance and advice on personal financial

problems.
He said: "The Association is a charity devot-

ed to providing free advice to all those who
have touched the Naval Service." Call 0171 407
8658 or MOD Main Building ext 81945.

Wanted
by the
Angels
MANY Service leavers choose

temporary work while they
find their feel and weigh tip
more permanent career

options. Among the 'temp'
agencies that appreciate the
worth of ex-Ntvil personnel is
the staff recruiting agency
Office Angels.

"We've been involved in

recruiting a variety of staff for
seven bases in Portsmouth, includ-

ing Writers. Marine Engineers.
'lchnicians and Stores Account-
ants, plus Chefs front time to
time." said Sally Haines of Office
Angels' Portsmouth branch. She
says the branch has a 95 per cent
success rate at finding jobs for ex-
RN personnel.

"We're now so integrated with
the Navy that we sponsored the
first RN Rugby League team -
and this year the Navy's Rugby
Union squad and HMS Sultan's
field gun crew,"

Besides Naval bases, the agency
is networked to hundreds of local
employers and, specialising in sec-
retarial id office support. help,,
people to find suitable temporary.
contract oi permanent jobs.
The benefits of a temporars job

' that often the emplosee des-cl-
Lips new skills, particularly in soft-
ware. They gain exposure to dif-
Ic rent working environments and
are able to earn money straight
away in a oh that could lead to ii
permanent position.

Office Angels offer tree cross-

training on tile most popular soft-
ware packages - and can teach
from scratch.

Sally Haines said niore people
are opting to tenlp. and in
Portsmouth 58 per cent of the
ageticy's lemps are men. She
offers advice to Navy leavers on
their CVs and interviews and can
he reached on 01705 877799.

NEWS, MAY 1998

For Lem and Rita _

ii

ii

a
Ro

pI

Ding Outside






NAVY NEWS, MAY 1998 33

AS-Sociation

Call to
move
HQ to
Naval
base
A PROPOSAL to move RNA headquarters from
London to a Naval establishment is one of ten
motions to be debated at the Association's annual
conference at Bridlington.
The call by Nottingham

branch, supported by Market	 Around tiHarhorough, is aimed at cut-ting costs and will he put
before delegates at the confer-
ence on June 27.	

Both branches will also propose
that five per cent of the branch

subscription should he used to off-
set the cost of mailing year cards.
and the cost of subscription
reminders sent to members by
post and telephone.	

The status of associate mem-
bers is the concern of Liss branch
which is proposing that two years

continuous men]hcrsh ip houId
entitle them to vote at branch

meetings, and that five years mem-

bership should make them eligible
for election to branch committees.
The	 call is supported by
Portsmouth branch.	

Liverpool, supported by
Watford, want the voting
procedure at conference

changed so that motions
are passed by a simple
majority, rather than the
two-thirds majority required
at present.	

Conference travel expenses of

delegates should be pooled and
the liability divided between the
UK and Irish branches, urge
Redditch, supported by Worcester
branch. The liability arrangements
would include Headquarters Roll
and would be on the basis of one
share per person.		

Dress rules	

Dress regulations for standard
bearers is being called for by
Hereford, seconded by Mon-
mouth, while Blackpool and
Fylde, supported by Salford, want
the RNA Diary and Yearbook to
contain full-colour illustrations of
RNA membership badges.	
West Lothian branch, backed by

Arbroath, proposes that Areas
should host the annual conference
on a rota basis. Meanwhile,

Weymouth branch is proposing
that their town host the confer-
ence in the Millennium year, a
choice being supported by
Swindon branch.	

" It was agreed at the Belfast
conference in 1997 that next year's
conference venue - the last this

century
- should be held at

Southport, on Merseyside.

Kingsbury & Kenton
A dinner dance to mark the dia-

mond jubilee of the branch was
attended by 160 shipmates and

guests. Guest of honour was Capt
Paddy Vincent RN (retd). presi-
dent of No. I Area, who praised
the contribution made by the
branch at local, area and national
levels, and wished it success for the
future.

Reigate
A dinner and cabaret was the

choice of the branch to mark its sil-
ver jubilee. During the festivities

Shipmates K. Snashfold and K.
Moore were awarded life member-

ship. Shipmate Snashfold, as
branch ceremonial officer, is

responsible for training standard
hearers, one of his recent trainees
winning the Open competition at
Torquay.

Herts
The branch diamond jubilee will

be celebrated on June 14 with a

parade service, and on December 5
with a gala dinner at the Civic Hall,
Hertford. To mark the occasion,
anecdotes of members of the
branch will be printed under the
title A Pinch of Salt and will be
available at £3 including 5Op
postage and packing from
Shipmate Douglas Lochead, 18
Cecil Road, Hertford, Herts.,
SG 13 8HR.

Harare
Though far from the sea, the

branch, at 21 years old, continues
to boast a healthy membership. It
meets on the second Sunday of the
month for a tot and extends a wel-
come to visitors to Zimbabwe.

-	 ---------	 p--	 T Ii:

WINNER of our March Picture Puzzle competition wasJ.
A. Kelso of Oxley, Wolverhampton.
He identified the light cruiser HMS Amphion which became

the first British warship to be sunk in World War I (she was
mined in the North Sea on August 6, 1914).

His reply was picked at random, and he receives our cash

prize of £30. A further prize of £30 is offered for the name of the

ship pictured here in 1966 - and an explanation as to why she
shows no pennant number.

Complete the coupon and send it to Mystery Picture, Navy News, HMS
Nelson, Portsmouth P01 3HH. Coupons giving correct answers will go
Into a prize draw to establish a single winner. Closing date for entries is
June 15. More than one entry can be submitted, but photocopies cannot.
Do not include anything else in your envelope: no correspondence

can be entered Into and no entry returned. The winner will be announced
In our July edition. The competition is not open to NavyNews employ-
ees or their families.

MYSTERY PICTURE 39

Name.................................................................................

Address ...............................................................................

My answer ............................................................................

They should contact the brunch
secretary. Shipmate Noreen Potter,
15 Brailsford Crescent, Hillside,
P0 Cranborne, Harare, Zim-
babwe.

Bishop's Stortford
Shipmate Ken Williams, who

has been secretary for 20 years and
treasurer for 27, has been awarded
the Eric Taylor memorial tankard
and elected Shipmate of the Year.
He was also elected vice president.
The branch donated over £791

to charities last year. Astall in the
town centre, manned by Shipmates
Les 1-lutchin, Cyril Banks and Bill
Morris, raised £352.

Dereham
Members visited Norwich Sea

Cadet unit, TS Nelson, for the
annual Admiralty inspection by the
Deputy Area Sea Cadet Officer. Lt
Cdr R. J. W. Thompson RN.
The occasion enabled Shipmate

Ron Copping, branch cadet liaison
officer, to meet the new
Commanding Officer of TS
Nelson, Lt A. Boxall, and present a
£200 cheque on behalf of the
branch.

Peterborough
Breaks to Torquay and Malta for

members of the branch and their
wives were among the events which
give the 150-strong branch a good
social life and a great sense ofcom-
radeship.

Ipswich
Members of the ship's company

of HMS Grafton were entertained
by the branch during a visit by the
ship.
The guests were treated to a

buffet supper and dance. Among

UKKERS MARATHON
TO BE HELD YEARLY
SO SUCCESSFUL was the 24-hour Ukkers Marathon
fought out between Littlehampton branch of the
RNA and Ford (Peregrine) branch of the Fleet Air
Arm Association, that the event is to be held annu-
ally.
The sponsored marathon raised £900, which was split

between King George's Fund for Sailors and the Swordfish
Trust.

Played in watches, with life-sustaining fluids on tap -

especially during the middle watch - the 'airey fairies' beat
the 'fish heads' by 18 games to 16.
The trophy for raising the most in sponsorship went to

Peter Newton of the FAA, with Philip Brown of the RNA as
runner-up. Teams from the RNLI and other organisations
are showing an interest in taking part in the next marathon.
Contact Sam Peake on 01243 584.099.

the shipmates there was the
branch's oldest member. Walter
Thompson (86). A former CPO
01, he had much to tell his modern
equivalent. CPO(M) Trevor
Starkey. and much to learn about
the modern Navy.

Worthing
A church service and parade

marked the diamond jubilee of the
branch. Twenty standards were dis-
played, led by the national stan-
dard and that of No. 3 Area, and
shipmates paraded to the music of
Hove Sea Cadet hand.
The salute was taken by the

Area president. Admiral Sir Derek
Reffell, accompanied by the
Mayoress.

At the reception which followed,
life membership was awarded to
Shipmate Bryan Reynolds, who, on
medical grounds, is resigning after
long service as secretary.

Swindon
TwoWorld War II veterans were

honoured with life membership at
the annual general meeting of the
branch. They are Shipmate Percy
Dunn, an ex-LS, and Shipmate Ted
Brown, a former LTd. The awards
were in recognition of Percy's dili-
gence in maintaining club premis-
es, and Ted's role as branch scribe

WEST BROMWICH branch's
annual dinner dance was
attended by 120 shipmates.
Raffle prizes, donated by mem-
bers, included a bottle of rum,
the proceeds going towards
club funds.

THE 60th anniversary of
Southend-on-Sea branch will be
marked on Sunday, May 17 with a
parade and service, including a
Royal Marines band. Standard
bearers, escorts and other ship-
mates who wish to attend (start
1000) should contact the branch
secretary on 01702 612255.

WIGSTON held a supper dance
attended by more than 100
shipmates and guests, includ-
ing members of Leicester RNA
and RMA.

MR DAVE Fletcher corrects an
item in March's Around the
Branches, by pointing out that
HMS Ganges closed in 1976. not
l973, and that the last
Commanding Officer was Capt
Murray Dunlop, not Murray
Walker.

for the past 12 years.
Shipmate Vanda Lucsz was pre-

sented with a ceritificate of appre-
ciation for her successful fund rais-
ing, and Shipmate Frankie Fowler
was elected Shipmate of the Year
in recognition of her work as secre-
tary.
The commemorative parade and

service to honour the war dead of
Swindon's adopted submarine.
HMS P222. will he held on Sunday,
September 27.

Isle of Sheppey
Members visited Ramsgate, and

the branch looks forward to the
third memorial service for the
shore base Wildfire Ill, planned
for September 6, when many RNA
members from other branches are
expected to take part.
The branch is seeking newmem-

bers and is making efforts to attract
a cross-section of post-war sailors.

Mitcham, Morden
& Wimbledon

Branch PRO. Shipmate Alec
Wingrave, reminds us that the 49
RNA branches with clubs have a
real incentive to recruit, and have a
great deal to offer new members.
The branch's club opens three

nights and three lunchtimes week-

ly, with live music on Saturday
nights. It is a popular venue for vis-

iting branches.
At the annual general meeting,

long-serving welfare officer

Shipmate Pat Coe. resigned due to
ill health. He received many trib-
utes, especially from those he regu-
larly visited in hospital, and their
families.

For details of club activities and

bookings contact 0181 715 0569 or
0181 644 3876, or the club on 0181
241 0030 on any Wednesday,
Friday or Saturday evening.

Part Iu....ursuicIDr,lE.INDIESIBRITISH PACIFIC FLEETS list Phase)
dney, Manus, Sakishima etc. Making maximum use of all sur
m this first of two projected videos is the most definitive stop
form. All other episodes still available. Part 9 Op.Neptun

art 8 Op.Torch. Part 7 Hazards of Russian Convoys. Ps
ters (action in the Atlantic). Pert 5 Tragedy & Triumph
town to and incl. Part 1 Battleships at War. Each is 60 mins,
st paid. Elsewhere add £3.05. For multiple orders large discc
details of this &i programmes send AF

THE ASSOCIATION OF
ROYAL NAVY OFFICERS

Patron
Her Majesty The Queen

ARNO, the Officers' Charitable and Social fellowship, is open to all Serving and
Retired Commissioned Officers of the RN, RM, WRNS, QARNNS and their
Reserves.
Formed in 1925. ARNO's primary purpose is to assist Members including

Honorary Members (the widows of former members) with grants and bursaries
from the proceeds of its assets which exceed £2 million, wherever there is a need.

Today the financial advantages of membership comfortably exceed the annual

subscription (l0 per annum or £150 for Life) and include: * Automobile
Association Membership at less than half price inmany cases* HousePurchase
Generous cash payments with mortgage and with Life Assurance, and competitive
conveyancing costs. $ Legal, Financial and Medical Consultations at free or
favourable rates Trade Discounts in a wide range of services including insur-
ance, travel, hotels, clothing and hirewear, car hire, medical, jewellery and many
more. A List at Members and a high quality interesting colour Year Book are
issued, and ARNO organises *Regional Social Functions and Group Holidays *

A list of members worldwide who would like to exchange homes for holidays
Mail redirection *Swords and uniform Items for sale * an ARNO credit card.
For

	

o ppI't!s& ........................
To: I CDR I M P CooMass RN, ARNO, 70 PoeciersTas Ice. txxmoii W2 3TP
Please send me details and a membership application tofu:

e Branches

THE ROYAL NAVY OF WWII ON VIDEO

[ii1U1;1U4!-i

NV.T.C BECK HOUSE ESCRICK N.VORKS Y04 6JH (01904 728239
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Property & Miscellaneous
SAILING SOON?
We successfully LET and MANAGE properties
throughout the South with our caring but
professional service. Ring today for friendly
competent advice on all aspects of Letting.
Telephone North End (01705) 668886
Chichester (01243) 780094
Woolston (01703) 445899

V Parkinson Fiiirlie Robertson

REPAIRS and Alleralions
Embroidery Badges. To your own
design Cumberbunds, Baseball
Caps, Shirts, T-Shirts, Name Tally's.
Tailor Lee, 62 Queen Street,
Portsmouth. Tel/Fax: (OI705) 296816

• THE STRENGTH OF EUROPE'S LARGEST ESTATE AGENCY •
• EXCELLENT ACCOMMODATION AVAILABLE

THROUGHOUT THE AREA•

With over 80 offices from the Isle of Wight to Glasgow we would be
delighted to assist you in your search for rented accommodation.

For further details and access to one of the areas largest property registers.
contact us now:

DAVID SIBLEY,
PORTSMOUTH

(01705)650101

JACKIE SEARLE,
SOUTHSEA

(01705)296022

MARINE ARTIST
ANY SHIP, SCENE OR

SETTING PROFESSIONALLY
PORTRAYED

IAN FRASER (ex RN)
37A Chilwell Road

Beeston, Nottingham NG9 1EH

PhotoGmph To
Oil Painting

•FRAMED COLOUR PRINTS-
From own original paintings

Over 400 available
Print laminated with canvas texture film

to resemble an original oil painting
size8"x16' lor £3SplusP&P
For list please send SAE to:

SEART 5, THE CHASE, GOSPORT,
HANTSP0123TD

GOLD WIRE BADGE CO
Gold Wire Blazer Badges-ail ships ...... £10.00
Framed Wire Badges (5x5)............. £12.00
White Gauntlets..................... £20.00
White Cotton Gloves Pair. ..£3.50
Navy /Black Berets #/»-8 ............£7.00
Any Association Wire Beret Badge ......£ 4.50
R.N & Naval Division Ties . . . . . . . . . . . . .£ 5.55
Black Clip-on Ties ................... £ 4.50
RN Buttons: Large £160, Small £ 130
EmbfoJttered Garments
Winter Blousons, Black/Navy
RNA/RWFAAFAA Assn ..............£20.00
Navy blue V-neck Jumpers:
RNARMFAAFAA Assn ..............£12.00
While Pilot Shirts-
RNAfJU'fJNPSA'FAA/FAA Assn......... C11.75
Sweatshirts Navy, Grey, FAA/FAA Assn .. £14.50
Screen Printed Sweatshirts-one oils,
all badges.......................... £14.50
Bosuns call & Chain................. £12.00

A photograph
hof yourself in

uniform or
your ship can

be transformed inlo
a beautiful oil painting.

Perfect Gift for ti lovetl one.

Full Details: ISA, Walliscote Grove
Road, Weston-Super-Mare

Somerset. BS23 4UJ.
Quote NN for 10% Discount.

JOYS FLOWERS
12 RED ROSES OR MXD. £13.8;

40 FREESIA'S & FERN. £14.75
SPRING/SUMMER BOUQUET. £17.50

JUMBO BOUQUET £25.00

ALL o
CHEQUES PAYABLE TO

JOYS FLAMINGO
ST SAMPSONS, GUERNSEY. GY2 Wll

TEL 01481 46708
i.fK AS AV OKDKK KIKM IF mi' .10 VIIIH

TIES, BADGES &
PLAQUES
By Mail Order

SHIPS/SQUADRONS/
REGIMENTS/CLUB

HM Services and custom-made (or Clubs,
Bands. Choirs, etc.

Blazer buttons, medals, ribbons &
sundries

Please send SAE for lists
THE HERALDIC CO. (GB) NN

Over Briar, Beech Well Lane, Edge
End, Coleford, Glos. GL16 7HA

Tel/Fax: 01594 332200

REGIMENTAL SUPPLIES IN;,
PO BOX 45
BECKENHAM

KENT
BR31GJ

Tel: 0181 325 5193
Medals • full size and miniature,

mounted for wear.
Blazer badges, buttons, ties
and heraldic wall plaques

SHIPMODELS
Professional modeler taking
commissions for any R.N. or
foreign ship. Own a mode) of
your current or ex-ship! For

details please contact
lan Ruscoe 29 Eagle Street, Hanley,
Stoke-on Trent, Staffordshire, ST!

i 3PD TeiNo 01782 239485. J

FRAME YOUR OWN
MEDALS...^ NICELY PACKAGED

k IDEAL XMAS GIFT
in minutes, and remove them to wear in seconds. Easy
quick assembly. 5 sizes available. Viewing widths
are:(see picture) 55mm - 105mm - 155mm - 205mm -
240mm at a cost of £13.95 - £17.50 - £18.50 - £20.00
and £21.50 respectively. Measure across your medals

and order the size to suit. Prices include p & p and BFPO add £1 for
overseas postage, cheques/postal orders and credit card payments to:
M.F.K., 5 St Chads Crescent, Middle Herrington, Sunderland, SRS 3TR.
Tel/Fax: 0191 520 1003

EMBROIDERED BADGES & CRESTS
Wo aro the loading manufacturers of military Embroidered Battyos.
Official Crests and Garments (Including Cummerbunds) In Europe.
P/oase call us now for a quotation. Wo a/so Scraon Print T-Shlrts,
Sweatshirts etc. and are the countries leading manufacturers of
personalised Coffee Mugs. Pin Badges and Wooden Wall Plaques.

Top Quality, Best Prices, Unbeatable Value. You've soon the rest,
now come to the best...........the VERY best II i

!. TERRANE HOUSE -TrTrT
WHSBY WAY IHD EST. LINCOLN UK 3LQ '*^_
T*fc (01522) 697000 / Fwu (01522)897154 •"I'Jgr1

Gift Shop
BRITANNIA ROYAL NAVAL COLLEGE

ROYAL NAVY TIE SPECIAL PRICE ...................... £7.50
BOSUNS CALL: Brass & Copper with chain........................ only £ 6.50

CUFF LINKS: RN Crown, White Ensign, RM, BRNC.......................................... pair E 7.50
REAL MARCAStTE Navy Crown Brooch £15.00... Sub-Mariners giH brooch........... £9.00
EMBROIDERED BADGES: White Ensign, Royal Navy, Union Jack ....................ea £ 2.95
LAPEL BADGES: White Ensign, Navy Crown, Royal Marines, BRNC, Sailor,

Britannia, Submariner, RN Anchor, WRNS, and many others......................£ 1.70
TIES: RNA, RNR, RM, MN............,.£8.50. FAA, Submarines and others...............£10.50

Prices Include P& P. Cheques payable to 'Central Accts BRNC'. Send SAE for more detailed list.
THE GIFT SHOP, BRNC, DARTMOUTH, DEVON, TQ6 OHJ. •—•

TEL: 01803 677118 FAX: 01803 677015 (Credit Cards Welcome) mSm

ENGRAVING
Service Available

GLOSSOP TROPHIES
- ^Manu fac tu re Pewter Tankards, Trophies. Goblets and
r ^ Hip Flasks
' Tankards engraved with Badge Crest from E5.50 + VAT
/; SEND FOR OUR FREE CATALOGUE

[ TEL: (0114) 2765554 FAX. (0114] 2750377
GLOSSOPS TROPHIES. 86 BROAD STREET. SHEFFIELD S2 4LE

LOST YOUR MEDALS?
WE CAN REPLACE THEM NOW - WW1 TO PRESENT DAY

IN FULL SIZE AND MINIATURE

WE MOUNT MEDALS TO WEAR - COURT OR SWING STYLE

PROFESSIONALLY SEWN

DO YOU QUALIFY FOR THE GENERAL SERVICE CROSS,
VOLUNTARY SERVICE OR MARITIME SERVICE MEDAL?

SAE FOR DETAILS & REPLACEMENT MEDALS LIST

TOAD HALL MEDALS

NEWTON FERRERS. Nr PLYMOUTH. DEVON. PL81DH.
Tel 01752872672. Fax 01752872723.

e-mail th.medals@virgin.net

WORCESTERSHIRE
MEDAL SERVICE LTD

Hereford House, 147/149 Golden Cross Lane
Calshill. Bromsgrovt. Worcs B6I OJZ

Tel: (01527) 835375 or Fax: (01527) 576798
Specialist in Ribbons, Full Size & Miniature Medals and

Medal Mounting either for wear or display.
Send SAE or call for comprehensive price lisl of

Full Size & Miniature Medals.
Credit card onfcn, accord by ptione or rax. UK cuslonwn. ple.i» add 17.5"* VAT

PURE NOSTALGIA
Own an individually hand-built
waterline presentation model pf your
ship, perhaps long gone but never
forgotten. Any H.M. vessel or R.F.A.
from 1920 onwards, in various sizes.

Contact lor further details:
Ron Hughes,

Model Shipwright,
Feldemore, Bacton, Stowmarket

Suffolk, IP144LF
01449781741
Companion of the

Royal Institution of Naval Architects

MINIATURE MEDALS
Miniature and full-si/i-ci medals. Supplied
and mounted in ordinary and court-style.
* Wire Ijlawr badges * Mess kit badges
* Display cases, medal ribbon, mounting

bars, ribbon bars, elc.
Send for comprehensive catalogue to the

Medal Specialists (26p stamp appreciated).
MINIATURE MEDALS (NN)

30 COVENTRY ROAD,
BURBAGE

LEICESTERSHIRE LE102HP
Telephone:(01455) 239262

CAP TALLIES
ANY SHIP

— MANY IN STOCK
For comprehensive Hit pirate lend SAE

SHIPS BADGES
SILK/WIRE SHIPS BADGES ANDTIES FOR ASSOCIATIONS

SPECIALIST BADGE SUPPLIES
1, HEED CM/IT, LONGWELL GtEEN, BUSTOL

TEL: 0117 9327967 FAX: 9329542

EMBROIDERED BADGES
CUMMERBUNDSJIES

Cap Tallies. Sweatshirts.
Ships Crests 68" T2"

Printed T-Shirts and Baseball Caps
Al! made to order

Boss Art Embroidery
7 Wall Road. GwJnear. Hayle,

Cornwall TR27 5HA.
Tel Fax: 01736850724

the Fbwterers
FORMERLY CORIVO PRODUCTS

High quality pewter tankards,
hip flasks, goblets, plates and
much more. Engraved with
Ship's Crests, Badges and
Logos to your own designs.
Competitive prices.
Full colour brochure.
A R WENTWORTH (SHEFFIELD) LTD
Tankard House, 25 Leadmill Road, Sheffield Si 3JA
Tel: 0114272 5676 Fan: 01142726651

WALL SHIELDS OF
ROYAL NAVY SHIPS

Hand painted on wooden base 6in x 7in
£23.50 + £1.40 UK Postage.

REDUCED PRICES given for orders of 6 or more
SPECIAL PRICES given for 10, 25, 50 and 100

CRESTED TIES TO YOUR OWN SPECIAL DESIGN
(minimum 36)

Specialist experience over 85 years
C.H.MUNDAY LTD

Oxford House, 8 St Johns Road
St Johns, Woking, Surrey GU21 1SE

Telephone: 01483 771588 Fax: 01483 756627

GREENBURGH'S
(THE ORIGINAL NAVAL TAILORS)

WALL PLAQUES
HAND PAINTED ON OAK BASE ANY DESIGN

£23.50 +£1.50 UK POSTAGE
QUANTITY DISCOUNTS FOR SIX OR MORE

BADGES WIRE OR SILK, ANY DESIGN OR QUANTITY
TIES CLUB, REGIMENTAL OR YOUR OWN DESIGN
MEDALS MIN OR FULL SIZE (STATE REQUIREMENTS)

Send SAE for quotes and price list
49 DEREK AVENUE, HOVE, SUSSEX

BN3 4PE. TEL: (01273) 416138

LOST MEDALS
REPLACED IN RECORD TIME

FULL SEE & MINIATURE
3 DAY MOUNTING SERVICE

WRITE OK PHONE FOR QUOTATION

RAYMOND D. HOLDICH
Trafalgar Square Collectors Centre

7 Whltcomb Street
London WC2H 7HA
TEL 0171-930 1979
FAXOI71-9301I52

HMS RFA & RNA WALL SHIELDS
Handmade to order

6in x 7'/2

£21.20'inc UK postage
* add £1.45 for optional motto/title scroll
Up to 40% discount with quantity orders

C&A BEHARRELL
187, Victoria Avenue, Hull, HU5 3EF

Tel/Fax: 01482 213396
Please send SAE for Brochure

FLEET BADGES
1918-1998

Authentic Coloured
Heatsealed - Framed

5tox5n.t9.QO Otx&L.£14.50
Unframed Prints: 5^x4^-£4.00

All prices Include UK postage
A J. LAW

4, Old Station Gardens, Shaftesbiiry Road
Htnslridgt, Somerset BAS OPU

Tel: 01963 364172

GET
PROMOTION!

T-Shlrts, Sweatshirts, Polos,
Rugby Shirts, Hooded Tops,
Singlets,
Baseball Hats, Ties,
Embroidered
Badges and Jumpers,'
Pennants, Mugs,
Sports Bags and Holdalls,
Jog/Track Suits & Shell Suits

AS PROMOTIONS
12, Avenue Industrial Estate,
Justln Road. London. E4 8SU

Telephone 0181-523 3283
Fax 0181-531 7298

EMBROIDERED
Sweaters, Sweatshirts

Polo shirts, Badges
PRINTED

Teeshirts, Sweatshirts,
Badges, Coffee mugs

And lots more, all from one supplier
No artwork or setting jp cosls on maionly of goods

Hhgfi quality, compeiiuve pncos. prompt dofwory.
BFPO tax-free service

Send for our new price list:
Reynold Sports

51/52. High Street. Lincoln, LN5 SAP
Tel: 01522 513333
Fax: 01522 530383

T R A V E L

LOST TOUCH with friends from
your service days? We are dedicated
to helping you get back in touch.
Forces Connect Association, 57
Norwich Close, Lichfield. Staffs
WS137SJ(SAE).

01189810222
REGIMENTAL TIES, blazer
Badges, Cuff-Links. Buttons,
Medals, Cap Badges, Militaria.
£1.50 for list. Cairncross (Dep. NN),
31, Belle Vue St., Filey. N. Yorks
YO149HU.
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Accommodation
'Aggies" Helensburgh

Your chance to
take the pressure
out of service life

for a few days
Aggies" Helensburgh is designed with
naval personnel in mind and is as well
equipped as any small hotel with three
family and nine double rooms; eleven

single rooms; restaurant; kitchen;
dining room; gym; sauna; games room;
ladies' hairdressing salon; laundry room;

a meeting room and a chapel.

Call now on 01436 671880, to book
some time at "Aggies" Helensburgh

the next time you're ashore.

The Royal Sailors' Rest,
Helensburgh, 31 East Montrose Street,

Helensburgh G84 7HR.
Serving the Royal Navy since 1876.

Province Of Natal Hotel
5, Greenhill, Weymouth, Dorset DT4 7SR

a gift after World War 2
ilidays and short breaks for all

4, RM, WRNS or QARNNS
ft families and close relatives.
swimming and fine sands.
shops and station.

*AH rooms en-suite with tea and coffee facilities and colour TV
'Lift to all floors 'ResidentsAB ."Children and Pets welcome

'Double, Twin and^fjfnjjy rooms available
*We cater for
Group booking

For more information Tel: 01 ]

II ships re-unions
counts available
784108 of Fax: 01305 770575

ROYAL SAILORS'
HOME CLUB

Accommodation * Leisure Facilities • Bars and Restaurant
All at attractive prices.

Private functions catered for by professionals

Hands to dance and skylark to live music

most weekends

Family membership now available

Royal Sailors' Home Club, Queen Street, Portsmouth. P013HS
TEL; 01705 824231 FAX: 01705 293496

HOME CLUB - HOME COMFORTS - HOME IN !

ADVERTISING RATES
(excL VAT)

as effective from 1st April 98

DISPLAY
Full Page ........................ £2,100
Half Page . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £1,160
Quarter Page ...................... £655
S.c.c £13

CLASSIFIED
Lineage. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 85p per word

~ Trade minimum . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 30wds.

For Sale, Minimum . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . lOwds.

Penfriends see page 14

Box number . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £3

Discounts, Colour Rates, Technical Details
available on request.

Tel: 01705 724226 /••»/• a full media pack

Hampshire Court Hotel
29/31 Hampshire Terrace, Southsea PO1 2QF

Delightful listed building, 1823. Central for seafront,
stations, city centre, ferry ports etc. Private car parking

Tea/coffee making facilities, colour TVs in all rooms + full
English breakfast

Prices from £16 per person per night

Telephone (01705) 823522

PORTSMOUTH
EVERLEY GUEST HOUSE

01705731001
COMMENDED

'OWN KEYS - NO RESTRICTIONS"H/C, TEA/COFFEE, CTV & SKY TV ALL
ROOMS-ENSUITE AND FAMILY ROOMS • COTS' UNRESTRICTED PARKING

•11TH YEAR SAME OWNERS'
1STNOV - 31STMARCH 1998 £14.00 P.P.P.N.

INCL FULL ENGLISH BREAKFAST (MIN BOOKING 2 DAYS)
33, FESTIHG ROAD, SOUTHSEA, HANTS. P04 ONG

PLYMOUTH HOE
Small friendly Guest House

overlooking the Hoe and Seafront.
All rooms CTV, Tea/Coffee, C.H
Mostly ensuite. Sky T.V Lounge.
Parking. Courtesy pick up from
Stations. Credit cards accepted.

From £28 double £15 single.
Tel: 01752 660675

Edgecumbe Guest House
50 Pier Si. Wt-sr HM: Pltmtwrh PLI 3BT

SHROPSHIRE COURT
GUESTHOUSE

33 Granada Road, Southsea
Friendly family run, 2 mins, from sea and
entertainments. Close to lerries, Naval
base, shops, etc. Own keys, Satellite TV
all rooms, no restrictions, B&B. Holiday or
short stay. Ample private car parking

Mrs Pat Croon (01705) 731043

ALBATROSS
Guest House

51 Waverley Road, Southsea
Hants POS 2PJ (01705) 828325

Prop Ann Baker
Car Park on premises

You are guaranteed a Triendly welcome in
this home from home in Southsea. Each
bedroom has been decorated with a nautical
theme and has all the atmosphere of the
great Naval traditions of this area. There are
also cable TV's, private washing facilities, tea
and coffee, and full central heating in
each room. Special rates for winter months.

PLYMOUTH
Adjacent to the Hoe and Park. Friendly

family run Guest House offers you a
warm welcome and personal service.

Facilities include residents lounge. TV.
Radio, TeaCoffee. Licensed. Central

Heating all rooms. From CI3pp.
THE FIRS 13, Pier Street, West Hoe.

TEL: 01752 262870

SOUTHSEA
RED TUBS GUEST HOUSE

52 WAVERLEY ROAD, SOUTHSEA
Warm and friendly run Guest House, ideally
situated for Ihe Naval Base/shopping
centres/Continental Ferry Port/beaches
etc.Own keys, no restrictions, colour T.V. in
all rooms 8 C.H. Holiday or short breaks
JUNE & TERRY (01705) 832440

ORTSMOUJ
LADY

HAMILTON
Closest B+B to Naval Base,
100 yards from main gate,
HMS Victory/Mary Rose/

HMS Warrior/
Museums all on doorstep.
22 rooms most en-suite,
singles/doubles/twins •*•

family rooms, colour T.V,
Tea+Coffee facilities, free house

Tel: 01705 870505

czeie
MAUA fA/AI

* Restaurant *

Swimming pool *

Owner Ex RN *

Jiotet,
Southsea

Special
Winter
freaks

For Naval Personnel
£32 per room

(one or two persons)
Central Tor all Southsea amenities and
entertainments. Quality en-suite
bedrooms, .Satellite TV's all rooms,
lea/cofTee facilities, lounge, private car
park

if Attractive Bar it
if Delightful restaurant if

Clarence Road

Tel: 01705 833018

rial
AA PLYMOUTH HOE RAC
* Lockyer St, PL1 2QD *

Telephone: (01752) 227311
Elegant Victorian Building with 22
Bedrooms - 5 Ground Floor. Nauti-
cal Flavour Cocktail Bar. Colour TV,
Radio, Tea/Coffee/ Telephone all
rooms. Most en suite. Large car
park. Navyv News Readers 10%
Accommodation Discount. All
Credit Cards accepted.

Brochure & or Booking contact:
Lt. Cdr. Alan Jones RNR (Ret'd)
"A 'Personal Service' Comfortable Hotel"

To Advertise Ring Linda on 01705 725062 -S?

SANDRINGHAM
HOTEL

PORTSMOUTH
Special rates for MOD Personnel

from £20pp on B&B
Seafront Hole], 45 bedrooms all

en-suite
Clo.se to shops. Dockyard, Naval Base

Wedding receptions and Reunion
Parties our speciality

Osbourne Road, Southsea, Hants.
Tel: (01705) 826969

Garian House Holiday Flatlets
Self-catering flatlets, near sea and shops. Fully equipped. Colour TV, fridge,

cooker, linen, etc. Ideal for a visit by family or girl friend.
MINIMUM 2 PERSONS OR CHARGE FOR

Charge f WEEKLY JULY S AUGUST . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £80
per J WEEKLY JUNE & SEPTEMBER . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £70
person 1 OTHER MONTHS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £50

i.Deposit: £10 per person - nightly..................... £10
ALL WITH OWN BATHROOM AND TOILET

Guests, who anticipate a late arrival should inform the management (01705-733581)
Children 12 years or under - HALF PRICE it sleeping in the same room as adults.

BOOKINGS ARE SATURDAY TO SATURDAY ONLY DURING MAY - OCTOBER.
S.A.E. please giving dates and number MR CURTIS, 70 RESTING GROVE,

SOUTHSEA, PORTSMOUTH 733581 MOBILE: 0802 938559

THE ELMS Guest House
48 Victoria Road South, Southsea
A small, friendly, family run Guest House
titfering B&B (overnight or weekly rales).

Close lo Naval base, .station, shops and
nightlifc. Colour TV. lea/coffee

facilities in all rooms. Some rooms
L'n-suJlc. Own keys, limited parking.
Paddy and John (Joe) Erskine

Tel / Fax Portsmouth (01705) 823924

PLYMOUTH
MOUNTBATTEN

3 Crown Commended
Tel: 01752 563843 Fax: 01752 606014

Royal Fleet Cluh & Naval Base
within walking distance.

* All Rooms CTV, Tea/Coffee
& Phones. Mainly En Suite.

* Free Parking * Bar
* Credit Cards Accepted

52, ExmoiUh Road. Slokc. Plymouth, PL1 4QH

The Dorcliffe
Licensed Guest Utilise

42 Wavetley Road, Southsea. POS 2PP
Comfortable, friendly. Licensed Guest

House Ideally situated. BB & EM varied
menu. All rooms colour TV, tea/coffee

facilities. En-suites available. Dogs
welcome. Special weekly rates.

Tel: O1705 828283

PLYMOUTH
HOKCATK HOL'SK

Situated the Hoe & Barbican area, close
walking distance to city centre, bus, station.

Rooms otttigh slandarO with showers, colour
TV, H&C, lea. coffee tadlities, CH..

£14. P.P.P.N standard double or £15 with shower
SAE (or Brochure. Tel: 01752 661033

Hoegale Street The Hoe.
Plymouth. PL! 2JB

SOUTHSEA
SOLENT HOTEL

14-17, SOUTH PARADE
(Opposite Ihe Pyramids)
TEL: 01705 875566

Special rates for all service personnel and
Family £22.50p.p. in full ensailt double or

twin-bedded room.
* 4 crown seafront hotel
* Colour TV, lea/coffee facilities
* Games rooms - full size snooker table
* Ideally situated near all liH'al attractions

and it-s night life.

NAVY NEWS
NOTICE TO
READERS

The publishers of Navy
News cannot accept
responsibility for the

accuracy of any
advertisement or for

any losses suffered by
any readers as a

result. Readers are
strongly recommended

to make their own
enquiries and seek

appropriate
commercial, legal and
financial advice before
sending any money or

entering into any
legally binding

agreement.

PLYMOUTH
Osmond Quest 9-Couse

42 Pier Street, Mest tfoe

*• 01752 229705
Bed and Breakfast from £14-£18.00

Scufront. Courtesy pick-up from
stations. 4 poster bed. All rooms

v CTV. Tea/Coffee making. /
j;\ Some En-suite. Parking. /%

AUSTIN HOTEL
3 CLARENCE PARADE

SOUTHSEA
Licensed

Welcomes Ihe Royal Navy
All rooms bright and modern

Colour TV in all rooms, central
heating, seafrpnt position.

No restrictions
Discount allowed for Serving

Personnel
Telephone Portsmouth 821785

Canterbury Belt\
Guest House

29 St Simons Koud,
Southsea, Portsmouth

Modem, Comfortable En-Suite
accomodation. All rooms have

Satellite TV, Tea/Coffee making
facilities & are centrally heated.

Private car parking. Studio Flats are
available for self-catering. Rooms

from £15 p.p. per night.
Phone/Fax Catriona Ran dull on
. (01705)351277 >

UNION JACK
I CLUB

THE SERVICES CLUB
U IN LONDON
Relax in style in

your own Club in
the heart of London

Single, Double and Family
bedrooms, many with private

bath/shower, WC and TV.
Restaurants, Bars, Colour TV
Rooms, Laundrette, Reading

and Writing Rooms,
Conference areas.

Open to members of Allied
and NATO Forces.
Officers welcome.

All modern facilities at modest
rates.

Book your reservation
through:

Reservations Office:
Union Jack Club
Sandell Street

London SE1 8UJ
Tel: 0171-928 4814
Fax:0171-6200565

THE GRAND HOTEL
Plymouth

Accommodation & Full English Breakfast
Peak Season (April - Oct)

£27.50 p.p p.n sharing double/twin executive
Special Discounted Rates offered for 1 night or more

between Thursday — Sunday
Built in 1879 with 77 bedrooms and conveniently

situated on Plymouth Hoe
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Motoring

By Glynn Williams
MAGELLAN

.A SATELLITE NAVIGATION AND COMMUNICATIONS

NEW GPS PIONEER
With 8 Figure Ordnance Survey Grid

HM Forces UK Price

£85
With Carry Case
Incl VAT
Incl P & P

for brochure contact:
Magellan Systems
International Ltd.
Smeaton House,
Inveresk,
East Lothian,
EH21 8PR.
Tel: 0131 665 1186
Fax 0131 665 1187

The new Mazda MX-5 - mixing power with practicality.

New Mazda is sportier
- and more practical
THE EXCITING new gen-
eration of the Mazda MX-
5 - the sports car which
sparked a rebirth of
exciting two-seater
open-top fun machines -
has been launched in the
UK.

As before, there are three
models, a 1.6i, 1.8i and

The Mazda 626 range —
all the comforts of home on the move.

1.8IS, and with a higher
specification the 1.6i entry
price is raised by more than
£800 to £15,520, with the
1.8! Up £1,000 to £16,650,
while the 1.8iS is up just
£75 to £18,775.

In keeping with the more
sporty exterior and interior, the
Mazda's familiar 1.6- and 1.8-
litre engines have been updat-
ed to produce more power and
even faster throttle response.

Both performance and econ-
omy are improved, the 1.6-litre
version - with power raised
20bhp to 110bph - now nearly a
second quicker in the 0-62mph
sprint at 9.7 seconds and 9mph
faster overall with 118mph
potential, while economy is 5
per cent better and insurance
is a competitive Group 11.

The 1.8-litre versions have
power raised to 140bhp, for 0-
62mph In eight seconds and
127mph potential, and seven
per cent better economy.

The success of the MX-5 is
reflected by worldwide sales of
more than 430,000 cars, while
in Britain sales have been run-
ning at record levels for the
past two years, with last year's
total of nearly 5,000 being the
best yet.

Improved driving perfor-
mance, crash protection, com-
fort and convenience are
promised in the new car, to
attract more drivers to the plea-
sures of open-air motoring,
with the essential fun-to-drive
characteristics of front engine
and rear-wheel-drive further
enhanced with more rigid chas-
sis.

Despite this and additional
safety equipment to include
twin airbags as standard, the
weight increase has been kept
to a minimum, and the practi-
cality of the car has been
enhanced with a larger boot
and greater interior stowage
space.

The vinyl soft top, now fitted

- THE - The UK's Mail Order Specialist!

III

COMPANY

Boxes, Bars, Racks & Cycle Carriers
complete ranges in stock, from

Thule - Skandibox - Karrite - Kamei
for FREE nationwide delivery, at lowest prices

Tel: O I 5 3 9 6 2 I 8 8 4

with a heated glass rear win-
dow for better visibility, is also
easier to open and close.

Other details include new
fixed headlamps, which are
lighter than the previous pop-
up variety; improved aerody-
namics and fuel economy; and
lower centre of gravity by stow-
ing spare wheel and battery
below the boot floor.

Long wait for
'Nuvola blue'

THE beautiful, award-win-
ning new Alfa Romeo 156,
the European Car of the
Year and a What Car7

title-holder too, is proving
so popular that cus-
tomers are having to be
patient.

Alfa Romeo (GB)
spokeswoman Angle
Voluti says that the aver-
age delivery time is about
12 weeks - in common
with other Alias - but it
depends on specification.

If you want the exclu-
sive eight-coat pearles-
cent Nuvola blue paint,
you can expect a six-
month wait.

SAVE with the RN HOME PLAN
Comprehensively equipped - with Intelligent air-conditioning, front & rear electric windows, alarm and engine
immobiliser, driver's airbag, power steering, remote locking, RDS radio/cassette player, electric door mirrors, 3
year / 60,000 mile warranty and Mazda European Roadside Assistance. Special equipment on the all-new
Mazda 626 Estate: ABS, integral roof rails, split/folding rear seat (sliding & reclining on GSi), electric aerial,
luggaage screen.

Big savings off UK prices when you order your next Mazda from SCE. A genuine concession - no-nonsense
prices lower than UK List through the SCE RN Home Plan, with the added convenience of leaving SCE to
arrange everything for you. Before buying your next car, you'll wanl to know more about RN savings through
SCE.

FOR FULL DETAILS SEND THE COUPON OR WRITE, 'PHONE or FAX

SCE
auto international

PO Box 177
Faringdon, Oxon

SN7 7EW UK
UK HOTLINE
01367 241225

Fax: 01367 242000

EvenngTel Day

Car for use in {country}

Models ol interest I _ I New 626 Estate I _ I other Mazda (please specify)

RN Home Plan Tax Paid I _ I Export Tax Free I _ I Concession Price ItJ
Please post to: SCE Ltd, FREEPOST. Fanngdon, Oxon SM7 5BB. UK itoBiro

email: mazda@sce-uk.demon.co.uk

Insurance agents BRADFORD & HATCHER LTD (established 1967) offer

Forces Direct

Insurance
MOTOR INSURANCE

HOME & CONTENTS INSURANCE * KIT INSURANCE
•Exclusive schemes & preferential rates for H.M. Forces *

* Specialist Rates for Young Drivers and High-Performance Cars *
* Fast & Efficient Claims Service *

* 24 Hour Helpline *
* Monthly Payments *

FOR AN INSTANT QUOTATION & GUARANTEED SAVINGS CALL FREE ON

0800 068 0279
Bradford & Hatcher Ltd.

Manor Court, 12 St Margarets St., Ipswich IP4 2AT. Tel: 01473 211951



Neon lightens
the load for
family driving

NAVY NEWS, MAY 1998 37

• The Chrysler Neon 2.0 GLX

MENTION the name Chrysler and most people
instantly think Jeep or Voyager - class leaders in
doing what they are designed to do, and at competi-
tive prices.

And that is precisely what
the Chrysler Neon does too,
the powerful 2-litre four-door
saloon from the same family
priced from less than £12,500
on the road for the LE with an
impressive list of standard fea-
tures.

These include automatic trans-
mission at the same price as five-
speed manual, twin airbags, power
steering and electric front win-
dows.

The 2-litre 16-valve engine pro-
duces 131bhp, and the three-speed
automatic transmission is well
matched with smooth changes,
making for a car which is relaxing
to drive and worth its salt with a
load, as illustrated by its class vic-
tory in last year's Caravan Club
towing awards.

There is also tinted glass, RDS
stereo, side impact protection
front and rear, remote central
locking, and a tilt-adjustable steer-
ing column, while the mechanically
identical next model up, the
£13,890 LX, adds air conditioning

AA FRAMPTON TRADING AS
WELFARE GARAGE

HMS NELSON
* Mechanical *Bodywork
* Electrical * Servicing

for all types of cars
Also Computerised Diagnostic

Tuning etc
MOT'S arranged

Tel DOCKYARD EXT 24236

SELLING
YOUR
CAR?

and anti-lock brakes.
But the Neon range has been

extended with a range-topping ver-
sion badged the 2.0 GLX, which
provides even more luxury equip-
ment.

This includes full Bridge of Weir
leather-faced seating and front
armrest, burr walnut veneer interi-
or trim, stainless steel sill protec-
tors, and 14in. alloy wheels, for just
£1,200 more than the LX, at
£15,090 on the road.

The model tested was provided
by Chrysler dealers Course and
Beacham at Shirley, Southampton,
and this well-finished automatic
version capable of 121mph also
sported a neat rear spoiler.

Inside the upholstery was cool
grey hide with ventilated panels
and sporty and supportive side bol-
stering.

It also had a "protection pack",
adding £600 to the price but a use-
ful investment with alarm upgrade,
bodywork-protecting mudflaps and
a robust rubber liner tray for the
boot to prevent damage to the car-
peted lining.

Despite its lively performance,
this automatic - like the manual
version - can exceed 45mpg on the

extra urban cycle, according to
government figures, and insurance
costs are low too, thanks to its
Group 8 rating.

Like all Chrysler vehicles, it
comes with three-year/60,000-mile
mechanical warranty with three
years' roadside assistance.

The Neon drives well, with posi-
tive steering and suspension engi-
neered for Europe with firm ride
and good grip.

The design is thoughtful, and
there were two details I particular-
ly appreciated - one a switch so
that the mirrors could be folded
flat against the doors in an instant,
ideal for narrow lanes or tight
garages; and the other a simple
sign on the dash indicating which
side was the fuel filler.

CAR FACTS
MODEL: Chrysler Neon 2.0
GLX
PRICE: £15,090
ENGINE: 2-litre 16-valve pro-
ducing 131bhp
TRANSMISSION: Three-speed
automatic
PERFORMANCE (automatic):
0-60mph - 8.8 sees; top speed
• 121mph
INSURANCE: Group 8E

if U'S PEUGEOT
then U9s got to be -^™*

RANGERS

WHY NOT
ADVERTISE WITH

US!
You can advertise

from as little as
£15.00 for 15 words

Contact Lynda or
Glen on

01705725062

/LJNBEATABLE
DEALS for

HMF'S serving
in the UK &
OVERSEAS

For either UK TAX PAID
or TAX FREE EXPORT

contact Peugeot's No. 1 supplier to HM Forces.
For your FREE INFORMATION PACK on how to
purchase a new Peugeot at SPECIAL PRICES tall

Colin Clubley on UK 01980 653434 or write:
Rangers IMS Ud, FREEPOST, Bulfonl Rcl, Durringlon SP4 )SRR

RANGERS
MILITARY SALES

How to buy a
car

nd save!
fVlOIIGy as every model in the

Natocars' range has a substantial discount. Save
money because Natocars pass on all manufacturers'
special offers in full - and dream up a few of our own!
Save money by getting the best price for your part
exchange. Save money with Natocars' competitive
finance plans, offering free protection insurance. Save
money on car insurance as we shop around for you,
give an Introductory discount and fight the fight when
it comes to claiming. Save money by talking about
your needs using our FREEPHONE lines or CALL-
BACK facility.

9CI"C I Illl6 having to go from dealer to
dealer, because Natocars offer over 1,000 models
from a wide range of makes. Save time by shopping
from your armchair using our free comprehensive Car
Buying Guide and all the car brochures you need.
Save time by getting an immediate response to all
your needs from your personal sales contact. Save
time by choosing Natocars' direct factory supply
facility, offering a wide choice of stock for urgent orders
or customer car build priority scheme. Save time with
our same day finance quote and clearance service.

SdVG HQSSlG because Natocars will
sort out any problems, not you! Save hassle by
letting us do all the fact finding, paperwork, progress
chasing and communicating. Save hassle by
keeping your part exchange car right up to delivery of
your new one. Save hassle by having your car
delivered to you - anywhere in the world! Save
hassle with Natocars' after sales support whenever
you need it.

Save, relax,
enjoy!

CUP THE COUPON or FREEPHONE fro n: GERMANY 01 3085 9806
HOLLAND - 0800 022 9806 • BELGIUM - 0 !00 14310 • CYPRUS - 0809 1058
,A OTHER AREAS: B: 01278 4555 55 • Fax: 01278 450396

RETAIL MOTOR
.INDUSTRY, 9 NATOCAR

Our
Membership

it your
Security

A Rewarding Exf. erience
Natocars Ltd • Wylds Road • Bridgv ater • Somerset • TA6 4BH

%3o^

Please send me the Natocars Buying and Price Gui le, car brochures of my choice, plus other
information as sh )wn $.

Rank/Title:
Surname:_
Address:

Tax Free Cars
Tax Paid Cars
Used Cars
Part Exchange

a
a
D
D

Finance Plans
Car Insurance
Cor Deposit
Savings Plan

Tel. - work:
home:

Anticipated delivery date:
For use in [country]:

I am interested in: Make/model:

OCARS
— Notocars Ud * Wylds Road • Bridgwatei . Somerset • TA6 dBH

B: 01276 455555 -Fox: 012?8 450396
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Sport
FORCES
VIE FOR
LEAGUE

CUP
THE FIRST ever Rugby
League Interservice Champ-
ionships begin this month
when the Navy take on the
Royal Air Force on May 5.

The match, which kicks off at
the main sports field at HMS
Collingwood, Newgate Lane,
Fareham, will be a landmark in
the history of the game for the
Services.

And with some of the Services
top players coming from around
the country for the match, it
promises to be an entertaining
evening of rugby. Admission to
the game costs £1 and all are wel-
come to attend.

London Select
The RN Rugby League team

took on the might of a London
Select VIII at the United Services
Sports Ground in Burnaby Road,
Portsmouth, in dreadful condi-
tions of wind and rain.

Coming from a variety of
London Rugby League Clubs, it
took just ten minutes for the
London side to make their mark
on their first break with a try from
Number Six Paul Daly, which was
skillfully converted by Simon Hill.

The pattern of the game con-
tinued in the same line, with the
London VIII dominating the first
half to go in for the break 22-0 up.

The Navy team came out for
the second half in fighting form
and within two minutes, Number
Three Taff Jenkins had scored the
Navy's first try, and it was convert-
ed by Andy Franklin.

Navy Number Eight Blood
Reid scored a superb try 20 min-
utes later, and after two more
minutes he wrong-footed his
opponent to put down another.

But the Navy's burst was not
enough, and two more tries by
Ken Edwards and Mark White
gave London a 30-14 victory.

Rugby finals provide
a night to remember
HMS DRYAD'S rugby
union squad bounced
back to the big time with
an emphatic win in the
Portsmouth Area Cup
Final writes Lt Grassy
Meadows.

Dryad, recently defeated in
the RNRU final by the Royal
Marines, overpowered HMS
Nelson in tremendous style for
a runaway victory at the
United Services Sports
Ground, Burnaby Road,
Portsmouth.

And in the Portsmouth Area
League Senior Cup Final (Division
One and Two teams) Dryad were
again the victors, this time in a
much closer contest with HMS
Sultan.

The evening of entertaining
rugby was made all the more spe-
cial by the presence of the
Winchester Garrison Band and
300 Army supporters who turned
out to see their side narrowly
defeat RM Poole in the Junior
Final. _Sevens

This year's Royal Navy Rugby
Sevens championship at HMS
Collingwood saw a record 29
teams registered from ships and
establishments around the coun-
try.

The competition took the form
of a league system in the morning
with 16 teams going through to a
cup/plate knockout stage in the
afternoon.

The morning weather condi-
tions were atrocious with heavy
rain and wind affecting play, but
the sun came out for the knockout
phase. After some excellent rugby
the eventual winners were:

• The Navy team (in black and white) gets to grips with the Royal
Engineers at HMS Collingwood, a revival of the fixture formerly
played against the Army engineers at RNEC Manadon.

Ship's Trophy: HMS Gloucester
(runners-up HMS Glasgow). Plate
Winners: HMS Sultan (runners-up
HMS Glasgow). Final Winners:
CTCRM (runners-up 40 Cdo.)

Q HMS Excellent Rugby Club
has won promotion for the second
successive year. The team have fol-
lowed last year's division four vic-
tory by adding division three's sil-
verware to their trophy cabinet.

Q The media launch for the 1998
Willis Coroon Interservices Rugby
Championship was hosted by HMS
Monmouth in the Pool of London.

Many of the top players from
the three Services attended,

including the Scotland team cap-
tain, Maj Ron Wainwright
(RAMC) and England player and
Northampton RFC skipper, Capt
Tim Rodber (Green Howards) as
well as representatives from the
Schools' Under 12s competition.

As Navy News went to press the
Army v Navy game was due to take
place a Twickenham (full report
next issue) and the RN takes on
the RAF at USSG Portsmouth on
May 6. A curtain-raising veterans
match kicks off at 1615 and the
main game starts at 1900.

Q For ticket details see the
advertisement on page 39.

Baptism of snow
for RN rally team

THE ROYAL NAVY rally team from Devonport had an ardu-
ous Easter weekend competing on the RGM Motor Bodies
'Tour of Epynt' at the military ranges near Brecon.

PO Pete Hoskins (Capt F1/F2) and LW Tracey Gates (2SL/CNH)
(left) battled their custom Skoda Felicia hard against a much more
powerful opposition.

Snow and ice made driving treacherous, particularly on one cor-
ner. Tracey recalls: "It was like something out of a movie, up on top
of the Brecon Beacons, no trees, just rolling hills covered with
snow, and then a dozen rally cars (crashed) in the undergrowth!"

The weather caused the rally to be halted early with only 13 out
of 20 stages completed, with the team finishing 70th and an incred-
ible 4th in the up-to-1600-class, beating an ex-works MGF into the
bargain. "It was an excellent result and we really couldn't have
done any better than we did," said Tracey.

Navy engineers
another victory
A NOSTALGIC crowd was
delighted to see the
Navy's famous Black and
White Quarters take to the
field at HMS Collingwood.

And the match, a revival of
the annual fixture against the
Royal Engineers which was
formally played at RNEC
Manadon, did not disappoint
them.

The first try came moments
after kick-off when tight head
prop Dr Paul Brooks found the
comer, but the angle was too
tight and it was not converted.

The Army replied by scor-
ing between the posts and
converting to give them a
slender 7-5 lead*. End to end
play followed before the Navy
broke through with a try from
S/Lt McCtement.

Injury
The Army took full advan-

tage of an injury to man-of-
the-match, Lt Arty Shaw, and
ran in two tries white the Navy
tried to reorganise to tie the
match 17-17 with ten minutes
left.

But the match was settled
when RN captain Blood Reld
burst through a series tackles
to score, and an Army penal-
ty In the dying moments was
not enough. RN 24 - Army 20.

Cornwall golfers inflict a narrow defeat
THE NEW Navy golf season got under way with a
narrow defeat by a youthful but talented Cornwall
side in the annual encounter with the county writes
Navy Golf Secretary Cdr Gary Skinns.

This year the Navy was hosted by Tehidy Park Golf Club
at Camborne, and the parkland course proved to be a good
test for the golfers on their first outing of the season.

The Saturday saw the Navy team score an encouraging
victory over the club scratch team which raised hopes for
the stern test to come the following day.

Over the past few years, this fixture has been used by
both sides to field a larger than usual team in order to give
as many squad members an early taste of competitive golf
and this year was no exception, with both teams fielding 14
players.

The morning foursomes got off to a good start with top
Navy pairing Alistair Westbury (St Vincent) and MA Scott
Gilbert recording a 3/2 win over the county captain, Scott's
father Pat. Rumours that the draw was fixed were totally
unfounded!

The points then drjed up until the back half of the field
saw wins for CPO Phil Rees (Excellent) and Lt Cdr Kevin
Seymour (800 NAS) and Cpl Chris Graham (RMR
Bristol) and Lt Peter Smith (DERA Malvern) leaving the

Navy just one point in arrears at lunch.
With 14 points available in the afternoon singles, the

match was wide open, and the Navy made an excellent start
at the top half of the draw.

Gilbert conjured an excellent birdie at the final hole to
secure a halved game against a strong opponent on his
home course.

The next five games saw the Navy achieve four and a
half points leaving only three more to be acquired from the
remaining eight for a notable victory.

Fighting half
Wins were recorded by Westbury (giving him the only

100 per cent record of the weekend) Cpl Nigel Smith
(Comacchio Gp RM), Lt Guy Norris (810 NAS) and CPO
Eddie Comerford (Caledonia) while a fighting half was
gained by team captain Cdr lan Yuill (AFPAA HQ).

Unfortunately, the back half of the field could not
repeat the morning performance and the only other Navy
successes was a halved match from Graham. The overall
result, a 12 and a half to eight and a half win to the coun-
ty, was a significant improvement over last year's drubbing!

The event marked the first fixture for the new Navy golf
chairman Capt Andy Dickson who had the opportunity to

meet the squad and witnessed some fine golf from the
players.

The match was played in excellent spirit throughout
and the RN team were made to feel very welcome by the
club and the county.

At the time of going to press, a Navy team of ten play-
ers and two officials will be taking an overseas tour to San
Diego, California, to take on our US Navy counterparts
in that part of the world.

The key RNGA events of the year which can now be
conformed are: July 1-3: Intercommnd and Individual
Strokeplay Championships, Staunton GC, North Devon,
July 23: The Navy Cup final, China Fleet GC, September
2-4: Intercommnd Matchplay Championships, China
Fleet GC (not Staunton as previously advertised)
September 20-24: Interservice Championships, Staunton
GC.

All golfers of the appropriate standard are encouraged
to make contact with their RNGA Command Secretaries
with a view to the Intercommand events. Anyone not
selected for a command side in the strokeplay champi-
onships who wishes to be considered for individual entry
(handicap limit of ten) should contact the RNGA
Secretary.

In brief
Dolphin aids
free divers
BRITAIN'S top free divers
will be training in the
Submarine Escape Tank at
HMS Dolphin on May 9.

Free diving involves competi-
tors descending to great depths
on a single breath and the team is
in training for the sport's World
Championships in Sardinia next
month.

Their exploits in the SETT
will be filmed to form part of a
documentary on the team by the
BBC science programme QED.

Zest singles
Zoe out
HMS NEPTUNE'S LWPT
Zoc Hambly has been voted
top young sportswoman of
the year.

The Navy sprinter was the only
medallist at at the Intcrservice
Athletics Championships and she
is also captain of the RN
Women's Netball team.

LWPT Hambly (below) was
commended for her dedication to
women's sport and for the zest
and drive with which she encour-
aged others. She was presented
with the award by Cdr Catherine
Pope, chairman of Navy netbali.

Cricket diary
ALL OF May's RN Cricket
fixtures start at 1100 at
Burnaby Road. They are:

10 May, Free Foresters. 13 May,
Hampshire II. May 14/15,
Incogniti. May 27, British
Universities. May 28 England U19.

Edinburgh
team tour
HMS EDINBURGH'S rugby
team took on 15 Royal
Logistics and Whitchurch
RFC during a busy four-day
visit to Shropshire.

A 6ft Sin 'Jonah Lomu look-
alike' single-handedly created 40
points to the Navy's 5 to give the
RLC victory, and an interception
try given away in the Whitchurch
game proved the Navy's downfall
there.

Netball result
THE NAVY Women's netbali
team put on a fine perfor-
mance at the interservices
championships at West
Drayton but the opposition
proved to strong.

After the game LWSA
Michelle Spear was selected for
the CS team and LMA(Q) Tracey
Blayney and Lt Pam Fisher
shared awards for most improved
players of the season.

The team is recruiting and
forthcoming fixtures include a
tournament in Portsmouth (June
14) the Pontins tournament at
Prestatyn (September 25-27) and
a tour of Australia or South
Africa in 1999. Contact Lt Fisher
on 93875 5060 for details
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Seahawk lands
soccer trophy
HMS SEAHAWK has won the Lambs Navy Cup after beating HMS Dryad 4-2 in an
exciting final which went into extra time writes U Cdr Jim Danks.

The match got off to an exciting start with POSTD lan Pattison giving Seahawk an early lead after
his free kick from outside the penalty area found its way through a crowd of players, leaving LWEM
David Smith unsighted in the Dryad goal.

Play flowed from cnd-toend
despite the persistent drizzle al
Burmiby Road, Portsmouth, with
chances being created on both
sides but the defences holding
firm.

Halfway through the second half
Dry;td equalised when LIT Sieve
O'Neil scored from a penally. This
seemed to spur Seahawk to seek a
a winner and wi th ten minutes
remaining a speculative lob from
AEM Rob Wilkinson found the net
and Seahawk were ahead 2-1.

Lambs Navy Cup
Bul [he "never say die' approach

from HMS Dryad paid dividends in
the last minu te when a free kick
from OM David Wilson was
dropped by the Seahawk keeper
allowing LWEM Neil Todd to bun-
dle the ball over the line.

As play went into extra time,
Seahawk proved the stronger
team and CPO Andy Burry head-
ed them into the lead in (he 110th

minute, and with Dryad pressing
up field AEM Andrew Windish
gathered a long clearance from
the defence to beat Smith in the
Dryad goal to complete a 4-2 win.

Mrs Chyme Gardner, Business
Development Executive from
All ied Domecq, presented the
cup to a delighted CPO Burry
and the RNFA expressed their
appreciation of the c o n t i n u i n g
sponsorship of the competit ion
by Lambs Navy Rum.

• HMS Seahawk's CPO Andy Burry is presented with the Lambs Navy Cup by Allied Domecq
Business Development Executive Mrs Chyrise Gardner after their 4-2 victory over HMS Dryad.

Navy makes final of
SW Counties soccer

Victorious Marines

• Sheffield United donated a new set of kit to
HMS Sheffield's team after a request from sup-
porter, LS Jessie James. LPT Steve Manley is
pictured receiving the new shirts from
Sheffield United's Mark Jackson.

THE NAVY soccer team travelled to
B rid port knowing that a win would
put them in the final of the SW
Counties.

The Dorset team opened brightly and
the pressure they exerted prevented the
Navy from playing their usual passing
game, and the RN were restricted to two
shots in the first 20 minutes.

On the half hour the RN almost went
ahead when a long throw by PO Paul
Willets was only half cleared to CPO
Chris Long who saw his goal-bound
shot superbly saved.

Bridport responded with probing
runs but half time was reached with the
teams level at 0-0, a disappointing fail-

ure for Dorset after exerting so much
pressure.

Coach WOPT Tommy Johnson's half
time team talk had the required effect
and the Navy went ahead after five min-
utes with a firm header from AEM John
Dela Hayes, and added another by CPO
Will Flint in the 72th minute.

Bridport's Reeve surprised RN keep-
er MEM Jason White in the 76th with a
dipping shot from 25 yards to reduce
the deficit. The Navy team swung into
action and won the match 4-1 after two
set pieces both produced goals for CPO
Chris Long.

The result made the Navy winners in
Group A and they go on to face either
Devon or Cornwall in the SWCC final.

say never again!
OVER 1,500 runners took on the toughest multi-terrain running
challenge in the country at the Devon town of Seaton last month.

INTERSERVICE TITLE SLIPS AWAY

Known as The Grizzly', the race
consists of 19 miles of very steep
East Devon hills, pebble beaches,
mud, more hills and a long burst
along the stones at Seaton to end.

Two old Navy athletes ran
exceptionally well to finish in the
top ten in a field of distance run-
ners. Simon Sheard (39) was 5th in
2 hours 17 and Al Rich (47) was
8th and won the veterans race with
2 hours 19.

Chasing these two home were
seven of the USMC runners who
successfully challenged the
RN/RM for the 'Warriors Across
the Sea' trophy. Their lead runner.
Alex Helherington, was 10th with
2 hours 23.

The US Marines said the
Grizzly was a wonderful experi-
ence, but not one to be repeated!

VICTORY in the interservices soccer eluded the Navy after a
draw with the RAF writes WO Frank Cooper.

Having drawn with the Army, the RN needed a win from the RAF
fixture at Burnaby Road, Portsmouth but were denied by the current
champions.

The RAF were the better team on the ball and deprived the Navy
of space and time throughout the first half. AEM John dela Hayes in
particular had his work cut out in the heart of the Navy defence deal-
ing with the quick and aggressive SAC Maguire, and both players were
booked in the 20th minute when their personal battle became a little
too personal.

The Navy were relieved to see the end of a goalless first half
which was high on commitment and confrontation but low on qual-
ity football. The RAF went ahead almost immediately after the
restart with an unstoppable shot from 20 yards which gave MEM
Jason White no chance, but the goal inspired the Navy to produce

the kind of football that has earned so much success in recent years.
POAEM Nigel Thwaites and CPO Chris Long began to influence
midfield and the hard-working CPO Will Flint caused serious prob-
lems in the RAF defence, and the next 30 minutes were the oppo-
site of the first half.

Bad-tempered
As the Navy threw players forward an equaliser looked inevitable,

but it needed a penalty to achieve it and PO Thwaites made no mis-
take with the spot kick. The last 15 minutes were more of the same but
after leaving themselves exposed the RN had to rely on dela Haye's
excellent work in defence to prevent the RAF scoring on the break,
and a hectic and al times bad-tempered game finished 1-1.

Q Dela Haye was voted RN player of the match and Willets,
Thwaites, Haigh and Flint all received mementoes of their 100th
appearance for the Navy.

Sultan brings
RAF trainees
back to earth
HMS Sultan have won
the annual inter-estab-
lishment sports competi-
tion against RAF
Cosford for the first time
in ten years.

The competition involves
over 100 trainees taking
each other on at football^
rugby, hockey, badminton,
squash, volleyball and bas-
ketball.

Cliffhanger
After wins for Sultan at

football, badminton and
squash, the competition
hung on the final game of
basketball which Sultan
won 66-42.

Left: Sultan trainees cele-
brate while LPT Steve
Clarke holds on to the Cup. .

• A hilly section of the 19-mile Grizzly. Inset: Capt John Rye RM
who led the field at the five-mile point. Pictures: c/o car Brian Davies.

ROYAL NAVY RUGBY UNION

ROYAL NAVY
VERSUS

ROYAL AIR FORCE ̂ J
at

The Victory Stadium,
PORTSMOUTH

Wednesday 6 May 1998 KO 7.00pm
PRECEDED BY ENGLAND STUDENTS v SPANISH STUDENTS at 5pm

Meet new and old acquaintances before the match
NOT JUST A RUGBY MATCH BUT A SOCIAL OCCASION

Tickets £8 (Children £5)
also special rates for Schools and Sea Cadet Units from

RNRU Ticket Secretary 01705 865575 FAX 01705 725472
HMS TEMERAIRE. Burnaby Road, Portsmouth PO! 2MB

Sponsored By Willis Corroon.
CREDIT CARD HOTLINE 01705 865575



Piggy back
ride for
damaged
Cattistock
HMS CATTISTOCK
took a piggy-back ride
all the way to
Scotland for a six-
month refit in Rosyth.

She was transported
from number two basin
at Portsmouth by the
AMT carrier barge, which
is specially designed to
Mft ships from the water
and cradle them under
way.

The operation to load
Cattistock on to the
barge took two days,
with work continuing
around the clock.

Explosion
Cattistock has been

unable to travel under
her own power since a
serious engine room fire
last year which started
when an exploding cylin-
der shattered her fuel
pump.

The ship's company
put the fire out rapidly
but the damage could
not be repaired and the
Hunt-class minesweeper
had to be towed back to
Portsmouth.
Picture: LA(PHOT) Craig Leask

• From front page
people on board the ships."

Beyond that, Numast would like
to see the ships themselves given
better protection. Mr Linington
said: "We see it as wholly unac-
ceptable that seafarers are being
killed and injured at the rate that
they are. We are looking for gov-
ernments and individual states to
take much tougher action in
response to these attacks than they
currently are.

"In the cases where certain
states have set up anti-piracy
patrols they have resulted in quite
marked decreases in the problem
and what we are saying to the UK
Government is that where there is
clear evidence of certain areas
being problematical, we'd like to
see something akin to the Armilla
Patrol in the Gulf, where you actu-
ally have a Royal Navy presence.

Reassurance
"At the very least it would be a

reassurance and in the most
extreme situations could actually
be utilised to give a degree of pro-
tection to British personnel and
British merchant ships in the prob-
lem areas."

• Only one per cent of the
Merchant Navy's 18,500 officers
arc women and sexual harassment
is a common problem, according
to researchers at the University of
Wales.

A survey into the experiences,
status and careers of European
women at sea by the university's
Seafarers International Research
Centre is being carried out by Dr
Minghua Zhao.

Dr Zhao told Na\y News: "I am
at the .start of my research, but the
interviews I have already conduct-
ed lead me to believe that there is
a very serious problem."

jrpn Duke rescues
injured yachtsmen
HMS IRON DUKE was

called to the rescue
when a transat-

lantic record attempt
ended in disaster.

The Italian yacht Fila was
racing from New York to
Lizard Point in a Force 10
storm when her mast was
torn off, capsizing her 330
miles south west of the
Scilly Isles.

Two of the five-strong crew
were swept over the side and
the yacht issued an immediate
Mayday when only one man-
aged to scramble back on
board.

HMS Iron Duke, on exercise
120 mites away, was alerted by
a signal from CINCFLEET and
made directly for the search
area through heavy seas.

Injured
When she finally made con-

tact with the Fila, Iron Duke
established that one of the crew
was injured and decided to
send her Lynx helicopter
despite the appalling condi-
tions.

Several trial runs were need-
ed before the waves stopped
breaking over the flight deck
long enough for the aircraft to
launch.

The helicopter soon located
the yacht with the help of a
Maritime Patrol Aircraft and Lt
Mark Taylor, Lt Peter Campbell
and AEM Richard Darnell (on
his first operational flight) were
able to winch aboard 28-year-
old Andrea Tarlarini and return
to Iron Duke before joining the
hunt lor the missing man.

But hopes of finding 35-year-
old Andreo Romanelli faded
with the light and the search
eventually had to be aban-
doned.

Fila's skipper, Gioyanni
Sioldini (30) and the remaining

• STRANDED: The surviving crew of the 18-metre yacht Fila cling to the hull 330 miles from the
Scilly Isles. Huge waves snapped her mast and capsized the boat, flinging two crew overboard
during their attempt on the yachting speed record for crossing the Atlantic.
two crew were able to restart
her engine, and with enough
food and water on board, they
decided to take her to La
Rochelle, 540 miles away.

Iron Duke set course for
Portsmouth with Tarlarini on
board but another Mayday was
received the next day.

The Sea Angel had capsized
480 miles SW of Scilly, and
with the Lynx unserviceable
after the Fila rescue, Iron Duke
had to steam 200 miles to
reach her.

On arrival, LS Keith Roberts
took Iron Duke's seaboat to the
yacht with German translator
CPO Pony Moore and first aider
LSTD Matt Crees on board.

They found 36-year-old Dr
Matthias Glockl in agony with
an open fracture of the upper
arm and a dislocated hip, but
the team succeeded in getting

the him back on Iron Duke
despite the large swell.

When the ship eventually
came within range of Cornwall,
the injured men were brought

ashore by a Sea King helicopter
from RNAS Culdrose.

Both casualties were treated
at Treliske Hospital and have
now returned home.

CHAFF LAUNCH
FROZEN ON FILM
THIS SPECTACULAR shot by LA (PHOT) Paul
O'Shaughnessy captures a live firing of the chaff launcher
on board HMS Grafton during operational sea training.

The Duke-class frigate is now in the Gulf where she has
become the second Type 23 to take part in the Armilla
Patrol.
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In brief
Britannia to
leave soon
LEITH docks in Edinburgh
will provide the final berth
for HMY Britannia after a
successful bid by Forth Ports.

If the remaining contractual
and practical problems can be
ironed out in time, the ship will
leave Portsmouth harbour under
tow at about 3pm on April 30 and
reach Lcilh's Ocean Terminal on
Bank Holiday Monday, May 4.

Ocean snags
at Barrow
THE NAVY'S new heli-
copter carrier is being
towed to Portsmouth for
repairs after damaging a
propeller bearing in trials.

HMS Ocean was completing
basin trials at the VSEL yard in
Barrow-in-Furness when tur-
bulence from the propellers
stirred up debris and damaged
part of the port shaft mecha-
nism.

Upholders to
go to Canada
THE NAVY'S four redundant
Upholder-class submarines
are to get a fresh lease of life
with the Canadian Navy.

The diesel electrics will go to
Canada in an eight-year leasing
deal which includes a support and
training package and an option for
Canada to buy them outright.

Work starts
on new BFAs
WORK has begun on two
new auxiliary oil tankers at
the VSEL shipyard at
Barrow-in-Furness.

The first steel for RFAs
Wave Knight and Wave Ruler
was cut in a ceremony at
Barrow by Rear Admiral Peter
Spencer, Director General
Surface Ships and Controller
of the Navy.

Princess to
name frigate
THE NAVY'S newest frigate
is to be launched at Barrow-in-
Furness at the end of May.

The Duke-class Type 23 will be
named HMS Kent by Princess
Alexandra at a ceremony at the
VSEL shipyard on May 27.

Woman is top
naval cadet
THE QUEEN'S Sword for the
most outstanding cadet at
BRNC Dartmouth has been
won by a woman for the first
time.

The award goes to Lt
Katherine Babbington (24)
from Exeter, who is now in the
Gulf as gunnery officer in HMS
Sandown. Katherine is the
daughter of Falklands MC Lt
Col Peter Babbington.

Memorial for
HMS Hood
A MEMORIAL service for the
1.416 men lost in HMS Hood
in 1941 will be held on May 24.

The service, at the New Forest
church of St John the Baptist,
Boldre, will be attended by mem-
bers of the Hood Association and
the last remaining survivor, Lt Ted
Briggs.
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'Sailors on a Cruise', a cartoon of 1825. lam-
pooning the more boisterous temperament of
sailors on a run ashore. From the Royal Naval
Museum's collection.

Making greater sense
of the
Nelson
decade

ROYAL NAVAL MUSEUM

FIRST FRUITS of a E10 million redevelopment
plan are starting to be seen at the Royal Naval
Museum which this year celebrates its 60th

anniversary. Central to the changes is a plan to
engage more of the visitor's senses: a 'see it, hear it,
smell it' presentation of the Battle of Trafalgar will
truly convey a whiff of gunsmoke, and give the
observer as close as possible an experience of sea
warfare in Nelson's time.

• ABOVE: Some typical, hand-made sailors' mementoes - a boat
model, a woollen embroidery, and decorated oranges and ostrich
eggs.
• ABOVE RIGHT: One of the diorama models at the museum
which depicts boats from a British squadron in the Mediterranean
carrying seamen and Royal Marines for a raid on a French fishing
port, a regular feature of the Napoleonic Wars.

FRONT COVER
From a magazine issued for the Coronation Fleet Review of
1937. A copy is held by the Royal Naval Museum.

Now part ol' Portsmouth
Historic Dockyard, ihc estab-
lishment was built as Victory
Museum by the Society for
Nautical Research in 1938. The
building, near Nelson's flag-
ship, was incorporated into the
Royal Naval Museum with the
opening of the McCarthy
Gallery in Storehouse No. 11 in
1972.

The new redevelopment project,
aided by Lottery money, marks the
museum's greatest milestone in
recent years. It is in two phases -
one focusing on Nelson and Ihe
Sailing Navy and the second on the
20th century role of the Service.

In i t ia l redevelopment work on
Storehouse 11 is being completed,
and the new, appointment-only
library, now incorporating the
Admiralty Library from London,
was opened in April. It contains

18,000 volumes including impor-
tant reference material not oilier-
wise available outside the capital.

A glass l if t and reinstated main
staircase l inks a new reception area
on the ground floor with a new
research ecnlre. Later in the sum-
mer, high quality storage wil l be
ready in the upper floors for public
display of a varied collection of
photographs, letters, journals,
paintings, artefacts - and World
War II relics which have so far
been hidden away from view on
dusty shelves.

In all , the museum holds 25,000
documents and 50,000 pho-
tographs dating from the 1860s, as
well as an important collection of
uniforms, British Naval medals and
the WRNS Historic Collection

Under the £5 mil l ion Phase I of
the redevelopment, there wi!! be a
new exhibition on Victory from
construction to the present day,

HMS UNICORN

ROYAL \A\YCRO\Vs
PLACEMATS
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£39.99iK

t Mail Abruad
plane add £!
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Britain's
warship
WHILE Portsmouth has its

Victory and Greenwich its
Cutty Sark, Dundee lays claim

to having the oldest British-built war-
ship afloat - the Unicorn.

Immediately after being launched at
Chatham in 1824, HMS Unicorn was placed
in storage and roofed over - the standard
method of 'mothballing' ships at the time.

She was subsequently used as a powder
hulk on the Medway and the Thames, and
in 1873 made her only sea voyage when
she was towed to Dundee to become the
Navy's training ship for the area.

Unicorn wax coinmixsioned a.v an RNR drill
ship in 1874. In 1906 she became par! of the
Dundee sub-division of Clyde Division RNR,
then in 1926 she was incorporated into the
East Scottish Division of the Reserves.
During both World Wars Unicorn was HQ

for the Senior Naval Officer for the port of
Dundee, and was also used as a local
reception centre for prisoners of war.

During 1939-45 her name was changed
to HMS Cressy to avoid confusion with the
aircraft carrier named Unicorn. She did not
revert to her original name until the carrier
was scrapped in 1959.

She remained part of the RNVR until
1968 when she was replaced by the new
shore base HMS Camperdown. Plans to
scrap the ship were opposed by some of
her former commanding officers support-
ed by Lord Reith. In the face of that, the
then First Lord of the Admiralty, Lord
Carrington, was persuaded to save the
ship.

The vessel was handed over to the
Unicorn Preservation Society in 1968,
accepted on their behalf by the Duke, and
berthed at her current location in Victoria
Dock. The Queen Mother agreed to become
patron of the Society which set about rais-
ing funds to mast and restore the ship,
working to recreate a warship of the
Napoleonic period.

Unicorn was opened to the public in
1975 and although shortage of funds has
slowed the restoration, she received full
museum status in 1992, and has about
12,000 visitors a year.

DATA FILE

• The figure-
head of HMS
Unicorn, under
continuing
restoration at
Dundee.

OPENING TIMES: 10am-5pm daily until Oct. 31 (last
admissions 4.30); Nov. to mid-March, 10am-4pm (last
admissions 3.30).

ADMISSION CHARGES: Adults - E3; children 5-16,
senior citizens, students, etc. - E2, family ticket (two
adults, two children) - £8. Group rates available.

FACILITIES: Ship for hire for functions. Souvenir
shop. Car parking close to ship.

ACCESS: Unicorn is close to Dundee city centre and
only a few minutes' walk from bus and train stations.

INFORMATION: 01382 200900.
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LANCASTER MARITIME MUSEUM

MODELS of Royal Navy vessels are included in
Lancaster Maritime Museum, run by the local author-
ity. The collection reflects past and present affiliations
- with HM ships Lancaster, Lancaster Castle,
Morecambe Bay, Dreadnought and Trafalgar.

Recent alterations, partly financed by the Heritage
Lottery Fund, include a new main entrance to improve
access for people with mobility problems, and a
marine art gallery. Visitors number 30,000 a year.

DATA FILE
OPENING TIMES: Dally except Christmas and New Year.

Easter-Oct. 1lam-5pm, Nov.-Easter 12.30-4pm.
ADMISSION CHARGES: Adults £2, children and all conces-

sions E1.
FACILITIES: Audio-visual show, shop, cafe, car parking.
ACCESS: Close to M6 junctions 33 & 34, Lancaster bus and

railway stations.
INFORMATION: 0152464637.

HMS GANGES ASSOCIATION MUSEUM

Those years beforethe mast
MAST-MANNING at one of
the most famous Naval
training establishments -
HMS Ganges - represents
the most vivid recollections
of the base held by the
many thousands of RN
recruits.

The 200-year history of the
name Ganges in the Royal Navy
- particularly the establishment
at Shotley, Ipswich, which
trained raw recruits between
1905 and 1976 - is recorded at
the HMS Ganges Association
Museum.

The famous mast still stands
and is a listed building, but the
site of the establishment itself
is now Shotley Marina, in which
the museum occupies the old
sail loft. On display are many
artefacts, memorabilia and pho-
tographs - including the one
shown here, copies of which
are sold by the museum in aid
of their funds.

All the staff are voluntary
workers and are members of
the HMS Ganges Association.

DATA FILE

• King Charles ll's barge, used to carry Nelson's body on the Thames in 1806, will be restored to its
17th century livery.

including a vivid presentation of
the Battle of Trafalgar combining
sound, lighting, special effects and
even smells to create a realistic
sense of what it was like to be in
the thick of a naval battle.

In November a wholly new look
at Britain's greatest Naval leader -
Nelson - will open in the Lambert-
McCarthy Gallery, and in the fol-
lowing spring the renewal of
Storehouse II will be completed
when The Sailing Navy exhibition
is opened.

Exhibitions will include hands-
on displays, allowing - among
other things - children and adults
to search for the cure for scurvy.

There will be a new treatment of
marine artist William Wyllie's
Panorama of Trafalgar; King
Charles ll's state barge - used as
Nelson's funeral barge - will be
displayed in its original 17th centu-
ry livery; and a covered viewing
platform will allow visitors a view
of the working dockyard and pass-
ing naval ships.

In Phase II of the redevelop-
ment, space will be made available
at last for further coverage of the
Navy's achievements throughout
the century, with the emphasis on

200 years
of charity
recorded

KEY RECORDS of the
Royal Naval Benevolent
Society, dating from 1791,
are being conserved at
the Royal Naval Museum
with the help of C7.000
from the British Library
through its scheme of
grants tor cataloguing
and preservation.

The archive consists of
80 volumes of letters,
minutes, membership rec-
ords and petition hooks,
built up since the forma-
tion of a committee to
"provide relief to dis-
tressed of f icers of the
Navy and to the widows
children, mothers and sis-
ters of such .

The documents were
deposited with the RN
Museum in 1992 and will
be available to research-
ers in the future.

the human side of the story.
In addition, a new gallery will

tell the story of the Navy from King
Alfred's time to the present. And a
lecture theatre, classrooms and
meeting room will enhance the

DATA FILE

museum's educational work.
• As a result of the redevelop-

ment, the Lambert-McCarthy
Gallery is closed until November
and the Douglas-Morris Gallery
until the following month.

OPENING TIMES: Each weekend and
bank holiday, April-Oct. 11am-5pm.

Other visits by appointment. Groups
welcome.

ADMISSION: Free, donations welcome.
FACILITIES: Nearby - free parking,

restaurant and bar {wheelchair-friendly).

ACCESS: Down Bristol Hill to sea
front. The museum is in the marine's main
building - Victory House.

INFORMATION: 01473 664749 or
787291. Brochures available - send sae to
Mr George Athroll, Museum Secretary, 20
Flint Close, Ipswich IP2 8PU.

COMBINED OPS MUSEUM

OPENING TIMES: 10am-5.30pm dally,
but closed on Christmas Day and Boxing
Day and early closing Christmas Eve.

ADMISSION CHARGES: Adults £3,
senior citizens £2.50, children £2.
Combined HMS Victory and RN Museum
ticket - adults £5.75. senior citizens £5,
children £4.25. Free to Service personnel
on production of identity card.

FACILITIES: Souvenir shops, licensed
restaurant, cafe (open during summer In

Storehouse No.9), picnic area, children's
playshlp in Boat house No.7, toilets,
Including special facilities for disabled,
and baby changing facilities. Car parking
for visitors to Historic Dockyard oft
Queen Street.

ACCESS: Through Portsmouth Naval
Base Victory Gate at The Hard, a short
walk from Portsmouth Harbour rail and
bus station.

INFORMATION: 01705727562/3.

THE STORY of 250,000 Allied
troops who passed through the
Commando Training Centre at
Inverary, Argyll, during World War
II, is told at the Combined
Operations Museum in the
grounds of Inverary Castle.

Among the exhibits are battle
plans, photographs and scale mod-
els of ships and landing craft. The
museum is visited by 5,000 people a
vcar.

DATA FILE
OPENING TIMES: Mon.-Thurs. 11am-

6pm, and (April-Oct.) the first and second
Sundays in the month 1pm-6.00pm. Last
admissions 5.30. Researchers welcome.

ADMISSION CHARGES: Adults - £2,
children and senior citizens - £1.50, fami-
ly ticket - £6.50.

FACILITIES: Souvenir shop, refresh-
ments available at Inverary Castle.

ACCESS: Via the A83.
INFORMATION: 01499 500218.

HARWICH
LIFEBOAT
MUSEUM

VISITORS to Harwich Lifeboat
Museum can go on board a 37ft
Oakley-class lifeboat which forms
the museum's main exhibit,
housed in an 1876 lifeboat house.

The lifeboat was brought from
Cromer and the museum opened
in 1994. It welcomes 2,0<X) visitors
a year.

DATA FILE_____
OPENING TIMES: May-Aug. dally

10am-5pm.
ADMISSION CHARGES: 50p (children

- must be accompanied - free).
ACCESS: Situated at Harwich Green In

the old town.
INFORMATION: 01255 503429.

Getting a feel for the modern Navy
THE YEAR 2000 will bring the modern, hi-
tech Navy within reach of the public
through Action Stations, a £13-million
attraction planned for Flagship Portsmouth
Trust in the Historic Dockyard.

Partly funded by the Millennium Commission,
the development will be housed in a handsome,
Victorian brick-and-stone boathouse and will
feature the biggest screen in the south of
England - 16m by 7.27m and with '3D sound'.

A large-format, 24-minute film made on loca-
tion with a £3-million budget will feature a Type
23 frigate in an action-packed drama combining
excitement, danger, intrigue and romance.

A 'pre-show experience' will mix audio-visual
display, flat graphics and models to give reveal-
ing glimpses of life at sea. And on the ground
floor an interactive exhibition will be structured
around seamanship, damage control, a heli-
copter flight, a ship's bridge, an operations room
and ships weapons.

Exclusive Golfing and Fishing Holidays
in Scotland,

Coteraig for small to medium size groups with a personal touch '
Why not take the opportunity and play Gleneagles or St Andrews.

Choose from over 30 County and Championship Courses all within 25 minutes of
your Hotel. Fish for salmon on arguably the fishing rivers in Europe. .•£

Golf Equipment at VAT Free, Discounted Prices
Everything for the Golfer, Low Handicap or Beginner.

We carry a full range of equipment and can cater for all of your needs.
For A Free Catalogue Please Telephone (OI738) 8 1 2727 or

Write to: Kevin O'Conner "KEMO Sport ft Leisure",
1 0 Burnbank Bridge, Bridge of Earn, Perthshire PH2 9BW

PRI AND UNIT ENQUIRIES WELCOME

THE ROYAL NAVAL BENEVOLENT SOCIETY FOR OFFICERS

PATRON: HER MAJESTY THE QUEEN

Founded in 1739, the Royal Naval Benevolent Society for Officers provides financial assistance
when in need co officers of the Royal Navy. Royal Marines, the QARNNS and their Reserves and
to their spouses, former spouses, children, mothers and sisters.

Membership of the Society is open to any commissioned RN, RM or QARNNS officer (male or
female), who has service on the active list, on payment of £50 for life membership, which given the
possible benefits is remarkable value for money.

Hie Society's aim is to provide financial assistance to its members and their families; but officers
who are qualified to join but: who have not done so, and their dependants are also helped, but to
a lesser extent than for members. The Society has recently extended its scope, through
supplements to its Royal charter, to allow Reserve and former Reserve Officers and their
dependants to receive the Society's help and to take on the responsibilities of the RN & RM Branch
& SD Officers Benevolent Fund, which has now ceased to exist as a a separate charity.

For over 250 years the Society has been caring for less fortunate officers and their dependants.
The Welfare State today cannot cover some of these needs and in recent years the Society has
disbursed between £100,00 and £130.000 each year to meet them. In 1997 this figure rose [o
£168,000 and the Society was able to meet this increased need. In 1997 this rose to £168,000 and
the Society in generous supporters wills, a practice the Society is very keen to encourage since it
does not raise funds publicly.

If you are not a member, please consider becoming one. Membership is an excellent investment
for one's family, and is also a way of helping others in less fortunate circumstances.

Applications to join or for assistance should be made to
Captain I B Sutherland RN

The Royal Naval Benevolent Society for Officers
do Child & Co (Bankers)

I Fleet Street
London EC4Y IBD

Telephone No.0171-353-4080
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FLAGSHIP

Portsmouth Trust
at the Historic Dockyard is
home to three vessels

which tell a unique story of the
Royal Navy spanning 500 years.
Together, the Tudor warship Mary

Rose, Nelson's flagship HMSVictory,
and Britain's first ironclad, HMS
Warrior, help to make Portsmouth
the only place in theworld where it is

9ssible
to experience so much

0aval history in one area.
Offering the best natural shelter on the

South Coast, Portsmouth harbour has
been a key site for defence and trade
since the time of the Ancient Britons.
The Romans built a fort at Portchester

- now PortchesterCastle -to help defend
Britain's shores against marauding
Saxons; and It was from there that the
Normans controlled the harbour after
William the Conqueror's Invasion in 1066.

Portsea Island - on which most of
Portsmouth was built - was in early
medieval times used as a gathering place
for English armies bound for the wars in
France, but by the end of the 12th centu-
ry Richard I had granted Portsmouth a
charter and ordered the building of a
dock. Throughout the following centuries

Portsmouth grew in-
raplaly eclipsing

i T1r
-l / '-

-1

. rr-

_
HMS Warrior, pride of the mid-Victorian Navy, under steam and sail.

'The Black Snak
Britain's f
FINTED in the livery of the

Ictorian Navy, HMSWarrior rep-
resents a transitional period

between the years of sail and steam,
wood and iron, when technological
and industrial advance was revolu-
tionising the Royal Navy and its ships.

Warrior was the product of a naval race,
almost 50 years before that more deadly
scramble between Britain and Germany to
outdo each other's warship strength. In
1860, when she appeared, she was the first
iron-hulled battleship - the largest, fastest
and most heavily armoured afloat.

At Trafalgar, Britain had put paid to an
ambition Napoleon may have had to dom -
nate these islands, but by the middle of the
century, a new Napoleon had appeared in
France - Napoleon Ill, nephew of the great
man and intent on making his mark in the
world.

Britain entered a new period of uneasy
peace with her old enemy across the
Channel. Ships such as the Warrior were
the deterrent of their day, and the ship's
Importance in that role was emphasised by
the words of Napoleon Ill himself who
described the new vessel as "a black

e-
irst ironcl
HMS WARRIOR
snake among rabbits". Among other things
it was a reference to the colour and extra-
ordinary length

- forthe day -of her hull. It
was six-and-a-half times her beam so that
her broadside would consist of as many
heavy guns as possible.

Unlike wooden ships, whose size was
governed by the length of timbers that
could be used, Warrior's iron hull ensured
that the only limit on her proportions was
the size of dock available to take her.

The measure ofthe success ofany deterrent
is that it should not need to to be used - and in
that sense it seems Warrior wastruly successful.
There wasno war between Britain and France,
and in 1883 the ship was removed front tire
active list without firing a single shot in anger

In 1904 she was converted Into a power
plant for the RN Torpedo School, and in
1929, reduced to a hulk, she became a jetty
for ships refuelling at the Milford Haven oil
depot.
Decades later her true historical Impor-

tance was realised, and In 1979 she was

-,------.	 i,. .

rescued	 \. .jj . -.

by the
Warrior

Hart-lepool,

ation Trust.
In 1987, after

elightrajears
of

restoon at Hart-
she was looking

her old self, and with great
pride and ceremony was brought to
Portsmouth and opened to the public.

Visitors can roam through the ship,
which has been carefully restored inside as
well as out. They can see the machinery
replicating the ship's original, 855-ton
5,500hp engine which gave hera top speed
of 14.5 knots - very fast for the time.

They can also tour the gun deck and liv-
ing quarters of officers and men, all refur-
bished in contemporary style with artefacts
and equipment.
One of the present ship's company of

quartermasters, dressed in the uniform of
the period, Is at the brow to welcome visi-
tors, while trained volunteers are to be
seen throughout the ship

- and they wel-
come the opportunity to answer questions.

0 How they lived in Warrior - on the lower deck (left) and in the Captain's night cabin, photographed after restoration.

World-beau
for Naval I'

Portchester as the gateway to the har- Today,
bour and, under the Tudors, moving into Portsno
the forefront of shipbuilding technology Wate'

(the world's first dry dock was construct- buildng
ed there in 1495). trail.

Throughout tile 17111 and 18th centuries,
There

exhibtic
Portsmouth navalbaseandtown qrewapace, and oafl
and during the late 18(11 and eary 19:!: cen-

years of
tury was a linchpin in Britain's long struggle accessit
against Napoleon.

There was further dockyard and urban

expansion throughout Victoria's reign,
and with the age of steam Portsmouth
became the world's largest and most
modern naval facility.

In the early years of the 20th century
there was more innovation: the
establishment at Gosport of the çT
submarine service, and the launch
in 1906 of HMS Dreadnought, the
first all big-gun battleship which
made every other capital ship
obsolete.

1-.--

Time capsule
from the time
of Henry V111

N JULY 1545, Henry Vill's A!I favourite warship, the Mary
Rose, sank In the Solent during a

THE MARY
naval operation to fight off French Among the items found ii

raiders. time capsule, were cannon

Henry watched horrified from the bows, thousands of arrows
the everyday objects of lifeshore at Southsea, as the great vessel

capsized taking most of her crew with century - tankards, jugs, v

her. Mary Rose was named after Henry's
pame,tat plates, spoons, cc
bles, coins, pens, shoes a

beautiful younger sister and had been
in service for 37 of the first

instruments.
years, one

ships to carry cannon as well as tradi-
Swift burial in soft silt e

preservation of materials sutional longbows. leather, silk, wool and boni
Four centuries later a sonar search

objects made of those mate
pinpointed her resting place, where a

of the hull
16th century rarely survive 1

and thou-shipslarge part Many finds were tiny. Thsandsof artefacts were buried and pre- peppercorns (used to reliev
served in the mud of the seabed. as well as to spice the to
The hull was raised In 1982 and now remains of insects and a ta

occupies a building near HMS Victory. pens, inkpots and pins.
There, new, air-conditioned galleries If all goes well for the
give a cross-section view of the Mary Trust, plans to rehouse the
Hose, still undergoing a 15-year unite it under one roof with
process of being sprayed with special should result in the openir
chemicals to prevent the timbers disin- museum near HMS Warrioi
tegrating. An audio commentary about five to six years time.
describes the process to visitors. The initial plans are beinc
An exhibition of many of the artefacts and will this year be subni

found in the ship's hull are on display at Heritage Lottery Fund wh
the first large building visitors see on asked to help meet the £29
their right as they enter the dockyard. of the project.

FLAGSHIP PORTSMOUTH
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ng site		Greatest of them all still-
.			 ADMISSION CHARGES: Entry to Portsmouth Historic	

Dockyard (8 tree. P8$sporf tickets (vatid
admission1.1.111.	

twoyears) allow
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"istory			 in service after 200 yearsthe cost is £33.

for £14 foradults, £12 forsenior citizens and £10 f r chil-

SIngle-shIp/attractIOn tickets: Adults

for	 I_I£5.75, senior citizens £5, and children £4.25.	 MS VICTORY will forever, famously,be linked with Lord
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years costs £17 for adults, £14.50 for senior citizens, £12	 Nelson's crushing triumph over a larger Franco-
forchildrenand £4oforafamily(two adults andchhld). On	 I h fleet U 1'	

Trafalgar.	
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uth harbour on a 'Warships b	
£6 and a grandparent £7.25. Guided tours of HMS victory

	

battle In 1805, Victory had already been service for almost
I	 last 45 mInutes and are timed. Last tickets sold one hour	 half	 a	 a I.	 .

flagship
5 .

our, and discover the graceful	 before closing,	
a ccentury and had

	

n the ..agsu.Ip of many other ulS-

s of the dockyard on a heritage		 FACILITIES: Coach and car park nearby In Queen St.		 tinguished admirals.
Licensed restaurant, cafe, children's		ayshi In	 She was built at Chatham in 1759 and Is still in service with the	

'

educational visits (call 017 W97 ).
is also a dockyard apprentice	

Boathouse
y'road Follow	 Ships sins.

	

Royal. Navy as flagship to the Second Sea Lord, making her the
n which demonstrates the skills From MV or A27: M275, Mile End Rd. Commercial Rd, worlds oldest commissioned warship.
ts which existed there in the early	 Mantel Wa Alfred Rd, Oueen St Portsmouth harbour

	

To prepare her for the bicentenary of Trafalgar in 2005, the ship is
thus century. Both attractions are	 INFORMATION:01705 861512	

ate

	

undergoing an extensive programme of restoration to return her to
(24 hours).

lie to people in wheelchairs.	 For details of special facilities -01705

	

her appearance as Nelson s flagship.
At that time she had over 100 guns

and a ship's company of 800 - four
I 1-7 ,:..Fr times the number required on board a

modern frigate, due mainly to the	 ed
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l
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three hours later, knowing that victory was

	

"










/

ever fought.	 hIS9S

his. Nineteen of the 33 French andSpanish
i ships surrendered or were destro ed. It

was one of the most decisive sea rattles	 Vice
AhT:MOS

and (below)








- -
--			 -	 -	

-	
i -		r

	 ___	
-

/

rn!
! \"

-

	

"



NAVY NEWS MUSEUMS GUIDE 1998

• 7/76 A-class submarine HMS Alliance in which visitors to
the Submarine Museum are given guided tours - including
children's parties (right). The Alliance, built in 1945, was
one of the first of a class of post-war submarines which
incorporated all the advances made in design and equip-
ment during the conflict. She remained in service until
1973. She was acquired by the museum and put on display
in 1981, looking exactly as she did when she was paid off.

HMY BRITANNIA
To commemorate The Royal Yacht, Willraynes was exclusively
commissioned to design and supply to the Yacht a very limited
edition of special Port presentation boxes containing a bottle of

Personal Reserve Port. The design which includes the Royal Yacht
insignia and pictures of the Yacht was approved by The Queen and

Willraynes supplied these Port presentation boxes for the decommissioning
last year. Each Port presentation box has a numbered certificate recounting
the historic voyage made via Hong Kong. A small edition of these boxes is
now available to the public. If you would ^17 • 11
like more information, please telephone: " H" aynCS

01386 - 555528 The Wine Company

Take your imagination to
a new depth...

Enjoy a guided tour of HMS Alliance, a post war
submarine and discover the stories of lives dedicated to
service under the seas, through fascinating exhibits and

crew members personal effects.

Take advantage of our
Special Family Ticket for

only £10
(up to 4 children and 2 adults)

^Pi^T
•Free Parking »Jolly Roger Cafe

•Picnic Areas "Gift Shop

<& Royal Navy gjjji
Submarine Museum

Haslar Jetty Road, Gosport, Hampshire. Tel 01705 S >').! 1'
E-mail rnsubs@submarine-museum.deinon.co.uk

,

NORWICH
AVIATION
MUSEUM

Inside view
of V-bomber

THE ONLY museum in East
Anglia where you can get inside a
Vulcan bomber - that's the City of
Norwich Aviation Museum's
claim.

Run by volunteers, the museum
is on the northern edge of Norwich
Airport - formerly RAF Horsham
St Faith - and displays eight air-
craft, including a Dassault
Mystere, as well as a number of
engines and an Austin World War
II fire tender.

One unusual exhibit is an (as
yet) unrestored Supermarine
Scimitar cockpit procedural train-
er. Last year there were 6,500 visi-
tors.

DATA FILE
OPENING TIMES: Aprll-Oct. - daily

10am-5.00 except Mondays; Nov.-March -
Sat. & Sun. 10am-4.00. Closed Dec. 21 to
Jan. 5. (May be open at other times - tele-
pohone to confirm). Last entry 30 min-
utes before closing. Access to Vulcan
bomber subject to availability of staff.

ADMISSION CHARGES: Adult - £2,
concessions, and children over 5 and
under 15 - £1. Vulcan access 50p extra
(25p for children and concessions).
Parties and educational visits welcome -
special rates on request.

Facilities: Car park, souvenir shop, tea
room (open subject to availability of
staff).

ACCESS: Two miles outside Norwich
off the A140 Cromer road.

INFORMATION: 01603 625309.

THE ROYAL NAVAL SUBMARINE MUSEUM

Underwater
treasures
that reveal
an epic tale

.;

NORTH EAST AIRCRAFT MUSEUM

Growing collection at Sunderland

THIS de Havilland Sea Venom is one of the
40 exhibits on display at the North East
Aircraft Museum at Sunderland.

Other former Royal Navy aircraft on show
there include Whirlwind and Dragonfly heli-
copters. The museum was founded in 1974, and
the first aircraft to be acquired were a Luton
Minor and a Brown helicopter.

The Dragonfly joined the collection soon after,
followed by a Gloster Meteor. In 1977 the muse-
um moved from Lambton Lion Park to its present
location at Sunderland airport - formerly RAF
Unsworth - and continued to grow with the
arrival of a Hawker Hunter, an American F100, a

Lockheed T33 and its largest exhibit - an Avro
Vulcan bomber.

Work has gone on improving the site and in
1993 a new display hangar was built which now
houses most of the collection. This year facilities
are being greatly improved with the completion
of a new visitors centre.

DATA FILE
OPENING TIMES: Daily 10am-S.OO except Christmas and New

Year.
ADMISSION CHARGES: Adults - £2, children - El.
ACCESS: On Old Washington Rd off the A19 next to the

Nissan factory.
INFORMATION: 0191 266 0386.
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HMS DOLPHIN at
Gosport was the
birthplace of the

British Submarine Ser-
vice. Sadly, submarines
are no longer based
there - but the heritage
and tradition lives on at
the Royal Naval Sub-
marine Museum where
exhibits range from the
RN's first submarine to a
(disarmed) Polaris mis-
sile.

Although the operational
boats are missing, one
reminder of the heyday of the
Service remains in the form of
the preserved vessel HMS
Alliance.

She and the first British subma-
rine, Holland I, have recently been
offically recognised by the National
Historic Ships Register as impor-
tant national maritime treasures.

HMS Alliance, which is
open to visitors who can
enter with ease through a
door cut into her hull, was
one of a large number of A-
class boats built in the
immediate post-war years,
and is probably the
youngest vessel on the
Register.

Her design owes much to the
technology which surfaced in the
later U-boats produced by the
Germans. She is also linked to the
basically similar Oberon-class ves-
sels, the last type of conventional
submarines built by Britain in any
numbers, and which were paid off
in the 1980s and 1990s.

Holland I was the first truly
practical submarine, the forerun-
ner of all the submarines in the
world today. She was acquired by
the museum after being salvaged in
1982, and is undergoing chemical
preservation to prevent her disinte-
grating after almost 70 years on the
seabed (she sank while under tow
to the breakers).

The four-year process is being
carried out in a fibre-glass tank fit-
ted with portholes through which
visitors can view her.

Besides those two vessels, the
museum has German, Italian,
British and Japanese human torpe-
does of World War II - the last
example intended to be guided by a
suicide pilot.

Exhibits range from the bizarre
to the poignant - a blunderbuss
used in the World War I submarine
El 2, and a bottle of whisky won in
a raffle by a World War II sub-

mariner, but which remained
unopened after he and his boat
failed to return to collect it.

There is a representative collec-
tion of uniforms of all ranks and
rates, and worldwide submarine
insignia. Other items include paint-
ings, over 100,000 photographs,
models, 2,000 works of reference,
25,000 documents, 600 submarine
histories, 40,000 Service record

Crew members of Holland I, Britain's first submarine, on the
boat's casing as its steered on the surface by the cox'n. From the
collection of the Royal Naval Submarine Museum.

DATA FILE

cards, and medals..
The museum has a significant

collection of Jolly Rogers-worn by
submarines returning from success-
ful patrols - and the hydroplane
console and periscopes from HMS
Conqueror, which during the
Falklands War became the last
British submarine to sink an enemy
ship.

As well as the galleries and a
guided tour of Alliance, visitors are
treated to an audio-visual presen-
tation on the Submarine Service in
an atmospheric 'control room' cin-
ema.

Since its beginnings in
1963, the museum has
expanded steadily and has
further development plans
which will improve disabled
facilities, and add another
gallery, a fine art and func-
tion room, a new ticket
office and cafe extension.

A heritage centre and new HQ is
planned to house the archives, as
are an education and lecture room,
and an atmospherically controlled
gallery to house the museum's
Polaris missile.

One of the newest exhibitions,
which opened on April 8, features
the World War II diving exploits of
Cdr Lionel (Buster) Crabb whose
disappearance in Portsmouth har-
bour in 1956 is still shrouded in
mystery.

In March work began to improve
the museum access and car park
areas as part of the Millennium
Promenade Scheme, a plan linked
to Portsmouth Harbour Millen-
nium Project.

The work is being carried out by
Hampshire County Council in
partnership with Gosport Borough
Council, and in conjunction with
other planned developments, will
transform the historic area.

OPENING TIMES: Daily except Dec. 24
to Jan. 1 inclusive. April-Oct. - 10am-5.30,
Nov.-March - 10am-4.30 (last tour one
hour before closing).

ADMISSION CHARGES: (Including
HMS Alliance and audio-visual show).
Adults - £3.50, children (5-18) and senior
citizens - £2.50, family ticket (two adults,
two children) - £10. Schools and other
educational groups - £1.50 (teachers,
ratio 1:15 free); additional teachers -
£2.50. Other groups and overseas school

groups (at least 12): Adults - £3, children
or overseas students - £2 (teacher 1:15
ratio, free), senior citizens - £2. 'Follow
the Drum' frequent user card for Individu-
als and families. (Surplus profits donated
to Naval charities).

FACILITIES: Car and coach park, cafe-
teria, toilets, picnic area, gift shop, free
education pack on booking visits, harbour
boat trips to Portsmouth Historic
Dockyard.

ACCESS: By road -M27 to junction 11;

THE INTERNATIONAL HELICOPTER MUSEUM

Lynx is
on show
THE WESTLAND Lynx which
in 1986 set up the world heli-
copter speed record of almost
250mph (an event captured by
this painting) is among the 50-
plus aircraft on display at The
International Helicopter
Museum at Weston-super-
Mare, Somerset.

Celebrating its 40th anniversary
this year, the museum lays claim to
be the largest of its kind in the
world. Also among the exhibits are
a Russian Mil-2 transport heli-
copter - believed to be the first at
any UK museum - and a Russian
Hind attack helicopter.

One display hall traces the histo-
ry of the helicopter from Leonardo
da Vinci's airscrew design of 1489
to the development of conventional
helicopters in the post-war years.

The museum is planning a
£250,000 project which would
extend its present undercover facil-
ities for its 16,000 visitors a year.

This year 'open cockpit days' will
be held on May 10, June 14, July
12, August 9, September 13,
October 11 and December 27.
Restoration and engineering bank
holiday weekends are on May 24-25
and August 30-31.

DATA FILE
OPENING TIMES: April-Oct. - daily,

10am-6.00; Nov.-March - Wed.-Sun. 10am-
4.00 (last admission one hour before clos-
ing).

ADMISSION CHARGES: Adults - £3,
children (5-16) - £2, senior citizens -
£2.50, family (two adults and two children)
-£8.

FACILITIES: Cafeteria, gift shop, free
parking for cars and coaches.

ACCESS: By bus - (discounted
fare/admission offer) Services 126, 826 or
827 from Grand Pier, Weston. By car -
Turn off M5 at junction 21 and follow
brown propeller signs.

Also signposted from A370,
Bridgewater Rd, Weston seafrpnt and
Locking Rd. Museum at Weston Airport on
A371.

INFORMATION: 01934 635227

MUSEUM OF D-DAY AVIATION
VISITORS to the Museum of D-
Day Aviation at Shoreham can see
how the cockpit of a Spitfire
looked from the pilot's view.

Aircraft engines on display
include a Rolls-Royce Merlin,
which powered Spitfire and
Hurricane fighters during World
War II. There is a Hawker Typhoon
cockpit section, and a collection of
rare fire crash rescue vehicles used
by the Fleet Air Arm and RAF.

The museum also has a rare

Copps canoe and an air-sea rescue
launch. This summer it opens a
Roll of Honour of test pilots killed
in the course of their work.

DATA FILE
OPENING TIMES: April-Oct. - daily,

11am-5pm. November - weekends, 11am-
5pm.

ADMISSION CHARGES: Adults - £2.50,
children - £1.50, senior citizens - £2.

ACCESS: A27 to junction at Shoreham
Airport, W. Sussex.

INFORMATION: 0374 971971.

follow A32 through Gosport, pass Gosport
ferry terminal and turn left at pub; follow
Haslar Rd over Haslar Bridge. Museum car
park second left.

By public transport - Frequent ferry to
Gosport operates from Portsmouth har-
bour rail/bus interchange. At Gosport,
pedestrians follow signs for museum, or
take No.19 bus or taxi from bus station
next to ferry terminal.

INFORMATION: 01705 510354 or
765250.

RAF
MONTROSE

MUSEUM

UK's 'first
operational
air station'
A NAVAL Seahawk fighter
and Fleet Air Arm memorabil-
ia are among the exhibits at
RAF Montrose Museum in
Angus - which claims to be
sited at the first operational air
station in Britain.

Established in 1913 for the
Royal Flying Corps, the station is
in the process of being restored by
voluntary workers.

The museum itself is housed for
the time being in an original RFC
building until there are enough
funds for a purpose-built structure.
An annual 'wings and wheels
extravaganza' is held there which
includes flying and static displays
involving vintage aircraft and cars.

DATA FILE
OPENING TIMES: Every Sunday 12

noon to 5pm. Appointments can be made
to view.

ADMISSION CHARGES: Adults - £1,
concessions - SOp. Parties by arrange-
ment.

FACILITIES: Car parking, toilets, sou-
venir shop.

ACCESS: North end of Montrose at the
Coronation Ave. A92 junction beside
Keyline & Drexel yards.

INFORMATION: 01674 675401, 674210
or 673107.

Unsolved mystery
of HMS Totem

VISITORS to the RN Submarine Museum admire the totem pole
which was once the trophy of the submarine HMS Totem (pictured
top left, late in her career). Interest in the object is heightened by
the mystery which surrounds the boat:

Built during World War II, Totem served in the post-war Navy
until, in the mid-1960s she was sold to Israel and renamed Dakar.
In 1968 the Dakar disappeared in the Mediterranean without trace,
along with her 69-man Israeli crew.

Successive attempts to find the boat have drawn a blank, the
latest search being carried out by Israel in 1992.

COMBAT STRESS

Bringing peace
to minds at war
They used to call it 'Shell Shock'. Now it's called 'Combat Stress'. For Able

Seaman, Paul Morris, an Exocet in the Falklands meant that he may never again
find the will to face the noise of the outside world.

For many veterans of that conflict - Korea, the Second World War and now
Bosnia too - the story is the same. 'Combat Stress' can shatter a life forever.

Today Paul is looked after by the Ex-Services Mental Welfare Society. With
over 4,000 men and women to care for and who knows how many more, we need
every penny you can spare. Psychiatric care, nursing and the management of our
homes costs money that will only come from people like you, people who care
about those who gave more than they could spare.

Please do help. We have need of every penny urgently.

They tried to give more than they could.
Please give as much as you can.

To protect those concerned this is an amalgam of case histories in our care.

EX-SERVICES MENTAL WELFARE SOCIETY
Dept.NNS. Broadway House. The Broadway, Wimbledon SW191RL Telephone: 0181-543 6333

_ Reg. Charity No. 206002 |Please find enclosed my donation lor E50/E20/E10/E5/E.
or charge my Access/Visa/Charitycard No.

| M I I
Expiry date of card

Please send me further details about the Ex-Services Mental Welfare Society

Name (BLOCK LETTERS)

Address

_Signature_ NNS

Data Protection Act: We may occasionally wish to contact you with news of our work. If you would prefer
that we do not, please tick the box QJ
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THE GOLDEN HINDE

Drake's
ship
sails on
THE GOLDEN Hinde is
a full-size sea-going
reconstruction of the
Elizabethan vessel in
which Sir Francis
Drake circumnavigated
the world in 1577-80.

Launched in 1973, the
replica repeated Drake's
world voyage and in 1981
was established as an
educational museum, vis-
iting more than 300 ports
worldwide and sailing a
total of 140,000 miles.

The ship is now perma-
nently berthed on the
south bank of the Thames
near London Bridge, and
the crew - dressed in 16th
century costume - guide
visitors around her.

OPENING TIMES: Daily except
Christmas Day, 10am-6.00 in sum-
mer (April-Oct.)- 10-5.00 in winter.
Ship closed during educational
and private functions (call 0171
403 0123 to check).

ADMISSION CHARGES: Adults
- £2.30, children - £1.50, senior cit-
izens and concessions - £1.90,
family ticket (two adults, three chil-
dren) - £6. Schools field trip - £2
per student.

Daytime living histories for chil-
dren 6-12 - £20 (£30 with overnight
stay). Fun and educational work-
shops (four hours with lunch for
children 6-12) -£12.

FACILITIES: Function venue.
Shop selling gifts, hot and cold
drinks, ice-cream, snacks. Closest
car park on Southwark St. Parking
limited on weekdays.

ACCESS: Underground - two
minutes walk from London Bridge
station, and five minutes from
Monument. Buses - several routes
to London Bridge. Car - eastwards
on Southwark St from Southwark
Bridge Rd. Enter Borough High St
heading towards London Bridge.
Left into Bedale St opposite
Barclays Bank.

RN PATROL SERVICE
ASSOCIATION MUSEUM

LOWESTOFT in Suffolk was
the central depot of the Royal
Naval Patrol Service which,
during World War II operated
1,637 ships, including mine-
sweepers, corvettes, fuel and
water carriers, motor launches
and seaplane tenders.

Now, in the former HMS
Europa, HQ of the RNPS at
Sparrow's Nest, the Royal Naval
Patrol Service Association
Museum exhibits medals, uni-

forms, flags and photographs. Also
displayed is a detailed scale model
of on-deck activity.

,•11 S: Mon.-Fri. 10pm-12
noon and 1.30pm-4.30pm from May 11 to
Oct. 9.

ADMISSION: Free.
FACILITIES: Guided tours by arrange-

ment.
ACCESS: Off the A12 Ipswich to Gt

Yarmouth road, near the lighthouse and
seafront.

INFORMATION: 01502586250.

PLYMOUTH CITY MUSEUM
THE CITY and the Sea' exhibi-
tion at Plymouth City Museum and
Art Gallery traces the maritime
history of Plymouth, and will run
until the autumn of 1999. It pre-
sents the legacy of celebrated fig-
ures, including Drake, Cook and
Scott.

The display includes bone mod-
els made by French prisoners of
war in the 19th century, intricate
ship models, and marine paintings.

Since 1915 the museum has held
the collection of Devonport
Museum - formed in 1883 - and
the Cottonian Collection.

Satellite museums include the
Elizabethan House, the
Merchant's House Museum of the
17th century, Plymouth Dome - an
interactive visitor centre, and
Smeaton's Tower, an historic light-
house. Last year the museum had
over 90,000 visitors.

DATA FILE
OPENING TIMES: Tue.-Fri. - 10am-

5.30pm, Sat. & bank holiday Mondays -
10am-Spm.

ADMISSION: Free.
FACILITIES: Access for disabled,

shop, refreshments.
INFORMATION: 01752 304768.

FELIXSTOWE MUSEUM
A NAVAL Room in Felixstowe
Museum contains exhibits, prints
and models from the World Wars,
including models of tank landing
ships and landing craft that sailed
from the area to the D-Day beach-
es in 1944.

There are also paddle steamer
models, and items connected with
the town's Landguard Fort - scene
of a Dutch attack in 1667, and
where the museum is situated.

DATA FILE
OPENING TIMES. Weds.-Sun. 2pm-

5pm, May-Sept. Out-of-hours visits by
schools, clubs, associations, by arrange-
ment.

ADMISSION CHARGES: Adults £1,
children 50p

FACILITIES: Car park near, hot and
cold drinks and biscuits, souvenir shop,
disabled access.

ACCESS: In Ravelin Block, Landguard
Fort, at Landguard Point on the seafront.

INFORMATION: 01394 277985.

GOSPORT MUSEUM
GOSPORT Town defences and military transport is dealt with by Gosport
Museum, run by Hampshire County Council. Sailmaking and boatbuild-
ing also feature among the exhibits.

DATA FILE
OPENING TIMES: Tue.-Sat. 10am-5pm,

Sun. (May-Sept, only) 1pm-5pm.
ADMISSION: Free. Groups welcome by

appointment.
FACILITIES: Resources room and

meetings room available for school
groups and researchers. Coffee shop.
Free parking within five minutes' walk.

Assistance for wheelchair users available
on request. Audio-tape guide to geology
gallery available for visually impaired.

ACCESS: At the corner of Clarence and
Walpole Roads a short distance from bus,
station and ferry terminal (from
Portsmouth).

INFORMATION: 01705 588035.

.<*--•

Retirement • Promotion
Anniversary

ft. speciaC way to remember
yesterday while Sleeping in

touch with the navy of today

'Tliis beautiful miniature Vase is chosen

from our (atest range of glassware,

'Please phone, for details of other items

in the collection

Please send the completed order form with remittance to:

THE BUSINESS MANAGER, NAVY NEWS, HMS NELSON, QUEEN STREET, PORTSMOUTH POI 3HH.

TEL: 01705 826040

EACH ITEM PACKED IN A MAROON, SATIN LINED PRESENTATION BOX

DESCRIPTION QTY UNIT PRICE TOTAL PRICE

1 Lead Crystal

2 Lead Crystal

Oval Decanter in presentation box

Port Decanter in presentation box

3 Lead Crystal Mini Sovereign Decanter in presentation box

4 Clear Crystal Water Jug and Glass in presentation box

5 Clear Crystal Claudia Goblet in presentation box

6 Clear Crystal

7 Clear Crystal

8 Lead Crystal

Ipt. Star Tankard in presentation box

l/2pt. Torro Tankard in presentation box

Chateau Whisky in presentation box (pair)

9 Lead Crystal Sliced Paperweight in presentation box

£89

£59
£39
£19
£28
£26,
£43,

99
95
95
23
63
60
36
95

£26
£3010 Clear Crystal Claudia Brandy Glass in presentation box (pair)

ALL PRICES INCLUDE UK P«.P. PLEASE ALLOW 28 DAYS FOR DELIVERY
Available to readers outside the UK. Please write/phone for postage costs and payment details.
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I enclose my cheque/P.O totalling £ made payable to Navy News or please debit

my Access/Visa/Barclay/Delta Card/Solo/Switch. My card number is
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